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President’s Message OUR EXECUTIVE
President: Dorothee Kieser

. Vice President: Gaylle McRae
Greetings all: Past President: Ron Sutton
This will be a very short report since | was away. The only thing | regret Secretary: Margaret Cadwaladr
is missing the annual beginning-of-the-NRS-year pot luck. It sounded Treasurer: Eliane Leclerc
like a great event and the photos — thanks, Rosina —in the newsletter Directors:
give an impression. Joyce Clarke

. Lo . . o Arthur Lightb
Our upcoming meeting is an important one in the NRS Calendar as it is RZSiE; St:ghmilil'fn
our AGM. So, we will review the 2024 minutes which were emailed to Krystyna Sosulski
you, have the annual review of the executive and elections (if Chris Southwick
necessary). We also appreciate anyone that steps up either to be on COMMITTEE CHAIRS:
the executive or to help on one of the committees or other tasks. Library Ann Beamish / Gaylle McRae
. . Marketing Margaret Cadwaladr

One of the main areas where your efforts would be most appreciated Newslettor June Bouchard / John Deniseger

is as NRS Newsletter editor. John & June have done a beautiful job for  |Membership ~ Krystyna Sosulski
a long time and we are most grateful for all the information-packed Program by Committee

Raffle Val Harve
newsletters they have put out. Y
y P Sunshine Gaylle McRae
The other tasks we have for this meeting is to review and approve the Coffee/goodies Rasmey Meas
) . . Bargain Table = Reinhold Gorgosilich
By-Law changes. The proposed new wording has been emailed out to Website Rosina Schmidt / Liz Higgins
you. Bus Tour vacant
Then we’ll have the fun stuff: some awards to be presented and our Pm.pagatlon Rosina SChmld.t
Hailey Grove  Deborah Francis
topic of the evening is a Round Table discussion on ground covers and Show & Sale  Jan Moles, Ione Brown, April
companion plants for your rhododendron beds. If you can, bring a Johnson

Nanaimo Rhododendron Society
Box 241, #101-5170 Dunster Road
Hope to see you there, Nanaimo, BC V9T 6M4
Website: nanaimorhodos.ca

plant to show as an example, or bring a photo of your favourite.

Dorothee

PS: Please remember that membership renewals are due September 30, 2025. For details, please see the President’s
report in last month’s newsletter. (also p.4 below)
9
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D Our Next Meeting: Thursday, October 9th at 7:30

"AGM and your Favourite Companion Plant or Ground Cover”
At Beban Park Social Centre
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Nanaimo Rhododendron Society

OLTOBER MEETING PROGRAM:

The format for our October meeting is going to be a little different. In addition to
our AGM (see below for details), Chris Southwick will be leading a discussion on our
favourite companion plants or groundcover. Please bring in a small sample or a
photo to contribute to the discussion. It will be a chance to share our collective
knowledge and learn from each other. It should be interesting and fun!!

TO(I IH This yzar, October is also AGM monih!!! Plrase
consider joining the NRS Executive:

There will be available positions on our executive for next season. Please consider joining!
Clubs like ours rely on a strong executive leading an active membership. There are many &
ways to support and participate in our club’s activities. Whether you’ve been part of our KEEP
club for many years or have recently joined, think about joining the executive team. C’}N';M
Ideally, our directors and executive represent a cross section of our membership — that JOC!EUT:E
helps ensure that the needs and interests of all of our members are met. It's also an
opportunity to learn and get to know people in a different setting.

N

Do check it out and join the fun!
As part of our AGM, we will:
1) review and approve the minutes from the 2024 AGM (sent out by Dorothee)
2) look at the slate of Directors and elect new members to the Board (if necessary)
3) review and discuss and hopefully approve the proposed changes to the NRS by-laws (sent out by Dorothee)
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A great big thank you to Gaylle McRae, Susan Lighburn, &
Dorothee Kieser for bringing goodies for our October ®

meeting break! #Tl'l@hk

And once again, thank you to Rasmey Meas for stepping *Y@’uf ¥
up to be our new “coffee/tea” person. Thank you, L
Rasmey!

Need a ***Members are encouraged to carpool.

&Cie/t If you need a ride to the meeting or event, or if you can offer one, please
ﬁ email Dorothee Kieser at dorotheekieser@shaw.ca

Stay connected d check our web page d new things added
regularly! Check it out HERE

Vol. 34, no. 2 October 2025


mailto:dorotheekieser@shaw.ca
http://nanaimorhodos.ca/
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Looking back at our September get -together

(All photos by Rosina Schmidt)

Thank you, Chris for generously
hosting the beginning of our NRS
year once again!!
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Nanaimo Rhododendron Society

Bits and Piecesé. .

1mportant Reminder ~ memberships are due!
TIME TO This is the time of the year to renew our ARS (American Rhododendron
. RENEW Society) membership — which are due on September 30 this year. If you
haven’t already paid, you could bring a cheque or cash to the October 9th
meeting, or you could do an e-transfer to: nanaimorhodo@gmail.com

The fees this year are:
- $45 single, $50 family — with digital version of JARS only
- $60 (single or family) if you wish to receive the printed copy of JARS
- Associate memberships remain at $15

Are you in the mood to try something new ?

As mentioned in the previous newsletter, we're
j;,. . ﬁw starting our 9" year as your newsletter editors. We
feel that the time is approaching to “pass the

torch” so to speak. It has been an enjoyable and
very fulfilling experience - we’ve certainly learned a lot over the years. Fortunately, we have
the support of many NRS members who contribute articles and information regularly. This
makes our job easier and more fun while rounding out the newsletter. We’re ready to mentor
the next editor(s) through a transition period. Please come and talk to us at the next meeting if
you would like to know more — we’re looking forward to hearing from you — whoever you are.

June and John

Hailey Rhododendron Grove ~ Bowen Park
. =] September 9th work bee at Hailey Grove:

Hailey Grove work bees will continue through the
fall on the second Tuesday of each month —
October 7" and November 11t - from 9:00 am
to noon. Our main focus for next month will be
on trimming, deadheading and mulching. All are
welcome, bring your garden gloves! Come for
the morning, or come for an hour...whatever you

can contribute — join the fun!

(Photos by Deborah Francis)
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Nanaimo Rhododendron Society

Twigs and Stems — Calendar of Upcoming Events:

Hailey Rhododendron Grove: i

Work bees on the 2" Tuesday each month. [ T T e T T
Cowichan Valley Rhododendron Society: ;l

Mount Arrowsmith Rhododendron Society: e
“Garden Arthropods: the good, the bad and the ugly” with Glen Jamieson, Qualicum "
Beach Civic Center, Wednesday, October 8" at 7:30. ‘
North Island Rhododendron Society:

C O ’
Topic TBA, Wednesday, October 1st, at The Hub in Duncan at 7:00. e I T |
bt

Topic TBA, Comox United Church Hall, Tuesday, October 14™ at 7:30.

Victoria Rhododendron Society:

“Healthy Soil” with Tamara Dinter, Couvelier Pavilion, Glendale Gardens, 505 Quayle Rd, Saanich, Thursday, October
2nd, 7:30pm

Milner Gardens and Woodland:

Open Friday and Saturday, 11:00 to 3:30, beginning October 6th. For details, check the Milner Website

Milner Shadehouse at Longmeadow:

Stay tuned for further details on upcoming schedule and work bees.
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Propagation News by Rosina Schmidt

Our 2025 cuttings are doing great! The first batch that was planted on June 1st, has been fertilized with liquid
20-10-20 fertilizer, and the second batch, planted on 9th of August, will be fertilized next month. This is now
the second year of our experiment in our own vegepods, and it is looking promising. Hopefully, the upcoming

Did you know??? We are on Facebook as the Nanaimo
Rhododendron Society. Upcoming events will be posted there
and members will be able to add photographs or items of
interest to other members.
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Nanaimo Rhododendron Society

Accessing the New Digital Journal of the American
Rhododendron Society (JARS) by Glen Jamieson, JARS Editor

A number of JARS changes will be coming to the ARS and its members in
2026, as outlined below:

1) A new digital JARS format has been added to the two existing formats (the
print JARS that is mailed to all members and the online pdf accessible to

members at the ARS website e s 8
https://www.arsoffice.org/protectl/users/online.asp). For many years now, :......"__:.:._:7:::......

members have been able to access the pdf JARS. Members wishing to do
this have to register their membership number on the ARS website above
and use a passcode. Your ARS membership number is located on the address label from every

mailed printed JARS or can be obtained from your chapter membership chair.

The advantage of the pdf is that it is a reasonable file size that can be downloaded and saved on your
computer, and available pdfs go back 13 years, to 2012.

2) The new digital JARS is in an HTML format which will allow it to be read on any platform — cellphone,
tablet or computer. Because of its smaller screen, cellphones should be used in landscape mode to
allow a wider text line. The link to each new digital JARS will be emailed to all ARS members (which is
why everyone needs to make sure their email address is available and accurate) through
Rhodonotes. Accessing the digital JARS will require inputting some personal information (your name,
chapter and language you plan to use) so the ARS can keep track of who is using it. Finally, there will be
a simple test to answer to make sure you are not a robot!

3) The digital JARS is important because unique among garden society journals, the digital JARS, through
the magic of Al, will be available and switchable to eleven languages. Currently they are Chinese,
Danish, Dutch, English, Finnish, French, German, Japanese, Norwegian, Spanish, and Swedish. To
choose a language, just click on the desired flag shown at the beginning of the digital JARS screen. One
can leapfrog through the articles in the digital JARS issue, going to any article immediately by clicking
on the number for each article shown on the right side of the screen. Sequence is shown in the Table of
Contents. The HTML JARS is one file and can be copied and saved in Word just as easy for all articles as
for one article, but because it has very large images, the file size will be very large.

4) One of the main reasons the digital JARS has been created is to make JARS easily available in many
languages and in different formats (tablet, computer and cell phone). By making digital JARS appealing
to our members worldwide, we hope to significantly reduce the cost of getting JARS to all member.
Unfortunately, our membership dues do not currently cover the annual cost of operating the society.
Like many garden societies, our membership has been declining. By choosing to receive the digital
JARS, our members can help reduce printing and mailing costs while still receiving this important
publication.

5) Switching from a print JARS to the digital JARS by members has the potential to reduce cost. In order
to make this happen, members wishing to receive the print JARS will have an increase in membership
dues by $10 US.

6) There will be no ARS membership dues increase for those members selecting to receive only the digital
JARS. To further reduce JARS cost, the number of JARS issues produced each year starting with the
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Nanaimo Rhododendron Society

2026 membership year will be reduced from four to three, with a new issue released every four
months.

The importance of the ARS having your current email address

By choosing the digital JARS, you will not incur an increase in your membership dues to the ARS. But the ARS
must have your accurate and up-to-date email address in order to get the link to the digital JARS to you on
time. This is critical. Please check with your Chapter’s Membership Chair or directly with Katherine Sterner,
ARS Office Administrator (member@arsoffice.org), to ensure the email address on file for you is correct, and if
it changes, please notify them ASAP.

Water Smart Ideas at our November Meeting

As we write this, the rain is finally arriving. We’ve had a very, very dry
summer which has impacted us in so many ways: forest fires, smoke,
water conservation due to low water levels, wells running dry, salmon
struggling to swim upstream, etc etc. We had friends staying with us
after they had to evacuate due to the Wesley Ridge wildfire. From a
gardening perspective, it’s been a challenging time as we try to guide our

plants through the extremes of our changing climate. - e .
e - B =0 WaterSmart
> r 4 teamwatersmart.ca

Suggested by Chris: At our November meeting, we’ll be discussing
water smart ideas for our gardens. While the summer drought is still fresh in our minds, we need to think about
what we can all do in our own gardens. The RDN’s Team Water Smart does a great job raising awareness,
providing information and ideas. Check out their website to learn more Team Water Smart

0October is the month for painted leaves.... As fruits and leaves and the day
itself acquire a bright tint just before they fall, so the year near its setting.
October is its sunset sky ..0
~Henry David Thoreau, "Autumnal Tints"
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An Update on our Activities at Milher

Longmeadow Shadehouse at Milner

The Longmeadow Shadehouse ‘Checking Crew’ can take the
winter off. The shadehouse will soon be put to bed for
winter. Thank you all for your diligent monitoring of
Longmeadow. The plants are very healthy and growing
amazingly well.

Greig Rhododendron Species Garden

- 3 2 oA /

‘o N / The species garden continues to thrive. We're having an

ol Rhododendrons adjacent to the shadehouse ready . A . L.
‘ o] advisory group meeting in early October and anticipate the
| start of planting and further prep of phase 2 this fall!! Stay
tuned for further information as we will be looking for help with some of the on-site work from the NRS

membership.
RkEkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkdkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

Plant Of the Month by Ron Sutton

Rhododendron 'President Roosevelt’
This is a popular old hybrid of unknown parentage, that apparently came from Holland before 1930. It is
known for its variegated leaves, which are dark green with streak of yeIIow in the center. There are so few
variegated rhododendrons. < 5
This rhododendron has beautiful pico-tee flowers, off-white
with red edges. In late April to early May, it forms tight trusses
of 12-15 flowers. It is said to slowly grow to 5 feet high in 10
years and is hardy to -18°C

It doesn’t have a desirable growth habit, as it tends to fan out
rather than growing upright. It also doesn’t hold its variegation
well, with some leaves reverting to solid green, as seen in the
photo. It is also known as ‘“Tumbling Teddy’ for its weak root
system that results in stem breakage from the roots, although |
have not experienced this.

This plant can take some early day sun, but should be protected
from the afternoon sun. My plant, seen in the photo, is about 7
years old. |1 don’t water it as much as | do other rhododendrons,
due to it being surrounded by other, less demanding, plants.
Photo taken May 3™, 2025 shows a mix of variegated and solid
green leaves.

If you want one, Green Thumb Nursery in Nanaimo lists having
some on their website.
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Nanaimo Rhododendron Society

Huge Plant Sale

in Victoria

The Victoria Rhododendron Society and Ken & Madeleine Webb

announce a

Huge Rhododendron Sale
Saturday, October 18

from1llamto 2 pm

5008 Old West Saanich Rd, Victoria.

There will be additional plants from the

Norm Todd Propagating Centre and also from John Verwolf.
We have lots of 2 gallons and need to reduce our inventory.

Everyone welcome!

~ thanks for the reminders, Dorothee

1. October Roundtable: your participation is needed: Our October program will be a round-table
discussion and we want to focus on “Favourite groundcovers or companion plants in your rhodo
garden”. Please consider talking about your favourite that does well in your rhodo beds and bring a
photo to show others the plant you will be talking about.

2. Needed — Big Pots!!! Many of the rhododendrons that are destined for planting into the Greig
Rhododendron Species Garden - Phase Il at Milner Gardens and Woodland are needing to be
transplanted into bigger pots. They are lovely looking plants that will need extra space to thrive until
they go into the ground. If you have any really large pots (5-gallon minimum), please bring them to the
October meeting, or let Chris, John & June, or Dorothee know so they can be picked up. Thanks for
your help!
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2026 Rhododendron of the Year Selections

Annually, thousands of people view the ROY selection lists at the ARS website. This information serves to
make people aware of the enormous diversity and beauty present in the genus and to motivate people to
purchase and grow rhododendrons. The primary audience is NOT other ARS members. The target audience is
the entire gardening community - the public that lives in the rhododendron growing areas of the US and

Canada.

It is once again time to decide on Rhododendron of the Year (ROY) selections for 2026. Please submit your selection
list to Verna Buhler (vibuhler@shaw.ca ) no later than October 25, 2025.

The criteria for selecting ROY plants is listed below:

1 Plants should have excellent foliage and flowers, an attractive plant habit, be pest and disease resistant
and cold hardy for the region. Can be either a hybrid or species.

1 Plants should be available for purchase in the trade from suppliers in your region or via online or mail

order providers.

1 Selections with registered rhododendron names are preferable. If unregistered, the ROY regional

coordinator will provide a plant description and truss photo for the selection.
f Plants should not have been on prior-year ROY lists for your region. (see below)

Here are the selections for our region since 2004:

Elepidote

2004 ‘Percy Wiseman’
2005 ‘Horizon Monarch’
2006 ‘Point Defiance’
2007 ‘Nancy Evans’
2008 ‘Marie Starks’
2009 ‘Fantastica’

2010 ‘Seaview Sunset’
2011 ‘Lem’s Cameo’
2012 ‘Lem's Monarch’
2013 ‘Wind Song’
2014 Fire Rim’

2015 ‘Taurus’

2016 ‘Seaview Sunset
2017 ‘True Blue’
2018 hodgsonii
2019 ‘The Honorable

,

Lepidote

‘Dora Amateis’
‘Ramapo’
‘Wee Bee’
‘Blaney’s Blue’
‘Vibrant Violet’
augustinii
‘Too Bee’
‘Bob’s Blue’
‘Blue Baron’
‘Razorbill’
‘Ginny Gee’
PJM group
‘Too Bee’
‘Razorbill’
‘Mary Fleming’

‘Crater Lake’

Jean Marie de Montague’

2020 ‘Viennese WaltZ'
2021 ‘Belva’s Joy’
2022 ‘Chemainus’

Vibrant Violet’
Manitou’
‘Wren’

2023 ‘Starbright Champagne’ pemakoense

2024 ‘Horizon Lakeside’
2025 ‘Night Music’

Vol. 34, no. 2 October 2025

‘ Gletschernacht’

R. impeditum

Deciduous Azalea

‘Arneson Gem’
‘Nifty Fifty’
‘Wash. State Centennial’
‘Cecile’

‘Cannon’s Double’
occidentale
‘Gibraltar’

luteum

‘Nifty Fifty’

‘White Lights’
‘Homebush’
Strawberry Ice’
‘Molalla Red’
‘Totally Awesome’
‘Rosy Lights’
‘Gumpo Fancy’

‘Fragrant Star’
‘Golden Flare’
‘Chetco’

‘Irene Koster’
‘Mount St. Helens’
R. calendulaceum

Evergreen Azalea

‘Fascination’
‘Hilda Niblett’
Silver Sword’
‘Mitsuki’
‘Girard’s Fuchsia’
‘Balsaminiflorum’
‘Rosebud’
‘Girard’s Fuchsia’
‘Hino-Crimson’
‘Purple Splendor’
‘Komo Kulshan’
‘Everest’
‘Glacier’
‘Schneeperle’
‘Ben Morrison’
‘Klondyke’

‘Pearl Bradford’

‘Roehr’s Peggy Ann’
‘Frosted Orange’

‘Mother’s Day’

R. kiusianum var. kiusianum
‘Mount Seven Star’
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SAVE THE
DATE |

American Rhododendron Society

2026 Spring Convention

Vancouver Island, British Columbia
Rhododendrons & Companions
In a Changing Climate

April 2 1 0 26, 2026

Highlights:

Y Garden Tours in Qualicum Beach, Parksville, Nanaimo

T Pre-and Post-tours of public and private gardens in Victoria and
the Cowichan Valley

T Speakers, Plant Sales, Banquet in Qualicum Beach

T Partnering with the Rhododendron Species Botanical Garden:
Annual Meeting and Speakers from RSBG

OrganibzythARXhapters
onvVancouwdraBdi tCaslhumbi a
Morienf or maaod miosmogo n !

L L
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know what

SeeninPassing dyou just never

During a recent trip to Ireland and Northern Ireland, we came across a few interesting garden related items...

In the Palm House
at the Botanic
Garden in Belfast,
we found
Impatiens sodenii
also known as the
Poor Man’s
Rhododendron.
Native to East
Africa, it’s a
flowering bushy
perennial. It hasa
prolonged
blooming period,
reaching up to 8
feet in height. It
dies back with the first fall frost, but will reappear
the woody crown survives the winter.

Photo from RHS website
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Meadow in
Progress

We want our communlty to be a place where nature
can thrive. So this area is being naturally restored as a
wildflower meadow to help pollinators like bees.

Triswl tahe tme. By mowing 5. we 3¢ ghn g rathe wikHowers 3 chance
o growy - the best source of nectar 97d polen for our ool sess,

In many of the places we visited in Europe, we’ve
noticed a commitment to “rewilding” and to
supporting pollinators through planting wildflowers or
moving towards a more natural garden. The
manicured, fertilized, weeded, water hungry lawn is on
the way out. We saw evidence of this in parks,
boulevards, private gardens, green space etc. Here’s
an example from Kilkenny in Ireland.

Durbeg the yoar & wil ook ke the pieares be ow: buzeng with | fe, bri kant
Tor Bodousiy, and a han for polinoions and oo midife

sering
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Nanaimo Rhododendron Society

geothermally heated greenhouses specializing in
growing tomatoes. We’ve never seen tomato plants

more than 5 meters long.
o i gy y

As you can see, they’re extremely
productive.

13
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Clerodendron berry in our garden right
now. (Photo John Deniseger)

Looking forward to seeing
you atour AGM on
Octo ber 9th! &

14
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