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President’s Message T
Greetings NRS members from your new executive (same as your
previous executive, with the addition of David Smith who has
joined the Board). Thank you, David!

Our October meeting was very productive: Elections, member
acceptance of changes to our By-Laws and a very active
discussion of groundcovers and companion plants. It was
interesting for me to see at least as many “unwanted”
groundcovers, i.e. invasive species, as desirable varieties were
mentioned. | look forward to the list that John and June will put
into this newsletter (see p.6). And while | think of it: June & John
have been our newsletter editors for a long time and we all have
benefitted from their excellent work. They are now hoping to
lessen the load and train another member in the newsletter
tasks. Please consider it.

A quick note on upcoming programs: In November, Madison
Wagenaar from the RDN will speak on “Water Smart Gardening”-
a most appropriate topic given the extremely dry summer we
had this year.

And then there will be the Christmas Potluck and Auction.
Details will follow, but in the meantime mark your calendars
since it is an unusual date: Thursday December 4!

Lastly: I hope that by now all of you have submitted your
membership dues (the required info can be found again in this
newsletter —see p.4).

See you at the next meeting,

. The Rhodomentum

Navaimo Rhododendron Society Newsletter

OUR EXECUTIVE
President: Dorothee Kieser
Vice President: Gaylle McRae
Secretary: Margaret Cadwaladr
Treasurer: Eliane Leclerc
Directors:
Joyce Clarke
Arthur Lightburn
Rosina Schmidt
David Smith
Krystyna Sosulski
Chris Southwick
COMMITTEE CHAIRS:
Library Ann Beamish / Gaylle McRae
Marketing Margaret Cadwaladr
Newsletter June Bouchard / John Deniseger
Membership Krystyna Sosulski
Program by Committee
Raffle Val Harvey
Sunshine Gaylle McRae

Coffee/goodies Rasmey Meas
Bargain Table = Reinhold Gorgosilich

Website Rosina Schmidt / Liz Higgins
Bus Tour vacant
Propagation Rosina Schmidt

Hailey Grove  Deborah Francis
Show & Sale Jan Moles, lone Brown, April
Johnson
Nanaimo Rhododendron Society
Box 241, #101-5170 Dunster Road
Nanaimo, BC V9T 6M4
Website: nanaimorhodos.ca

Dorotfhee @
D Our Next Meeting: Thursday, November 13th at 7:30
"Watersmart Gardening” with Madison Wagenaar from the RDN's
'‘Drinking Water and Watershed Program’
At Beban Park Social Centre
J
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NOVEMBER MEETING PROGRAM:

Join Madison Wagenaar, Outreach Coordinator for the RDN’s ‘Drinking Water
and Watershed Protection (DWWP) program’ for a presentation about
WaterSmart Gardening. This presentation will cover what the DWWP program is,
how to have a WaterSmart garden, and rebates that you can apply for!

Madison has a scientific background (BSc; Biology; Chemistry) and has been
working for the RDN for the past four years. When she is not talking about water
conservation, you can find her birding at a local marsh.

Water Smoawt Ideas at our November Meeting

As we write this, the rain has arrived and the prolonged summer drought
already begun to fade from our memories. Only a few weeks ago we were
being impacted in so many ways: forest fires, smoke, water conservation
due to low water levels, wells running dry, salmon struggling to swim
upstream, etc etc. We had friends staying with us after they had to
evacuate due to the Wesley Ridge wildfire. From a gardening perspective,

% .
ﬁi :::::;:;:’Z " i | it'sbeen achallenging time as we try to guide our plants through the
e o wmesnata |- extremes of our changing climate.

While the summer drought is still fresh in our minds, we need to think about what we can all do in our own
gardens to conserve water, while ensuring that our gardens will continue to thrive. The RDN’s Team Water
Smart does a great job raising awareness, providing information and ideas. In preparation for our upcoming
meeting, you might like to check out their website to learn more at Team Water Smart

Sty connected - check the: NRS web-page - new
things added regulawly! Check it out HERE

Vol. 34, no. 3 November 2025


https://www.getinvolved.rdn.ca/team-watersmart
http://nanaimorhodos.ca/

Nanaimo Rhododendron Society

A great big thank you to Jennifer McKee, Ann Beamish
and Linda Lawry for bringing goodies for our November

meeting break!
Need a ***Members are encouraged to carpool.
% If you need a ride to the meeting or event, or if you can offer one, please email Dorothee

ﬁ Kieser at dorotheekieser@shaw.ca
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Raffle Plants for our upcoming meeting on November 13, 2025

Dick & Ann Beamish and | travelled to Victoria on October 18" to the Victoria Rhododendron Club’s Plant Sale
at Ken and Madeleine Webb’s lovely home and garden to purchase plants for the NRS raffle table. We
purchased several plants which are not generally available in local nurseries and plants that we felt were well
worth planting in our own gardens (or that we already had and highly recommend). Each month we hope to
have a paragraph or so in the newsletter regarding the plants we chose. We hope you enjoy them and tell
your friends to come and see if they can win one of these beautiful plants.

R. davidsonianum ‘Ruth Lyons’

R. davidsonianum ‘Ruth Lyons’ is a very fine clear pink wide funnel
shaped flowers in April-May. This selected clone of rhododendron
species davidsonianum is very free flowering. Leaves are narrow and
pointed, and V-shaped in profile. Height is approximately four feet
(120cm) in 10 years. It is easy to grow and looks wonderful next to R.
augustinii which has a similar upright habit. They are both in the
triflora subsection.

R. davidsonianum ‘Ruth Lyons’ was given the Royal Horticultural
Society’s Award of Garden Merit.

R. ‘Blue Baron’

Rhododendron hybrid ‘Blue Baron’ is a sought-after plant due
to the amazing colour of its trusses and neat, well-behaved
habit. It grows to approximately two feet in ten years and fits
easily into a small garden. It blooms well in sun or partial sun
and seems to take even full sun very well. It also blooms young
and this year, this specific plant on the raffle table also
bloomed in the fall. It is also a very hardy plant and has both
russatum and augustinii in its complicated heritage. No wonder
it has such great colour!! This photo is credited to Weston
Nurseries.
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R. roxieanum ‘Hilliers’

Rhododendron roxieanum ‘Hilliers’ likely refers to a specific
variety or clone of the species that was cultivated or
introduced by the renowned British nursery, Hillier's. There is
no official cultivar with the name ‘Hilliers’, but the nursery is
frequently cited in rhododendron history for its contributions
to horticulture.

R. roxieanum is primarily valued for its striking foliage, which
features long, narrow leaves with a thick, rusty-brown,
indumentum on the underside. The key feature is its foliage.
The dark green linear leaves have a unique, glossy appearance
and a pronounced indumentum on the reverse, making the
plant visually interesting even when not in bloom. Itis a slow-
growing, compact evergreen shrub. The bell-shaped flowers are typically white, often flushed with pink and
marked with darker, reddish-purple spots inside. It blooms in mid-to-late spring. The species is known to be
shy to flower, especially when young. In other words, it takes a number of years before it does flower. Itis a
hardy species and is known to survive even down to minus 23 degrees Celsius. The photograph by Frank Helm
is from the ARS website of the similar but not identical R. roxieanum var. roxieanum.
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Please make sure yow hawve renewed your

This is the time of the year to renew our ARS (American
Rhododendron Society) membership! If you haven’t already
paid, you could bring a cheque or cash to the November
13th meeting, or you could do an e-transfer

to: nanaimorhodo@gmail.com

The fees this year are:
- $45 single, $50 family — with digital version of JARS only
- $60 (single or family) if you wish to receive the printed copy of JARS
- Associate memberships remain at $15

Did you know??? We are on Facebook as the Nanaimo Rhododendron Society.
Upcoming events will be posted there and members will be able to add photographs
or items of interest to other members.
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A look back at our last meeting...

Our Annual General Meeting (AGM) went very smoothly. Our club’s executive team has done a great
job over the last year. At our AGM, the entire executive returned for another year with the addition
of David Smith! Welcome to the team David! Continuity will help the club’s activities run smoothly.

Thank you everyone for all of your hard work in support to the NRS!!!

In addition to the AGM, Chris Southwick guided us through a great discussion of groundcovers, companion

plants and plants you might like to avoid. The good plants tended to get cheers while those with invasive

tendencies were jeered. Occasionally, we didn’t agree but that only lead to more interesting discussion.

A lively discussion expertly
guided by Chris Southwick.
Thank you, Chris, for
leading us once again.
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Groundcovers

Companion Plants

Plants to Avoid

European Ginger (Asarum)
- best in full shade

Heuchera (Coral Bells)

Periwinkle

Cornus canadensis
aka Dwarf Dogwood or
Bunchberry

Pieris — be aware of Lacewing

Morning Glory

Saxifrage (London Pride)

Camellia sasanqua or many other
varieties

English lvy

Creeping Thyme

Primulas — many, many varieties

Lily of the Valley

Creeping Phlox

Hellebores — bloom from Christmas
through to late spring, depending on
variety

Trailing Blackberry
Salmonberry

Cyclamen coum (spring
bloomer) or C. hederifolium (fall
bloomer)

Japanese Maples — endless varieties

St John’s Wort (Hypericum)

Vanilla leaf — will spread but
easy to control

Oregon Grape — drought tolerant native
plant

Isotoma (Blue Star Creeper)

Trilliums — drought tolerant
native plant

Stinging Nettle (??7?)

Alstroemeria

Lithodora “Grace Ward”

Salal — drought tolerant native plant that
can help retain moisture in soil during
dry summers

Milkweed — a great plant for
butterflies but can spread

Native Bleeding Heart (Dicentra
Formosa) — drought tolerant
native plant

Ferns: Hart’s Tongue Fern (Asplenium
scolopendrium) — evergreen partial
shade to shade; Maidenhair fern; Sword
fern

Montbretia (Crocosmia)

Oxalis auriculata ‘rubra’

Salvia officinalis ‘Berggarten’

Bamboo

Kinnikinnick —another drought | Skimmia Some Euphorbias -can spread
tolerant native plant and have dangerous sap
Omphalodes (navelwort) Epimedium Ajuga (Bugleweed)

Succulents e.g. Sempervirens
such as Hen and Chicks

Evergreen huckleberry

Creeping Jenny (Lysimachia
nummularia)

Delosperma cooperi (Ice Plant)

Lamium

Diervilla lonicera

Purple Geranium

Lemon Balm

Bracken fern

Viola

Some Campanulas
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More from our last meeting...
Certificates of Appreciation / Gift were presented to two very deserving members!

-
1

As a new member of the NRS Executive,
David deserves thanks not only for stepping
up, but also for many other things such as

hosting the 2025 year-end potluck.
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A thank you to Rosina who has done so
much for NRS: organizing events, being
president, keeping the Hailey work parties
going, plus many other things including
website maintenance and being active in
the propagation group.

.“'}'_’

Photos by Liz Higgins
and June Bouchard

Vol. 34, no. 3 November 2025



Nanaimo Rhododendron Society

A ook Ahead to our Meeting Programs for the remainder of the Club Year —
our program committee has beeh busy!

November 13th: Madison Wagenaar from the Regional District of Nanaimo — speaking on Water Smart
practices for the home gardener. Click here to know more.

December 4t': Our annual Christmas Potluck and Auction — full details will be in the December newsletter.
PLEASE NOTE: First Thursday of the month — not second!!!

January 8th: June Bouchard and John Deniseger "Looking for Rhododendron canadense and what we found
along the way...."

February 12th: Betty Cunnin from Master Gardeners will speak about companion plants for rhododendrons.
Specifically, different groups of rhodos and their differing cultural requirements and the plants that go well
with the differing soil types and associated cultural requirements.

March 12th: Chris Southwick and Sue Klapwijk speaking about Azaleas.
April 9th: Learning about rhododendron truss displays and how to do it successfully. Speaker to be decided.

May 14th: Member’s Choice of their 2" Favourite Rhododendron — One selection per member, please with
photo and notes

June 13t (tentative date) — Year End Potluck
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Twigs and Stems — Calehdar of (Jpcoming Events:

Hailey Rhododendron Grove: il
Work bees on the 2" Tuesday each month. **PLEASE NOTE: November work bee is e R s
cancelled due to Remembrance Day.

Cowichan Valley Rhododendron Society:

Topic TBA, Wednesday, November 5th, at The Hub in Duncan at 7:00.

Mount Arrowsmith Rhododendron Society:

“Container Bog Gardening” with Justin Dunning, Qualicum Beach Civic Center,
Wednesday, November 12" at 7:30.

North Island Rhododendron Society:

Topic TBA, Comox United Church Hall, Tuesday, November 11t at 7:00.
Victoria Rhododendron Society:

Topic TBA with John Verwolf, Couvelier Pavilion, Glendale Gardens, 505 Quayle Rd, Saanich, Thursday, November 6th,
7:30pm.

Milner Gardens and Woodland:

Closed for November. Milner Christmas Magic is coming — open for December 4-7, 11-14, and 18-21, 2025 from
5:00pm-8:30pm. (Last entry 8:00pm). Admission by donation. Check the Milner website for details at Milner Christmas
Magic

Open Friday and Saturday, 11:00 to 3:30, beginning October 6™. For details, check the Milner Website

Milner Shadehouse at Longmeadow: See page 11 for details on upcoming schedule and work bees.
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Accessing the New Digital Journal of the American
Rhododendron Society (JARS) by Glen Jamieson, JARS Editor

A number of JARS changes will be coming to the ARS and its members in
2026, as outlined below:

1) A new digital JARS format has been added to the two existing formats (the
print JARS that is mailed to all members and the online pdf accessible to

members at the ARS website e s 8
https://www.arsoffice.org/protectl/users/online.asp). For many years now, :......"__:.:._:7:::......

members have been able to access the pdf JARS. Members wishing to do
this have to register their membership number on the ARS website above
and use a passcode. Your ARS membership number is located on the address label from every

mailed printed JARS or can be obtained from your chapter membership chair.

The advantage of the pdf is that it Is a reasonable file size that can be downloaded and saved on your
computer, and available pdfs go back 13 years, to 2012.

2) The new digital JARS is in an HTML format which will allow it to be read on any platform — cellphone,
tablet or computer. Because of its smaller screen, cellphones should be used in landscape mode to
allow a wider text line. The link to each new digital JARS will be emailed to all ARS members (which is
why everyone needs to make sure their email address is available and accurate) through
Rhodonotes. Accessing the digital JARS will require inputting some personal information (your name,
chapter and language you plan to use) so the ARS can keep track of who is using it. Finally, there will be
a simple testnswerr to make sure you are not a robot!

3) The digital JARS is important because unique among garden society journals, the digital JARS, through
the magic of Al, will be available and switchable to eleven languages. Currently they are Chinese,
Danish, Dutch, English, Finnish, French, German, Japanese, Norwegian, Spanish, and Swedish. To
choose a language, just click on the desired flag shown at the beginning of the digital JARS screen. One
can leapfrog through the articles in the digital JARS issue, going to any article immediately by clicking
on the number for each article shown on the right side of the screen. Sequence is shown in the Table of
Contents. The HTML JARS is one file and can be copied and saved in Word just as easy for all articles as
for one article, but because it has very large images, the file size will be very large.

4) One of the main reasons the digital JARS has been created is to make JARS easily available in many
languages and in different formats (tablet, computer and cell phone). By making digital JARS appealing
to our members worldwide, we hope to significantly reduce the cost of getting JARS to all member.
Unfortunately, our membership dues do not currently cover the annual cost of operating the society.
Like many garden societies, our membership has been declining. By choosing to receive the digital
JARS, our members can help reduce printing and mailing costs while still receiving this important
publication.

5) Switching from a print JARS to the digital JARS by members has the potential to reduce cost. In order
to make this happen, members wishing to receive the print JARS will have an increase in membership
dues by $10 US.

6) There will be no ARS membership dues increase for those members selecting to receive only the digital
JARS. To further reduce JARS cost, the number of JARS issues produced each year starting with the
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2026 membership year will be reduced from four to three, with a new issue released every four
months.

The importance of the ARS having your current email address

By choosing the digital JARS, you will not incur an increase in your membership dues to the ARS. But the ARS
must have your accurate and up-to-date email address in order to get the link to the digital JARS to you on
time. This is critical. Please check with your Chapter’s Membership Chair or directly with Katherine Sterner,
ARS Office Administrator (member@arsoffice.org), to ensure the email address on file for you is correct, and if
it changes, please notify them ASAP.

A message from Dorothee — sent to our membership on October 10%, the day after our last meeting:
Hello NRS Folks:

At yesterday’s AGM, several of you mentioned that you did not get messages from Dave Banks at the ARS. His
periodic mail-outs include information about the ARS events and also about getting the digital ARS journal etc.
| have put a link in where you can reach him and let him know that you are an ARS member and would like to
be on his mailing list. You can access that link HERE

Good to see so many of you at the AGM and the interest in the Roundtable discussion.

Hailey Rhododendrovw Grove ~ Bowen Park

October in Hailey Grove showed many
plants blooming, out of season. The
weather is playing havoc on the
rhododendrons. Deborah and Kevin
planted a few hundred daffodil bulbs in
the hopes that we will have a splash of
colour in early spring. Many thanks to the
volunteers that help make Hailey thrive.
In order to observe Remembrance Day our
November work bee has been cancelled.
We hope to see everyone out on

December 9™, weather permitting. (Photo by
Deborah Francis)

10
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Anh Update on our Activities at Milher

Longmeadow Shadehouse at Milner

The Longmeadow Shadehouse ‘Checking Crew’ is taking the winter off. The shadehouse has been put to bed
for winter. Thank you all for your diligent monitoring of Longmeadow. The plants are very healthy and

growing amazingly well.

Greig Rhododendron Species Garden

On Tuesday, October 7t", a group of volunteers repotted each of the 75
species rhododendrons that we’ve been growing on for phase 2. While the
plants thrived through the spring and summer, they were ready to be
repotted. We used a planting mix consisting of about 50% arborist’s mulch,
40% peat-based soil mix and small amounts of both sea soil and vermiculite.
We went through about 2 % yards. Thank you to Chris Southwick, Deborah
Francis, Steve Poschner, Guy Loyer, Jim Cadwaladr and John Deniseger for
getting it done (even when the sprinkler system unexpectedly came on).

(Photos by Guy Loyer and John Deniseger)

***Work bees are scheduled for Wednesday morning
from 9 to noon, into November, weather permitting.
Initially, we’ll largely focus on mulching while further
activities will likely begin preparing phase 2 for planting.
Stay tuned for further information in upcoming
newsletters and emails. We will be looking for help with
some of the on-site work from the NRS membership.
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Pla/ylt Ofﬂ\o@ MO’V\ﬂbe Ron Sutton

Rhododendron ‘Purple Passion’

Do you like the colour purple?

If yes, then this rhododendron should be in your
garden.

When | first started collecting rhododendrons in
Ontario, it was one of my favourites, that’s why |
have two of them planted in our garden.

Its rich purple flower colour looks great in the
garden. It’s an open pollinated seedling of R. ‘Purple
Splendor’ introduced by M.A Blough.

The four-inch-long green leaves are unremarkable,
with no tomentum or indumentum. The three-inch-
wide purple flowers with a white blotch, are the
reason to have this plant. They form beautiful ball
shaped trusses of 12-16 flowers, and bloom here in
late May. The plant grows to approximately six feet
high in 10 years. It is quite hardy, but not as hardy as
its rating of -32°C, from my experience growing it in
Ontario. It would get pretty beaten up from
temperatures half that low, but would survive. Here on the island, everyone should be able to grow it. Ideally
it likes part shade, but it will tolerate full sun. This rhododendron is pretty common in the plant trade, and it is
readily available at garden centers. It’'s so common, | almost didn’t want to write about it. The photo is of my
plant taken May 26, 2019 with Azalea ‘Gibraltar’ next to it

:PVOPW{/O‘W N@\Ué’ by Rosina Schmidt
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This photo shows the cuttings planted on
June 9%, 2025, with the very early and early
blooming rhododendron cuttings. While
most of the plants already show new
shoots, the early dwarf bloomer, R.
cilpinense, is a true “early bird”, as visible in
the photo.

R.cilpinense is a true delight when the pink
blossoms open right after the snow melts.

—
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At our Qctober meeting, Dorothee’s Apple [Lemon Cake
generated a ot Of interest. Here’s the recCipe: N

Apple Lemon Cake (From my friend Gail)
Serves 12-15: A superb cake that improves with age (I tend to make it 2-3 days ahead of serving)

4 cups peeled, coarsely chopped apples (tart is good)
1% csugar

2 eggs

% c vegetable oil

2 tvanilla

2 c flour (sifted)

2 tsp baking powder

1 tsp salt

2 tsp ground cinnamon

% ¢ chopped walnuts

Combine apples and sugar. Set aside. In a large bowl mix eggs, oil, and vanilla. Beat 1 minute

Combine dry ingredients and add to egg mixture alternating with apple mix. This will be very stiff. All walnuts
Put in a greased & floured 9x13 in pan and bake at 350 F for 45 to 50 minutes. Cool completely

Lemon Glaze

1 cicing sugar

1% Tbsp lemon Juice

% tsp vanilla

1 Tbsp light corn syrup

Beat well until smooth and drizzle over cooled cake.

Do you wanht to Khow what is going on in the Club before
everyone else? Here’s your chance!

As mentioned in previous newsletters and at the last meeting,
we’re stepping down as your newsletter editors — hopefully, by the
end of this year —i.e. June 2026. Obviously, there would be a
transition period until the next editor(s) is/are comfortable and feel
confident — as there was when we stepped up many years ago — we
would certainly be more than happy to help with that transition.

If you’re thinking that this might be for you, please email us or
come and talk to us at the next meeting if you would like to know
more — we’re looking forward to hearing from you — whoever you
— are...

It’s a great Way to CohhecCt to the greater gardening Community both (ocCally,

onh the islahd, ahd beyond!

Qoo! Ooo!
Me! I'll do it!
Pick me!

13
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SAVE THE
DATE |

American Rhododendron Society

2026 Spring Convention

Vancouver Island, British Columbia
Rhododendrons & Companions
In a Changing Climate

April 2 1 0 26, 2026

Highlights:

Y Garden Tours in Qualicum Beach, Parksville, Nanaimo

T Pre-and Post-tours of public and private gardens in Victoria and
the Cowichan Valley

T Speakers, Plant Sales, Banquet in Qualicum Beach

T Partnering with the Rhododendron Species Botanical Garden:
Annual Meeting and Speakers from RSBG

OrganibzythARXhapters
onvVancouwdraBdi tCaslhumbi a
Morienf or maaod miosmogo n !
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ARS 2026 Spring Convention
Vancouver Island

By Linda Derkach
| think by now most of our members know that we are leading the planning for a Vancouver
Island-wide Spring gathering of members of the American Rhododendron Society.

Here’s some preliminary information to put you in the loop:

Tuesday, April 21, 2025 to Saturday, April 25, 2025

9 Tuesday T Bus pretour of gardens from Victoria to Sooke

1 Wednesday 1 Bus pretour of Victoria gardens, both days organized by théictoria
Rhododendron Society

1 Thursday T Car-pooling tour of country gardens in the Cowichan Valley
put on by theCowichan Valley Rhododendron Society

1 Friday T Welcome to all at the Qualicum Beach Civic Centrg Speakers, plant sale,
prizes, tour of Milner Gardens, plus the AGM of the Rhododendron Species
Foundation, social time with friends, ARS Awards, Buffet Dinner at QBQGll
organized byMARSand the Nanaimo Rhododendron SocietyPlant sale managed by
North Island RS

1 Saturday T Bus post-tour of gardens from Qualicum to Nanaimo returnorganized by
the Nanaimo Rhododendron Society dinner together in the evening at a local
restaurant.

Each day of the convention is individually priced so you can do one or two or all of the

days of the convention. Dinners are optional but will be very reasonable so please plan to

join us!

Every day will offer spectacular gardens and fun activities for participants.

Detailed information on each day is coming soon. We are working hard to keep the cost of
q6 Rt WEAYU2IJUgqRYUOWeEnnY!lI T ¢HOGUWNY! W
PLEASE SAVE THESE DATES
and join us for this fabulous 5day event right here on Vancouver Island!!

15
Vol. 34, no. 3 November 2025



Nanaimo Rhododendron Society

Stewartia monadelpha in the Greig
Rhododendron Species Garden at Milner
S 'Y B TN R P e, 7 80

" R.‘Hansel” in full bloom in our garden this
% week — silly thing seems rather confused...

e il
w - ™

.
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