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FROM THE PRE
Hi everyone:

| hope you had a wonderful Christmas and are
ready to resume attending NRS meetings and
events. | look forward to seeing and speaking
with you at the meetings and events.

Our annual Xmas Auction was a success due to
the generous bidding of our members and
donations we received. Please be sure to thank
those businesses that contributed for their
donations (they are listed in the December
minutes).

Kathryn Grant passed out raffle tickets at the
December meeting. The money is to be used for
the upcoming ARS Western Regional
Conference expenses. If you would like to help

please contact her or Chris Southwick for tickets.

Let’s all enjoy the New Year together — see you
at the January meeting.

Paul

EXECUTIVE

President Paul Lawry 816-2370

Past President  Craig Clarke 390-4090

Vice President John Deniseger 390-3605

Secretary June Bouchard 390-3605

Treasurer Gerry Moore 756-1427

Directors Glenda Allard Barr 390-2822
Linda Lawry 390-2370
Sandra Dorman 390-0136
Chris Southwick 390-3415
Debbie Gaboury 758-1204
Reinhold Gorgosilich 758-6533

COMMITTEES

Advertising vacant

Library Ann Beamish 758-2574
Helene Sullivan 758-7023

Newsletter Kathryn Grant 245-7879

Membership Debbie Gaboury

Program Glenda Allard Barr 390-2822

Raffle Ann Davey & Val Harvey

Social Sandra Dorman 390-0136

Bargain Table  Reinhold Gorgosilich 758-6533

Nanaimo Rhododendron Society
Box 241, #1 — 5765 Turner Road
Nanaimo, BC V9T 6M4
Website: nanaimo.rhodos.ca
email: nanaimo@rhodos.ca
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OUR JANUARY SPEAKERS
JUNE BOUCHARD & JOHN DENISEGER

June and John
traveled to Nepal
in March 2009.
After spending
some time in
Kathmandu, they
spent 2 weeks
trekking in the
Himalayas.
Covering 125 to
150 km, and an
elevation gain of
3400 meters,
their journey took
them through the
Rhododendron
forests of central
Nepal, high up
into the alpine area of the Annapurna Basin.
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Nanaimo Rhododendron Society
Minutes of December 10, 2009 Meeting

1. President’s report:

Thank you to Sandra Dorman for organizing the potluck and setting up the tables.

Thank you to Allen and Gaylle McRae for coordinating donations and pick ups for torigbtisn.

Thank you to all who have donated items to the auction.

President’s Certificate of appreciation presented to Gaylle McRa toer work at the plant sale in May as
well as help with the auction.

2. Correspondence: Thank you letter from student who won the scholarship offered by the Nanaimo
Rhododendron Society to the Horticultural Program accompanied by letter frocoeer Island University
thanking the NRS for the $300.00 bursary.

3. 2012 Western Regional conferenceKathryn Grant presented first of many raffles — all proceeds to go
towards the 2012 Western Regional Conference. The prize for the first draw avililli}®.00 gift certificate
to the Mahle House and the draw date will be January 14, 2010, our next meeting. Ask Kathopkl&is

of tickets and bring money and ticket stubs to the January meeting.

4. Program:

January: “The Ups and Downs of Nepal” presented by June Bouchard and John Deniseger.
February meeting: Richard Hebda — Royal British Columbia Museum — Curatartbf&€iences and
Botany

Topic: Facing Climate Change on our Landscape and in our Gardens

Richard Hebda is an excellent speaker and very well known — bring a friend!

Please note that the February meeting has been changed to Wednesday, Fabyul.0" rather than the
usual Thursday!!!!

5. Auction:

Our total proceeds were: $1128.00 — thank you so much for your generous bidding.

Ten per cent of our total proceeds went to the Salvation Army.

All donations of non-perishable items were donated to Loaves and Fishes.

A special thank you to everyone who donated items to our auction

Don't forget to thank and support the following local businesses and organizations evbdored$ed items for
our auction:

Shar-Kare Feeds and Pet Ken MacKay Concrete Forming
Supplies Buckerfield's

The Backyard Wild Bird and Nature Art Knapp

Store Carpe Diem Garden Centre
Vancouver Island University — The Quilted Duck

Horticultural Program International Composting
Sharecost Rentals & Sales Corporation

Diana's Garden Centre Old Garden Topiary

Green Thumb Nurseries Canadian Tire

Turley's Florist and Potting Shed
Dig This
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In Memorium, Beryl Riches

On December 5th, we lost one of our long-term members. Beryl Riches passeat away
Wexford Place where she spent her final months. Until a year or so ago, &khddén
tending her garden at her home near the hospital.

Beryl had a long history in this area in the world of plants and gardening. OeeytitB
earliest memories of her interest in gardening was of being in a park origias a pre-
schooler and stashing horse chestnuts in her hat so that her grandparents wouldn’t know
she had them, and bringing them home to plant. She planted them at home and watched
them grow.

Before she started school, Beryl loved to follow her grandfather in thengasdee

worked with the vegetables, roses, asters, lilies and other bulbs and plants. She
remembered her grandmother ordering lilies from Winnipeg; some of thesamweng

the first regals arriving from China. They grew apples, cherries, nagshand

loganberries among other fruits, and sold black cherries. Beryl liked tb Bloyal

Anne cherry trees and read books there. Wine was made from the abundance of the
cherry harvest. Beryl had a wonderful childhood in this area, and had fond memories of
gathering watercress from the Millstream with her grandmother. (Aswn

grandfather told me, this was the original name of the river that is now shown oasnaps
the “Millstone”, | was told it had been taken from the song “Under the Oldtkéidln”.)

Beryl and her grandparents lived near the bluffs overlooking East Wellington, ajid Ber
spent many blissful hours in this wildflower paradise, exploring with her schadfaat

wild strawberries, cranberries, camas, erythroniums, trilliums, érigl) red currants,

lady slippers and rock plants, among others. The first erythroniums to bloom were on a
ledge on the Cliffside, and Beryl remembers climbing down some rungs that had been
nailed into a Maple tree in order to capture a close-up view of these harbingera@f spri
She also knew of the best spot for wild strawberries, but Beryl avoided getting ®o clos
to this, because it was also full of nests of snakes!

In 1948, Beryl married Stan Riches, and started planting at their first home in the
Townsite area. She enjoyed growing tomatoes, shallots and onions, as well as many
other vegetables, and fruit, including peaches, apples, plums and loganberries. In the
1960’s, Beryl began to grow more flowers, including lilies, giant incurved
chrysanthemums (grown under cover to prevent damage), clematis and bulbs. In the
1970’s the Riches moved to their final home and began developing the garden there.
Beryl's late husband, Stan, was a willing helper, and developed his own interessin rose
He also took special pleasure in his yellow magnolia.

Beryl took part in a judging course that was held at the Island Hall in Parkewitle

1980’s. There were regular sessions over a period of a few months, and she learned a
great deal in these sessions. Beryl judged for many years at the Néei8 paow and

also at various fall fairs. In 1983, Beryl took part in the last Master Gardermern'se to

take place at Malaspina College.
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Beryl was also an avid member of the Nanaimo Horticultural Society (HaydLifa

Member) and the Rock and Alpine Society which meets in Victoria. Along with some
other past and present members of the NHS, Beryl became an awaitedycat¢be

UBC Mother’s Day plant sale, as one of the “limo ladies”. For 11 years, theg woel

a limousine to pick them up at the ferry and deliver them to the sale, then pick them up
afterwards. This was great fun. They would be greeted by David Tarrant and Judy
Newton and then join the crowds to select some prized specimens, and head back to the
ferry, often sharing a bottle of wine that the limo driver would have chilledhéwn t

Beryl's most recent special interests included lilies, begonias, erythrennathebores

and cyclamen. Beryl grew these plants from seed, and hybridized some of her own
seedlings. She has a special lily she hybridized that she called “NananmgeS Beryl

had imported special daffodils from England and Northern Ireland, but gave this up due
to the constant battle with the Narcissus fly.

Beryl was an invaluable source of local knowledge about gardening in thisidrdeemw
long history of growing and enjoying plants in Nanaimo. She will be missed.

Glenda Allard Barr
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