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PRESIDENT'SMESSAGE
Most of our rhododendrons and exotic plants seem to
have made it through the last cold spell without freez-
ing. My Crinodendron has succumbed, (luckily | took
some cuttings in the fall). Some of my Daphne have
black leaves and my eucalyptus does not look well.
Prior to the temperature dropping to -12 degrees we
checked the Greer's Guide for our rhododendrons low
temperature range. Some had to be covered and some
were dug up and moved to the garage. Keep your
plants protected for a while longer the weather is going
to get cold again.

With regards to the club's efforts in propagating and
distributing rhododendrons to our members:

The ten flats of rooted cuttings we have ordered will
be arriving in early March and we will need a crew to
mix soil, pot up the plants and grow on until ready for
distribution to club members. Those interested in par-
ticipating please sign up at the mesting. Probable va-
rieties are: Cinnkeys, Diane Titcombe, Fabia x bu-
reavii, Genghis Khan, Lem's Monarch, Lori Eichelser,
Mrs. T H Lowinsky, Red Walloper, Taurus and Trude
Webster.

Let's keep in mind our spring functions, we need your
input at the meetings. Spring Bus trip-assist John and
Chris; Truss Show and plant sdle, May 8. help wel-
comed; wind up BBQ-we need a volunteer to host the
venue. CVIBGS Garden Show, March 12 - 14, do we
wish to participate with a booth?

Volunteers required.

See you at the meeting, Richard.
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Dear Richard White:

A long time ago when we first began growing rhododendrons, a hybridizer told us, "to grow a hedthy rhododen
dron you have to grow theroots'.

That clump that you bury in the ground and never see again... that clump of rootsis actudly amirror reflection of
your plant. Growing hedthy roots grows healthy rhododendrons. Consider the following:

1) Location: Rhododendron roots are surface feeders and develop a shalow root system. Because rhododen
dron roots obtain much of their oxygen and water near ground level, you will not want to plant the roots too deep
and you will want to provide the roots with adequate water. Y ou can achieve this by digging a shdlow hole and
backfill the hole with amended soil (soil mixed with mulch). Place the roots haf way in the hole and lightly cover
the top of the roots with mulch. One nice point to having a shalow root system isthey do transplant fairly easy.

2) Water/Drainage: Rhododendron roots love water, they can even Sit in it when the temperatures are cool, but
when it is hot and humid they can develop root rot. It is like drinking hot water when you are redly thirsty; you
usudly stop after thefirst Sp. Wdl drained soil isthe key. Amending your soil can be very inexpensive too. You
can use materia such as pine needles, fresh sawdug, or bark dust. We do not recommend using falen leaves be-
cause they can contain disease, but they do make a nice top covering in the winter months. Mix the mulch into
your existing soil. Planting on a hillside or dope aso provides good drainage.

3) Spacing: When planting your rhododendrons you will want to consider spacing. A quick and generd ruleis
how tdl the plant will bein 10-yearsis how far apart you will want to plant the plant's center. If the rhododen+
dronswill be 4' in 10-years, plant the centers (the stems) 4' a part. Y ou can adso stagger the plants for amore full
look.

4) Fertilizing: Isit lunch time yet?Y es rhododendron roots get hungry too. We recommend feeding your rhodo-
dendron roots as early as March and then a small dose or snack every 4-6 weeks until mid-July. Fertilizing after
July can initiate fall new growth that is susceptible to early frost. Y ou can purchase rhododendron/azalea food at
your local garden supply store.

Thank You,

Eileen Hoffman

A Sandy Rhododendron
http://www.rhodo.com




SPECIES STUDY DAYS
2004

A comprehensive study of the Rhododendron species will again be held for the 39 year at the Rhodo-
dendron Species Foundation in Seettle on the following dates:

February 28
March 27
April 17
May 8

All sessons are persondly conducted by Steve Hootman, co-director of the R.S.F. Sessonsare held
from 10:00 am. — 4:00 p.m.

In the previous years, we have found that crossing the border by 7:00 am. permits aleisurely trave to the
garden in time for the commencement of the sessons at 10:00 am. The sessions are completed by 4:00 p.m.
enabling areturn to the lower mainland by 7:00 p.m. Every effort is made to carpool and thiswill be sorted out
once regigtration has been completed.

Participants who may be interested from Vancouver 1dand Chapters would be made most welcome and
we have found previoudy that traveling over on the Friday evening before the sesson and staying overnight on the
lower mainland provides the most convenient arrangement. The lower mainland members will provide overnight
accomodation to the Idand members, if needed, in order to defray the cost of attending these sessons.

Attendanceis restricted to 24 participants due to the limitations of the study area and the practicdlity of
addressing alarger audience in the garden. Lunch is provided for anomina sum of $5.00.

The cost for the four sessons is $140.00.

Fourteen of the previous year’ s participants have aready confirmed their intention of participating again
thisyear.

Pease confirm and advise as soon as possible if you would like to participate.
For further information contact Mike Bale at 604 853-8839 or forward cheque to:
Mike Bae * Species Study Days

33623 Wildwood Dr
Abbotsford BC




AGNESLYNN

Is our presenter for the February 12 meeting.

Agnes enjoys many different plants, but shrubs are
her specialty. On her 3/4 acre garden in Victoriain
Ten Mile Point, Agnes grows amost every shrub
available, including about 400 or so rhododendrons.

Agnes previoudy did a gtint on the Finnerty Gardens
Advisory Committee and currently helps out &t the
HCP Takata Japanese Garden. In addition she gives
tours at Abkhazi Gardens, works with the Friends of
Beacon Hill Park and isinvolved with the Native
Plant Study Group; Rhodo Club; Hardy Plant Study
Group; Rock and Alpine Club and others.

She works, during the day, a the University of Victo-
riain Adminigrative Computing.

RHODODENDRON SPECIES
BOTANICAL GARDEN

The 2004 winter newsletter is now available on-
line. You can find it (as well as all the 2003 &-
sues) online by clicking the following link:
http://www.rhodygarden.org/RSFnewsletter.htm
I am also pleased to let you know that both the
2004 Seed and Pollen list are now available. You
can view them at:
http://www.rhodygarden.org/seedpollenlist.ntm
Two weekends ago we were featured in the Se-
attle Times - Pacific Northwest Magazine. Both
Steve and Rick contributed to the article as well
as providing them with some great photos. If
you missed this article just click on the following
link to visit the Seattle Times site.
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/
pacificnw/2004/0104/living.html

Lastly...If you live in the Northwest, be sure and
mark your calendar for the upcoming flower and
garden show at the Seattle Convention and
Trade Center, downtown. This years show is
earlier than usual. It will run from Wednesday,
February 4th through Sunday, February, 8th.
Stop by the RSF booth and say "hi!" http://www.
gardenshow.com/nw02/index.html

Please note...the newsletter is an Adobe PDF for-
mat. If you DO NOT have acrobat reader on your
computer you can click on the Adobe link on the
newsletter home page that will take you to the
Adobe site where you can download it for free!
Happy reading!

Keri L. Hake

Membership Coordinator & Office Manager
Rhododendron Species Botanical Garden

PO Box 3798, Federal Way, WA 98063

Phone: 253.838.4646

Fax: 253.838.4686

e-mail: keri@rhodygarden.org

website: www.rhodygarden.org




Nanaimo Rhododendron Society - Minutes of January 8" 2004 Regular M eeting
1. The meeting was cdled to order by President Richard White at 7:41pm.
2. Richard welcomed members & guests. Attendance: 27.

3. Secretary'sreport Correspondence received: Letter from the Land Conservancy soliciting
funds, letter from Communitiesin Bloom program.

4. Treasurer'sreport The balance in the Bowen Park Legacy Fund is $156.16
The balancein the generd account is $3378.43
Thebaancein thelibrary fund is $373.81

5. Committee Reports
Library:  Featured publication is Harry Wright's list of rhododendronsin BC gardens
Social: Thanks to al who contributed to the potluck Xmas party
Program: February — AgnesLynn
March — Geoff Bdll

% April - Ron Knight %
May - Michad Miller on histrip to Nepdl.
Newdletter: Paul Lawry reminded members about contributing articles for the newdetter..
6. Old business
The Christmas party & auction was a success.
Richard White placed an order to the Rhododendron Species Foundation on behaf of club

members. The plantswill be delivered to UBC Botanica Garden in mid March so we can
pick them up there.

7. New Business.
Richard White asked if members were interested in sharing their expertise and facilities to
propagate rhododendrons from seed, cuttings and grafts. Chris Southwick & John Deniseger
will plan the bus tour.

8. Draws
Door Prize Draw: Reinholt Gorgodilich, Darlene Budd, Vd Harvey.
Name Tag Draw. Mary Taylor, Glenda Barr.
Raffle: Ann Davey, LindaLawry, Vd Harvey, Brenda Lewis.

9. Executive meeting will be hosted by Allen McRae on January 15" at 7pm.

10. Program Charles Thirkill gave a presentation of excdllent photographs from his recent
book The Nature of Nanaimo.

11. Mesting was adjourned at 9:15 p.m.



