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Happy New Year!

l sn’t it wond e-newydarfutlaf ungnagnabte a
possibilities? Yes, it will be a great yidds gardeners are born with
a positive mental attitude, so how could it be anything else?

And just look back on 2020 and what we all accomptishehat

year, even with the pandemic in full fortéWe had a private tour of
Milner Gardens; we had work bees at Hailey Grove and Milner
Gardens; we replanted our cuttings into larger contaireand we
started a new bunch. We learned how to have meetioger ZOOM
and arranged with District one to have monthly ZOOM presentatic
in lieu of inperson meetings. We even had auctionvia our
nanaimorhodos.cawvebsite! And we learneddw to get the
information for the upcoming events on our website!

Yes, there were also sad times, as we lost three irreplaceable
members Craig Clark Don Noakes and Royce Tennant. But they
have contributed so much to our club so they will always stay in o
hearts.

Of course nothingwould have been possible without all those elve
in our midst, all those eager beavers to lend a hand and make the
world nicer than they found it. To those elvesy sincere thankou,
as without their helpnothing would have been possible.

Thank you and gery happy New Year!

Rosina

The Rhodomentum

Nanaimo Rhododendron Society Newslette

OUR EXECUTIVE

President RosinaSchmidt 751-3386

Vice President Chris Southwick 390-3415

PastPresident Allen McRae 7587589

Secretary DeborahFrancis

Treasurer RonSutton 416951-1373

Directors BryanJubinville 6682965
Art Lightburn 4687516
Susarlightburn 4687516
GaylleMcRae 7587589

COMMITTEES:

Advertising Allen McRae

Library Ann Beamish/ SandraDorman

Newsletter JuneBouchard JohnDeniseger

Membership  JanMoles

Program by Committee

Raffle Ann Daveyé& Val Harvey

Social vacant

BargainTable ReinholdGorgosolit

Website DeborahFrancigRosinaSchmidt

BusTour David & JoyceMitchell

Sunshine Ann Beamish

Propagation  RosinaSchmidt
Hailey Grove  BryanJubinville
ShowandSale JanMolesandBrendal.ewis
NanaimoRhododendroisociety
Box 241,#101-5170DunsterRoad
Nanaimo,BC V9T 6M4
Website: nanaimorhodos.ca

Next meeting: Friday January 15that 7:00pm ~

Location: Zoom online

Linda Gilkeson 0 Year-Round Organic Gardening
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Our January Speaker via Zoanbinda Gilkeson on YedRound Organic Gardening

Many of you wil/ know Linda Gil keso ur a
Her January presentation withicus ontaking advantage of our west coast climate f

grow foodyearround. Accordingtoihda, “ Gar dener s i n t he tate of
West Coast can enjoy fresh food from their gardens all year round. To dg/that

need to choose the right varieties _;'3:}2 hem at

Linda’'s tal k aittagrdwupthetisg schédples anal simple lways to
protect crops from extreme weather. Fitting winter crops in with summer planting
to make the most intensive use of your garden space will also be covered, along*w
how to avoid common pests and other fnlems.

Location:Live Zoom connection
Date:Friday, January 15, 2021
Time:7:00 PM

Invitations and instructions for the ZOOM connection will be emailed.

Dr. Linda Gilkeson earned a Ph.D. in Entomology from McGill University in 1986, then moved t€&ltishia,

where she has worked in the production of biological controls for the provincial government to reduce and eliminate
pesticide use, as head of the provincial State of Environment Reporting Unit, and as the Executive Director of the Sall

Spring Idind Conservancy. She now devotes her time to writing, teaching and consulting.

Linda’ s c¢ompr etoekBackyareé Bognayfhel @ompletedsuide to YeRound Organic Gardening in

the PacifidNorthwest,wasa BC best seller and has just been republished in a new, considerably expanded edition.
She continues to seffublish books for local gardeners, mostrecefitiResi | i ent Gar dens

“Gabl seases”, and “Pest Update”.

As a private consultant, Linda is a regular instructor in the Master Gardener programs in BC and is basygiear

giving workshops on pest management ardanic gardening.
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Odds and Ends..
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- Your Propagation Team is in need ofg2llon pots. Please drop off

at Ro s i r81®6 Merry en WagNanaimo Many thanks!

- 2 KFGQa .t 2 DY webAastgrRaéska has added a page
the webpage showingg h a 't ’

blooming nowto rosinatschmidt@gmail.coowh o wi | | put them on the
S in bloom at wvarious

there. Clickhera o0 s ee what
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Nanaimo Rhododendron Society

Another Successful Christmas Auction!

Thanks to some creative thinking and a lot of hard work
behind the scenes, we had our Christmas auction in 2
parts: a 16day silent odine auction and our live auction
on December 7. Between the two events, the NRS
brought in a total of $1420.30!!!

As alwaysmanypeople were instrumental in making this
event such a successYPecial thanks geo:

- Rosina Schmidt fdreing the inspiration behinthe idea
of an online silent auction angkttingit up on the web
page

- Chris Southwick fgoroviding the background on all the Lot S
plants to be auctioned off; cEBE =€ -@a00 LER RS L
- Susan Lightburn for contributing thghotos;

- Liz and Allan Murrafpor so generously sellings plants at extremely low prices which Chris and Rosina picked up in
Cobble Hill;

-Mi ke O’ Nei | | ftubor/ hostand Zogm Santa;, Z o o m

- Jan Moles for handling the dime bidswhich she fowarded to Rosina who posted them online

- Ron Sutton for setting up the payment options and collecting the mpney

- Deborah Fraris for stoingthe donated items

- All the people who donated items to be auctioned.offoyce Clad Annand DickBeamish, Chris Southwick, Susan
and At Lightburn, Deborah Francis, Jan Moles, Elaine Hutchison, Gaylle MeRae,and JohEnglandrom MARS,
Rosina Schmigt

- Allwho participated in the auctior many from other island clubs as wad parfcipants from four of the five
Vancouver Island chapteraNell done everyone!

O 2o 9 - o

Ny "

o

]
[
i

e Hutehison M

4% .

Sue Klapwilk

e o !

8 O Typehere to search o 5 H € s =2 € = i (g I =] @~ W9 es oo

Vol.30, no.5 Januan?2021



Nanaimo Rhododendron Society

What 06s| 7
Coming Up? Q /| Mark Your “pares 1o

Despite Covid19ye are planninghings to do, places to go, events, and work beess. part of the new normal, all of
the usual protocols applg.g. social distancing, hand sanitizersasksetc. There will also bmore on-line events
coming thiswinter —stay tuned!

Work Bees
1 Greig Rhododendron Species Garden at Mitweork bees on holdintil
further notice—hope to have a mulching bee in January
1 Hailey Grove at Bowen Parkwvork beeson holduntil further notice—
hope to have one in January

Open Gardens

LGQa adAatt  tAGGES SFNIe oamindthE f A¢
cornerX @ i$ jast the beginning!
1 February open gar den :anoppoituhitgn an
to see the early blooming rhododendrons and a plant salate yet to be
determined
1 March open garden at -aswdslipdnod Sus .
spring will include a plant sale date to be announced

T 1 Milner Gardens and Woodlandplans to open the garden in early
February Check their website forurrentdetails https://www?2.viu.ca/milnergardens/

Zoombasedspeakersand seminars
° Yol J=

WednesdayJantary 13" at 7:00 pm Kathy Lintault on Caeflias
Friday,January 18 at 7 pm: LindaGilkeson- YearRound Organic Gardening "@ % @ G
Thursday,January21% at 7:00 pm Peter Adams on Vireyas
Saturday,February 6' at 10 an: Ken Nentwig- Water Efficient Landscape % A 5 5%

Saturday, March 20" at 7pm: Brian Minte~Wh at * s New i n “;

S eve Hoot man '"presdhtator oniNerth Vidingim is still available-lome at
https://youtu.be/p3vPPOmMA1lcM

Plans are underway to haveore Zoom presentations from throughout the ARS shared amongst chapters. While it
c a meplace in person meetings, it has the potential to allow us to access an amazing range of speakers gnd topics
while strengthening the ARS community.
Stay connected d check our web page d newt hings added
regularly ! http://nanaimorhodos.ca/
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Seenin Passingé. N YA
1 A few blooms beginning to pop up AN >~ N -
™
1 A few rose flowesand buds 2
i1 Early HelleborusniggrJ acob” f |l owers; beginning to appear
1 Christmas lights beingken down
1 Seed catalogues being studied and orders being placed
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Something to look forward to
by Chris Southwick

|l " ve attached a photo |I took |
Ca r t The cross iR. strigillosunx R. suthuenense Two

great species making an early and lovely hybrid. The photo was
taken at my place on April 5th, 2028omething to look

forwardto!
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Plant of the month by Ron Sutton

~

T S2RSYRNRY WCNI ANI YAO

For the plant of the month, | chose a unique hybrid called an
Azaleodendron.As the name suggesti,is a cross betweenneelepidote
rhododendron and a deciduous azalea. The plant you see in the photo is
calledAz al e o dendr ols a‘crbss dRgataavhienseandR.
viscosurmand hardy to 0°F{/18C It produces light purple fragrant flowers
in early June and grows to apprmately 6 feet in height. It can take full
sun. Due to the deciduous parentage Bfviscosumthis plant will shed
some of its leaves in the fall.

Azaleodendrons are somewhat difficult to find, as so few were created.
There are only approximately 12 azatiendron hybrids.

Photo taken June 13
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The Giant Himalayan Lilyy chris southwick

" ¥ i

There are many plants that grow happily along with rhododendrons.

A few years ago, I had the pleasure of vis
garden in Port Alberni. They have all sorts of horticultural treasures in their large property
including a huge bed @heconopsisprimula beesianaand ardiocrinum They told me that

on my own property, | should be able to grow the cardiocrinum as rogepty is fairly shady

and has some areas that stay fairly damp even in the summer. | purchased a cardiocrinum
from them and after approximately five years, this plan decided to bloo@ardiocrinum
giganteum the giant Himalayan lilyis the largest sgies of any of the lily plants, growing up

to 3.5 metres high. It is found in thdmalayasChinaand Myanmar.

I hope you enjoy the photos, and if you're
Happy New Year!
Chris

..and fi nd
pods on Nov. %!

..and on my
on July 18

*hkkkkkkkkkkhhhkhhhhhkhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhrhhhhhrhrkhhhhddhhhhhhhhhdrhhhhhhhhhhrrhhhhhhhhhrhhhkhiriiix

"Of winter's lifeless world each tree
Now seems a perfect part;
Yet each one holds summer's secret
Deep down within its heart."
- Charles G. Stater
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NewYear 6 s Resol uti ons féendoioga r d

inspired by ararticle athttps://www.hortmag.com/gardeners/1zhew-yearsresolutionsgardeners)

Here are som®lewYe ar ' s resol utions for gardeners to get you
maybet hey ' | | inspire you to cr gedreativgf our own llse your

1. Clean out the shed and go through old materialse * ve al | got
spots where stuff just accumul at e

2. Plant something new! Try something differelf@8hake up that flower bed

3. Adda new native species tgour gardendo a little research, plant something that

will attract pollinators while thriving in our climatgutas alwaysR2 Y I 1S & dzNB A |

invasive.

4. Plant something with a childshare your love of gardening with a younger person.
Youmight just be the catalyst to creating a lifetime passidie(really like this oné

5. Do some garden volunteeringve have lots of opportunities through our club and beyond. Volunteers are
the driving force bhind many beautiful gardens. It can be iedibly rewarding!

6. Learn something and teach something her e’ s al ways something to | ear

. ant a food that you haven’t tried bef

/
(el
W frun and herbs to experlment with. Try somethidiferent... btémeatods, purple
8. a gardening excur si ogetre-inspired, learnabowf new aarieties afy t o
pI anASSNe.moveforwardln2021 we’' |l |l get back to this.
9. Treat yourself to a good gardening book! Great for those r@ngnowy?..d ay s ....
10. Start plants from seed you could even get into seed savinBare we say rhod8s
11. Invite people over to spend time in yogarden after all, gardens are to be sharéd

12. Document your garderstart a journal, take photos, slow down and enjoy yown little oasis
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The Hill That Changeﬂ Ken Gibso(Adapted fom the Journal of the American Rhododendron
Society; vol. 41; no.Winter 1987-thank you Rosina for gigesing it.)

Editors noteKen Gibson is a long time MARS and ARS member in Tofino, who Veith\ite Dot, created a

spectacular, iconic rhododendron gard&hich became a local landmarltNew members may recogeithe hill in
C2FAYy2Y RSAONAROSR Ay (GKA& | NUAOEt SO [2y3 GAYS YSYO6SN
LiQa | NI G Kdshythaziedst] dzS a G 2 NB

At the 1985 Western Regional Conference at Seaside, Oregon, | heliaséVarren Berg who explained the

difference between gardenerand acollector To borrow his expression, §ardenerooks at his garden, determines

what plant would look right, goes out and buys itolectorbuys a plant, finds a spot, aptants it." By this rule, | am,
unquestionably, a collector. My good fortune, however, is that my property is large enough to support my habit. (It has
been known for people my age to develop worse habits.)

In 1956, my wife and | purchased an acre of Ehted, at that time, on the inland edge of the developed part of the
village of Tofino. (Tofino is a snug little fishing village on the west coast of Vancouver Island.) While playing cowboys
a young boy, | had discovered that this particular pietenaf was actually a miniature mountain with a spectacular

view of the harbour. It didn't seem to matter that the hill, covered with virgin scrub forest, was at least 400' from the
main drag and on the other side of a swamp. | had already decided theaigebe worth the price of two hundred

and fifty dollars, plus all the work needed to clear the property.

Hard as he tried, my father, who was a very practical man, was unable to convince me to develop an easier piece of
Tofino. Since the French langudga driven me out of high school four years earlier, | had, instead, a fe@years
experience in construction, logging and blasting behind me. By late 1956, | had acquired a used 440 McCullough cha
saw from the logging contractor for whom | worked andhéshort days of winter, took up the challenge of capturing

the hill. This early onman saw weighed about 85 Ibs., and was one of the first

in private use in this area.

After establishing boundary lines, it was necessary to start draining the fou
feet of entrapped water on what is now known as Fourth Street. | planted a
of ditching dynamite sticks 14" apart the length of the swamp. How the mu
and grass sods flewd 50" into the air, making the surrounding trees look like
chocolatecovered wondednd. It took several rains, | might add, to wash it ogg

bucked the old cedar windfalls to help expedite the "cat's" job. Fortunatelgwimp had hargan below the mud

which allowed the machine a solid footing on which to work. The mud flowed like soup in front of the blade, refusing
to be piled up, so another year had to pass before work could continue on the access road.

In the meantine, | cleared the hill top of underbrush and trees, and burned the burnable. One hemlock was fit to
remain on the knoll; all the others were dated cedar and poorprmed hemlock, most of which were growing on
windfall cedars typical of our mossoveaed, overmature west coast rain forest. Many of the trees were two feet in
diameter, others four feet, and were locked into rock crevices. Because of this, blasting the stumps was very difficult,
and since the bulldozer with a winch could not toleratedteepness of the hill, | decided to clear the hill by "“high

lead" logging.

In exchange for back wages due me from a defunct sawmill, | acquired a donkey (two drum winch) mounted on a 24"
wooden sled. | winched it through the draining swamp to the fodtehill with mud flowing over the sled like waves

8
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over a ship's bow. | then hung the "bull block" sixty feet up in an old cedar snag, creating a spar treead\ one
logging show was then ready to commence.

After work during the week and on weekends I lasn, married to landlearing. Oftenl would get to the back end
to hook a stump and discover the cable choker to be a few feet short of its mark, or that a stump Would not let go. The
donkey had a gear driven mainline drum so something had to ghan W ,

| felt the sled lift off the ground, | would hit the switch to stop the motc
L ¢2dz R GKSy> Of AYo oF O] dzLJd i
mainline as tight as a fiddle string, the stump would suddenly fly free
taking most of the soil in ientangled root system to leave the rock ba
What soil that was left was soon either washed away with our annual’ ‘
140" rainfall, or blown off by the summer's westerly winds. f' '-‘-giq«“'

e
In 1960 we concentrated on bUIIdIng\ / *pf
& a house. First, | constructed a 200

y tramwaywith 4" x 4" cedar for tracks, and posts beach combed from Long Beach. A
24" flangewheeled cart was cabled to the top of the hill with a one HP electric
winch. By this method, about 30 ton of building materials were hauled up the

grade to a 26' x 44' difree-zone at the top. It was at this time that | learned an
average house has 5 tons of gyproc. (Five tons of roofing gravel was another

B requirement.) Each trip up the hill took about eight minutes and carried

- 2 approximately 250 Ibs.

After the house becamllvable | concentrated on a driveway around the hill, which took about five years to complete.
A road building contractor had told me to "forget it; it's not possible for a bulldozer to get up there let alone a car".
Stubborn as | was (my wife says "aiiiterally chipped a circular driveway out of the hillside; blasting rock and moving
it by hand to establish the grade.

5 ] Mgl )
SO R N

About this time, the first rubbeiired backhoe arrived in Tofino and | managed to get some use of it on a limited basis.
Onething about the use of rock is that once it's placed, it stays placed! Having firm rock under their wheels (and a
couple cases of beer) convinced some local truck drivers that this hill was a great place to dump the dirt and mud fron
the highway ditchingnejects. Mud, sods, boulders, stumps, roots, and beer and pop bottles flowed over the bank,
eventually covering the blasted rock. Later, | purposely rolled the protruding larger pieces, rain washed and sun
bleached, into place at the toe of the hill. Gragseds and yellow broom began to grow, resulting in humidity being
established, and the hill, ultimately, took a new appearance.

Any further landscaping plans were pexistent now. Besides helping raise a family, | turned to other spare time
interests, mcluding tracking down the history of the North West Coast. However, during this period of my life, | rescued
a couple of rhododendrons (I now know them toRhgoonticun) from the late George Fraser's garden in Ucluelet

which was being subdivided intoilaing lots. | planted a piece of oRe ponticunmear the front door on the north

side of the house and it wasn't too many years before people remarked on its appealing symmetrical shape. (Or,
perhaps it was because it was the only cultivated plant ohithe

At this time, the only thing | knew about rhododendrons was that a couple of hundred were growing on nearby
Clayoquot Island. Then, pointing to Ryponticunone day, a close friend and avid gardener mentioned to me "what
you and this hill need arhododendrons; just look at that one! They grow well here and they don't need attention”.
So inspired, in 1973 | gave my cousiwenty-dollarbill and asked him if he would pick up some rhododendrons on a
return trip from Nanaimo. He managed to get tam small ones, three of which turned out to be '‘Cunningham's

9
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White'. | was surprised to discover these things had names. This led me to read a Sun&dtdutmmlendrons and
Azaleasand, from then on, | concentrated on names | didn't have. (Exceptudesdor favorites like 'Etta Burrows',
Taurus', etc.) | planted these first hardy rhododendrons in the shade of the north side of the house, protecting them
from the wind by driving cedar shakes into the ground around them.

A new challenge was to get nfla deserlike appearance on the south and west slopes of the hill. This new
rhodoholic had an inspiration: COVER this hill in rhododendrons! I first planted severalRngmécunand

'Fastuosum Flore Pleno' on the upper side of the driveway asdébveak. On the steeper and more barren areas, |
dumped what soil | could scrape together and/or laid sods of grass from nearby ditches likeveopatphilt. Weeds,

wild parsnip and different types of grasses, mowed regularly, at least looked gdelealfaway respectable.

| quickly noticed that fertilizing made a tedmop pattern of grass on the down side of each little plant, so, one
summer, | watered by pumping stagnant water from our backyard creek. Believe me, septic tank effluent and dead
tadpoles are great but they sure don't smell like 'Fragrantissimum' does today.

Slowly at first, and with some setbacks, the hill began to change. The humidity became regulated, companionship
established, and the plants adapted to our frequent 50 MPH sumnwmeryewinds. Though | had heard 'Unknown
Warrior' couldn't be grown under windy conditions, | am proud to say that mine is flourishing very well and is quite
compact. My practice is to gradually introduce my plants into our windy environment. Onceslesthliiey appear

to love it. After all, rhododendrons are mountain plants.

In hindsight, my biggest mistakes were in using too heavy a soil to retain
moisture on the rocks, and planting too deeply. The sogginess promoted root
rot which | didn't realize could exist od&degreeslope. | can now safely

advise that rhododendron$isuld be placed, not planted. This rule also was
verified by what | saw in garden culture in Washington and Oregon, a point we
"wet" Westcoasters must learn. | have lifted the majority of my plants by
placing twenty to thirty gallons of sawdust and/orkoarulch under them.

Good drainage cannot be ovemphasized and, if | were to start my garden
again, | would use all bark mulch because of its aerating and moisture retention
qualities. So far, | have found no evidence to substantiate the theory that cedar
& sawdust is detrimental to rhododendrons. However, | do know gardeners who
would disagree with that
statement. | probably have
one of the lowest rates of .
failure per capita because =%
now know better than to drown my rhododendrons, we do not
have a weevilipblem, and we have a very temperate climate. M3
collection is now in excess of twelve hundred plants; just over <
hundred names. Thanks to members from as far away as
California, my collection of Maddeniis alone number over 40.

10
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With Tofino's average teperature of 43.5°F., | am able to grow Maddeniis outside all
year roundR. cubittiandR. supranubiumequire a bit more protection. The '
temperature rarely drops lower than 20°F. We are often the warmest place in Cana
during the winter, though | won&ay how wet it is! Moist, warm clouds from Hawaii
clear Cape Flattery and strike Tofino. On January 12 of this year, at 10:00 P.M., ou
temperature reached a near 70°F., but it was soon followed by five or six inches of
warm, rain. The Pacific OeesKuroshio or Japanese Current also keeps us warm. T
mountain ridge through the centre of Vancouver Island protects us from the cold fro
pushing in from the Northwest. The ocean water temperature remains stable at 49° 558
51°F., summer and wintero@&stal fog is a common summer weather condition.

The first blooms, this past season, were on ‘Nobleanum Coccineum' Christmas Da
February, it was a show piece with thirty or forty blooms. However, on Valentine's O
many blooms were lost to a late $itcas were blooms oR. moupinensandR. dauricum

Today, people remark about how lucky | am to have the equipment to create a flourishing rhododendron garden. | car
assure you that this did not just happen. To borrow another expression, this timedptaindRobert Gray who

discovered the Columbia River in May 1792 after wintering at Fort Defiance near Tofino, "determined men can do
most anything". In my opinion, determination comes before education, if you are to reach your ultimate goal.

We now haveigits from rhododendron enthusiasts with a variety of interests, i.e., exploration, history, hybridizing,

and many more. | would say that my primary interest is identifying, promoting and propagating the many forgotten
varieties such as 'Robin Hood' anakkoVv'. TheR. strigillosunerosses of H.L. Larson are among my favorites, along

with the fragrant Maddeniis.

hdzNJ aLINAY3 odza (G2dzNJ € FHad @ | A f
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Spl’ing |S JUSt Around the Corn@{)tos taken on December®2020)

Hel |l eborus niger

Hamarelis moliis® J e 1 e na " —in full bloom for a few weeks

bloom and wonderfully scented

WI NTERE

"There is a privacy about it which no other season gives you .... In
spring, summer and fall people sort of have an open season on
each other; only in the winter, in the country, can you have
longer, quiet stretches when you can savor belonging to yourself."
- Ruth Stout

‘Ttogypny “Neeo Jeanr
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