NANAIMO RHODODENDRON SOCIETY
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

Spring is just around the corner as is our annual
Truss Show and Plant Sale. John and Kathryn will
be the chairpersons and will be looking to the
membership for assistance. We will still have the
early truss registration the evening prior to the
Show. All persons registering that evening will be
entered in a draw for a prize. Also, our annual Bus
Tour is in the works — be sure to check the
newsletter for further information.

Now is a good time to check out your Rhodos and
see how they have faired during the winter months
| remove broken and/or dead branches loosen the
soil and mulch. My mulch consists of a mixture of
bark, mushroom manure, very small amount of
Rhodo Fertilizer and Epsom salts.

While you are out in your yard it would be nice if
you could dig up a few plants for the dollar table or
for the Raffle/door prizes.

See you all at the meeting!

Paul

March 2008

EXECUTIVE
President Paul Lawry 390-2370
Vice President  Chris Southwick 758-0993
Past President  Craig Clarke 390-4090
Secretary vacant
Treasurer Barb Coy 758-8497
Directors Debbie Gaboury 758-1204
Linda Lawry 390-2370
Sandra Dorman 390-0136
John Deniseger 390-3605
Allen McRae 758-7589
COMMITTEES
Advertising Sandra Dorman 390-0136
Library Ann Beamish 758-2574
Helene Sullivan 758-7023
Newsletter Kathryn Grant 245-7879
Program Chris Southwick 758-0993
Raffle Ann Davey & Val Harvey
Social Sandra Dorman 390-0136

Dollar Table Reinhold Gorgosilich 758-6533

Nanaimo Rhododendron Society
Box 241, #1 — 5765 Turner Road
Nanaimo, BC V9T 6M4

Website: nanaimo.rhodos.ca
email: nanaimo@rhodos.ca
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Our March Speaker
Bill Stipe

W.A. (Bill) Stipe - Bill is the past Manager of
Meerkerk Rhododendron Gardens on Whidbey
Island. He is now the owner/proprietor of
GLYNNEDEN GARDENS, a garden nursery
specializing in Rhododendrons. The nursery is
located at his home on Whidbey Island. Bill is
an active member of the Seattle and Whidbey
Island Chapters of the American
Rhododendron Society and was awarded the
Bronze Medal in 1993.. He is also active in the
Northwest Hybridizers Association with many
of his hybrids registered and others still in
evaluation. He has made several trips to
China and is growing many of the
Rhododendron seeds he collected there. Bill
has been researching innovative methods of
conserving water, a scarce commodity on
Whidbey Island. He is also evaluating several
biological control methods for garden pests,
and practices IPM at Glynneden Gardens.

Bill has developed a display garden
showcasing local hybridizers rhododendron
hybrids and rare species.

Bill is the President of the Whidbey Island
Chapter of the American Rhododendron
Society, past President of the WSU/Island
County Master Gardeners, and ARS District 2
Director.. He is the chairman of the ARS
Speakers’ Bureau and a member of the ARS
Rhododendron of the Year committee.

Bill is a regular contributor to the Whidbey
News-Times newspaper.
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MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING
February 14, 2008

Call to Order: President Paul Lawry at 7:30 pm.

President: Welcomed Guests
Again requested that someone take over thedatithe Secretary.
Anyone wishing to order from the SF Catalogue neosttact Kathryn Grant no later than February
15.
Minutes of January meeting were accepted as pastheé February Newsletter.

Treasurer: Balance of $3172.82

Correspondence: Newsletter from the Victoria Rhodo Society

Committees: Program— Chris presented the forthcoming line up of speak®lewsletter will have more
information.

Membership- Debbie — reported membership is now 45.

Raffle— Anne/Val — Everything going well — always netshis for prizes..

Social- Sandra — Nothing to report.

Advertising— Michael — Not present

Web Site- Members can now, via Google Earth, locate Rhoddien Lake on our website..
Bus Trip— John - Bus trip to be May 17 check Newsletter for sign up dates.

Presentation: David Moore’s presentation was well received anppyed. Some fantastic photos.

Meeting Adjourned: 9:30pm

Next Meeting: March 13, 2008
Executive Meeting: February 28 at John & Jungss of this writing changed to Paul & Linda’s)
Submitted by: Paul Lawry

Suggestions for April Speaker’s Panel
The results of the questionnaire (18 completed - and usually 1 per couple) are as follows:

1st choice: Rhododendrons for all seasons (favourites in all seasons) and what to do culturally in all seasons.

2nd choice (close 2nd with 3 less votes): Acquiring and growing rhododendrons in our area. When you have a
choice and the room - what rhodos could you buy and how do you plant and where?

3rd choice (close 3rd with 4 less votes): Rhododendron pests, diseases and problems - what they are and what to
do about it.

Other ideas were:

- fall colour and companion plants (maples, witch hazels, katsura, etc.)

- with watering restrictions...what types, if any, are less "thirsty"?

- growing rhodos organically - fertilizing and pest control

- feeding and pruning

- winter blooming plants, landscaping from scratch, trees for your garden

If anyone wasn't at the January meeting and wants to give some input - please e-mail Chris at
csouthwick@shaw.ca
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BC SEED SECURITY PROJECT

We would like to introduce your garden club to the www.bcseeds.org website. This website was created
as an information resource for British Columbian farmers and gardeners looking to purchase BC-grown
seed. The main feature of the website is a continually growing database of BC-grown vegetable, flower,
and herb seeds. From its initiation in March 2007, it has received over 1500 visitors.

Even though your organization may not be specific to growing vegetables, flowers, and herbs, there is a
good chance that many of your members maintain a home food or ornamental garden and would
appreciate this database. Your group's members may also be able to contribute to the database with root
stocks, cuttings, or other potential plants that they would like to make available to the public.

The www.bcseeds.org website was started by a small group of farmers and organizers, now called the BC
Seed Security Project, and is operated as part of the programming of Farm Folk City Folk, based in
Vancouver. More information is available on the website.

Gardeners, farmers, and seed growers throughout BC can benefit greatly from this database. Buying BC-
grown seeds helps your local seed growers maintain viable small- scale businesses, while your own
gardens can benefit from quality-grown, regionally adapted seeds. And with a wide range of seeds
available, there are many interesting new varieties and reliable old favourites to choose from.

We hope you can pass word onto your members about this great new database, an important resource
for BC farmers and gardeners looking to keep their seed purchases in BC. You may also have some seed
growers within your organization or membership who may wish to list their seeds, free of charge, on the
database.

Chris Wells
BC Seed Security Project

ARS Chapter Newsletters — Archived Online

Every so often, we will publish a list of a few chapters of the American Rhododendron Society who archive copies of
their newsletters on-line. The archived newsletters make interesting reading and you can discover the personalities,
activities and events that are play an important part in other ARS chapters.

This month, we start with the nine chapters of our district — District 1 (the Lower Mainland and Vancouver Island of
British Columbia)

Reading other chapter newsletters on-line can take a fair amount of time. So, pour yourself a cup of tea or coffee

and open up one of the archived newsletters for an enjoyable and informative read. Perhaps you will meet some
new friends or find some new activities for your chapter to try.

District 1 — British Columbia (Lower Mainland and Vancouver Island)

Cowichan Chapter cowichan.rhodos.ca/previous _newsletters.html

Fraser South Chapter www.flounder.ca/FraserSouth/yak.asp

Fraser Valley Chapter fvrs.rhodos.ca/newsletters.html

Mount Arrowsmith mars.rhodos.ca/newsletters.html

Nanaimo Chapter nanaimo.rhodos.ca/newsarchive.htm

North Island Chapter nirs.rhodos.ca/newsletters.htm

Peace Arch Chapter www.peacearchrhodo.ca “Newsletter” link
Vancouver Chapter www.ubcbotanicalgarden.org/vrs

Victoria Chapter victoriarhodo.ca/newsletter/newsletter-archive.html
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RHODODENDRON FERTILIZERS by Terry Richmond

Chemical (inorganic fertilizers)
The fertilizer | prefer in this category is green valley 10-8-6 with fritted trace elements. To a
10kg bag of 10-8-6 .1 add 2kg prilled dolomite lime and 1kg Epsom salts.

Organic/Natural fertilizers

Organic materials that can be used to create an organic fertilizer contain between one and all
three of the macro-nutrients (N-P-K) and many trace elements. The seed meals, soybean,
cottonseed, canola, flaxseed, sunflower, neem, etc. generally have an N-P-K value of about 5-2-
1 plus trace elements. Kelp meal is reported to contain every element presently known.

It should be noted that most chemical fertilizers and even some organic materials high in
nitrogen, such as fresh manure, blood meal and vampire bat guano, will burn the roots of dwarf
and small rhododendrons. The same is true for caustic fresh wood ash.
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Below is a list of some of the organic/natural materials and their most important (N-P-K) nutrient.

NITROGEN (N) SECONDARY ELEMENTS
Canola Meal (5.5-2-1)

Cotton Seed (6-2-1) CALCIUM-(CA)

Neem meal (5-1-2) Dolomite lime 20-30%
Alfalfa powder (2-.5-2) Agricultural lime 32%

Fish meal (3-2-1) Gypsum 22%

Blood meal (12-0-0) Wood ash 9%

Bat guano (10-3-1) Bone meal 22%

Fish meal 6%
PHOSPHORUS (P)

Bone meal (2-12-0) MAGNESIUM-(MG)
Shrimp meal (0-3-0) Dolomite lime 10%
Rock phosphate (0-3-0) Epson salts 10%

Langbeinite 11%
POTASSIUM (K)

Kelp meal (1-.5-3) SULPHUR-(S)
Green Sand (0-0-3) Langbeinite 23%
Langbeinite (0-0-18) Elemental sulphur 70-100%

My favorite organic materials are alfalfa, bone meal, kelp, rabbit manure and earth worm
castings. Earth worm casting are 7 or neutral Ph and contain .86% nitrogen, .37% phosphoric
acid, .25% potash, 2.3% calcium, .72% iron plus a multitude of trace elements.

SOME ORGANIC/NATURAL FERTILIZERS
Parts by volume

1. 3 parts alfalfa 4. 4 parts canola meal
1 part bone meal 1 part rock phosphate or
1 part kelp meal % part bone meal
1 part prilled dolomite % part kelp or green sand

1 part prilled dolomite
2. 1 part alfalfa

1 part fish meal 5. 1 part feather meal
% part bone meal 2 parts fish meal
1 part green sand 1 part alfalfa
1 part gypsum 1 part canola meal
2 parts bone meal
3. 4 parts soybean meal 2 parts kelp meal
1 part bone meal 1 part langbeinite

% part kelp meal
% part agricultural lime
% part prilled dolomite
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5 parts composted fish waste or

6. 2 parts alfalfa animal manure
2 parts canola meal
1 part rock phosphate 8. UCLUELET MIX - 2004
% part bone meal Chemical and Organic
% part kelp meal 4 parts 10-8-6 green valley
% part green sand 4 parts Sheena’s best organic rhodo+
1 part prilled dolomite azalea food 2-.7-2.5(containing
alfalfa, Epsom salts, rock phosphate,
7. RICHMOND - 1993 kelp, green sand, langbeinite).
2 parts fish meal 1% parts dolomite
2 parts canola meal % part epsom salts
2 parts alfalfa 10 parts animal manure
% part rock phosphate plus worm castings.
% part bone meal
% part kelp meal The above mix contains approximately three
% part green sand times the magnesium of a normal mix as an
1 part prilled dolomite experiment to combat rhododendron
1 part worm castings powdery mildew. Six years to go in a 10 year
5 parts sand study. Very encouraging to date.

Reprinted from the MARS newsletter, The Rhodovine, Volume 20 Issue 3, March 2008

My New Bike! (I couldn’t resist...ed)



