
NRS Virtual Truss Show Information (May version) 
(a few changes in the rules ) 

The NRS Virtual Truss Show, a relatively low-key affair, aims to encourage members and 

to share our gardening accomplishments during this period of self-isolation!  Generally, 

the judging categories are for size, colour, form and foliage.  The April show is now over 

and results are in the newsletter.  Again winning entries will be put on the NRS website, 

but no trophies or ribbons will be awarded. Rationalizations by the judges on the merits of 

any submission will be confidential and their award decisions will be final! 

Simple Instructions 

1) We hope that every NRS member will participate, even if they only submit one 

truss! Each submission should be a photo of a flowerhead (truss) or leaf on the 

plant, i.e., do not cut the truss or leaf off and then photograph it.  A photo can be 

taken with either a cellphone or camera.  Each photo image should be submitted in 

its original file size as a “jpg” (don’t reduce this size when you send your email as 

that can affect image quality)  and if you can - be given a file name of the plant 

name (use “unknown” if not sure) and the date it was taken (e.g., 2020-04-01 for 

April 1, 2020). E.g.   Karen Triplett 2020-04-01.jpg and tell Jan in the email what 

Truss show category you want it to go into. 

2) Rules: 

a. 20 pictures maximum per photographer/family unit. 

b. Note: if you are having trouble downloading images from your cellphone or 

camera or creating files to email and sending them, contact John Deniseger 

and he will help.  His phone is 1-778-424-3605 or email him 

at JuneandJohn@shaw.ca. 

c. the judged show for rhodos that flower in May submission cut-off is 

midnight, May 31. 

d. No Photo shop or other technical treatment to improve photos. This is not a 

photo contest. The true image is what we want to see. 

e. Please send one image per email, and in the subject of email put “Rhodo 

Name,  Class/Size,  Date photo taken.  (  This means if you have taken the 

image on your phone you can just send it without renaming the image.  ) 

 

   3) Finally, all submissions for May should be sent to Jan Moles at her new email address 

for this event: NRSTrussShow@gmail.com.    Jan will assign images to their proper 

category for judging, issue an acknowledgement to you with an entry number. If you 

don’t receive an Acknowledgement within 3 days please re-submit. 

 

4) Let’s make this a fun event, and I hope all Nanaimo Rhodentions will participate!  
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Categories for Judging, see below: 

a) Eight flower categories: 

Three of Hardy Species - small, medium, large (based on um, leaf size) 

Three of Hardy Hybrids - small, medium, large (based on leaf size) 

Tender (one category) 

 Azalea (one category) 

b) three Foliage categories: small, medium, large (based on leaf 

size), tomentum, indumentum or rugosity. 

c) three Full plant categories: small, medium, large (based on leaf size) 

*There will be no novice, scented, or hammerhead categories. 

Note 1:  What is the definition of small, medium, large. 

(Small leaf is no more than 2”, Large leaf is greater than 8”,  medium in between ) 

Note2:  having trouble deciding which category to apply;  Chris Southwick has 

volunteered to help should someone need it.  ( email: csouthwick@shaw.ca, 

Phone:  (250)-390-3415 )  

Judging Considerations: 

Size: Is the apparent size close to what’s expected of the individual variety?  

Colour: Is it typical for the variety and the right colour for the category?  

Form: Is the truss free of torn flowers or damaged leaves? (In this show, one or two 

unopened flowers in a truss photo are acceptable). 

Foliage: Are the leaves healthy, undamaged and representative of the variety? 

Photographic Advice for NRS members re submissions: 

Some simple guidance for taking photos is the following: 

a)  Pixels are free, so feel free to take a number of pictures of the same truss of another 

truss or leaf on the plant, say from different angles or at different times of the 

day, etc., to change the lighting of the object, then choose what you think is the best 

one to submit, and discard the rest. 

b)  Think about image composition – make sure there are no obstructing leaves, twigs, 

etc., that the main item is in focus, and that it is not too small in the overall image! 

c)  The entry should be cleaned of all extraneous bits such as loose bracts when 

possible, and chewed leaves, if present, should not be included in the image. 
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