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The Rhodomentum 
   Nanaimo Rhododendron Society Newsletter 

                                                                December 2025   

President’s Message   
Greetings: 

It is hard to believe that our Christmas Potluck and Silent Auction 
is just around the corner. I am sure that by now you have all 
marked your calendars for December 4th! 
At this point, I am not quite ready for the Holiday times – so 
much to do still in the garden: clean up, leaf raking around the 
fruit trees to minimize pests next season (I leave the leaves in 
the rest of the garden), mulch the beds with the leaves to keep 
the roots of the plants cozy during the cold months and to build 
up the soil, divide some of the perennials and much more.  But 
once the holidays arrive, it will be fun to get together with family 
and friends. 
Speaking of getting together brings me back to December 4th: 
Doors open at 5 pm for set-up and we will be ready for all of you 
to arrive at around 5:30. We will start with a fun social activity 
/mixer planned for 6 pm, immediately followed by the potluck 
dinner. NRS will provide the traditional turkey (thank you, Art & 
Susan for preparing it) and some non-alcoholic punch. Please 
bring a potluck dish to share.  Also, please bring your own dishes 
and utensils to minimize disposable waste.  
And then the main event – The Fundraiser Silent Auction:   
Please consider bringing a plant or other garden-related item. As 
per tradition, we will also have a raffle table for smaller items. 
So, bring your cheque book (or cash) for all the lovely things you 
will take home. Also, there will be jars for money donations for 
the Salvation Army food bank – so badly needed especially at 
this time of the year. 
Hope to see you all there for this great and fun event! 
Dorothee 
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Our Next Meeting: Thursday, December 4th at 5:30 

“Our Annual Christmas Potluck and Silent Auction” 
At Beban Park Social Centre 

 
 

 

https://nanaimorhodos.ca/


Nanaimo Rhododendron Society 
 

2 
Vol. 34, no. 4 December 2025 
 

Christmas Social and Auction ~December 4th 
Once again, it is time for our annual Christmas Party 

and Auction to be held in our regular meeting room on 

Thursday, December 4th – come early to get a good table – 

doors open at 5:30. A fun social activity/mixer is planned for 

6 pm, immediately followed by the potluck. After dinner: 

The Silent Auction. 

This is your opportunity to sample a wide variety of great 

food, socialize with other club members and have a chance to bid on some special plants and other garden 

related “treasures”.   

You don’t want to miss this! 😊  
This year’s event will be similar to last year with a Fundraiser Silent Auction and a couple of 

“Mystery Items”! 

Please check out the following guidelines to help you prepare for this fun event: 
 

¶ Fundraiser will be mostly a silent auction – but be prepared for 

mystery wrapped prizes!!!  AND of course, there will also be a raffle!!! 

¶ The NRS social committee will be providing coffee, tea and a non-

alcoholic punch, as well as turkey!  

¶ In addition to your own plates, glasses, cups and cutlery, please bring 
your favorite potluck dish to share (guideline: to feed approx. 8-10 people) 
– sweet or savoury (appetizer, salad, veggie dish, dessert).  

¶ We are looking for items for the auction! Donations of plants 

(preferred) and garden related items are welcome.  Please contact a 
member of the executive if you need help transporting larger items.   

 

Everyone Welcome – bring friends, guests, neighbours…!         

¶ For our auction, please - cash and cheques are 

preferred – but the Square will also be available for 

debit/credit.  

¶ On-site E-transfers will also be possible. 

This year, there will not be a box provided for dry good 

donations for Loaves and Fishes.  Instead, we are welcoming cash or cheque donations only – 

they can then allocate the funds to where it is needed most – $1 donated buys the food bank 

$4-5 in food value! We’ll also be donating 10% of the auction sales to this organization.   
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A look back at our last meetingé 

 
Madison Wagenaar from the RDN’s Drinking Water and 
Watershed Protection Program gave us a great presentation 
outlining what their program is all about.  Through partnerships 
and collaboration, the DWWPP is working to learn more about 
water in our region, make better land use decisions and help 
communities protect the environment.  Highlighted activities 
included community watershed monitoring, demonstration rain 
gardens, watershed education, Team Watersmart, a landscape 
water use calculator and a water stewardship rebate program.  
To learn more about the program’s wide range of activities in 
our region, check out the DWWPP’s website at DWWPP website  
It’s worth taking a look at! 
 
Here’s an example – their brochure on Water Wise Gardening 

 

 

https://rdn.bc.ca/drinking-water-and-watershed-protection
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There was a lot of 
interest in the rebates… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The BC Landscape water 
calculator looks like an 
interesting and useful tool.  
You can check it out HERE  

 

 

Stay connected ð check the NRS web page ð new 

things added regularly! Check it out HERE  
 

***Members are encouraged to carpool. 

If you need a ride to a meeting or event, or if you can offer one, 
please email Dorothee Kieser at dorotheekieser@shaw.ca 

 

https://bcwatercalculator.ca/landscape/irrigation
http://nanaimorhodos.ca/
mailto:dorotheekieser@shaw.ca
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Remembering Frank Fujioka 

In late October, with the passing of Frank Fujioka, the Rhododendron world 
lost a special plantsman and hybridizer.  Born in Hawaii, Frank spent many 
years working for the U.S. Forest Service before becoming a high school 
teacher and counsellor in the Seattle area.  His home and garden on 
Whidbey Island was spectacular with views out over Puget Sound.  Frank 
spent many years hybridizing rhododendrons, creating sought after hybrids 
that are now featured in many of our gardens and our truss shows. Frank left 
us a wonderful legacy of beautiful hybrids that thrive in our climate.  Here 
are a few examples which are prized possessions in many of our gardens: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

R. ‘Chemainus’ photo by Frank Fujioka R. ‘Cherries and Merlot’ photo by Keifer Nursery 

R. ‘Saffron Silk’ photo by Frank Fujioka R. ‘Vibrant Violet’ photo by Don Kohlenberger 
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R. ‘Seaview Sunset’ photo by Frank Fujioka 

R. ‘Midnight Mystique’ photo by Frank Fujioka R. ‘Starbright Champagne’ photo by Kenneth Cox 

R. ‘Burgundy Lace’ photo by Frank Fujioka 

R. ‘Elsie Watson’ photo by Frank Fujioka R. ‘Silver Skies’ photo by Richard Gustafson 
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OUR NRS PROGRAM FOR THE REST OF THE YEAR: 
December 4th: Our annual Christmas Potluck and Auction – see details above on p.2. PLEASE NOTE: First 

Thursday of the month – not second!!! 

January 8th:  June Bouchard and John Deniseger: "Looking for Rhododendron canadense and what we found 

along the way...." 

February 12th: Betty Cunnin from Master Gardeners will speak about άCompanion Plants for Rhododendronsέ.  

Specifically, different groups of rhodos and their differing cultural requirements and the plants that go well 

with the differing soil types and associated cultural requirements. 

March 12th:  Chris Southwick and Sue Klapwijk speaking about άAzaleasέ. 

April 9th: άLearning about Rhododendron Truss Displays & How to do it Successfullyέ.  Speaker to be decided. 

May 14th:  Member’s Choice of their 2nd Favourite Rhododendron – One selection per member, please with 

photo and notes 

June 13th (tentative date) – Year End Potluck   

***************************************************************************** 

Twigs and Stems – Calendar of Upcoming Events: 
 

Hailey Rhododendron Grove:  
Work bees on the 2nd Tuesday each month.  

Cowichan Valley Rhododendron Society:  
Next meeting February 4th, at The Hub in Duncan at 7:00.  

Mount Arrowsmith Rhododendron Society:  
Christmas Social, Qualicum Beach Community Hall, 644 Memorial Ave, Wednesday, 
December 10th at 4:30.   Please register in advance - $30 per person. 

North Island Rhododendron Society:   
Christmas Social, Driftwood Restaurant, 1130 Cliffe, Courtenay, Tuesday, December 9th from 12:00 to 2:00.  $15 per 
person. Please purchase tickets in advance. 

Victoria Rhododendron Society:  
Christmas Potluck, Couvelier Pavilion, Glendale Gardens, 505 Quayle Rd, Saanich, Thursday, December 4th, 6:00pm.   

Milner Gardens and Woodland:    
Closed for November. Milner Christmas Magic is coming – open for December 4-7, 11-14, and 18-21, 2025 from 5:00pm-
8:30pm. (Last entry 8:00pm). Admission by donation. Check the Milner website for details at Milner Christmas Magic 
Hailey Grove Work bee: Work bee on Tuesday, December 9th (the 2nd Tuesday each month); see p. 11 for details. 

 

 

Did you know??? We are on Facebook as the Nanaimo Rhododendron 

Society. Upcoming events will be posted there and members will be able 

to add photographs or items of interest to other members.  

 

https://milnergardens.viu.ca/special-events
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Accessing the New Digital Journal of the American 

Rhododendron Society (JARS) by Glen Jamieson, JARS Editor 
ό9ŘΦ bƻǘŜΥ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜǇŜŀǘ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ŀǎ нлнс ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ 

how to access JARS digital version if you have opted for it when renewing your membership.) 
 

A number of JARS changes will be coming to the ARS and its members in 

2026, as outlined below: 

1) A new digital JARS format has been added to the two existing formats (the 
print JARS that is mailed to all members and the online pdf accessible to 
members at the ARS website 
https://www.arsoffice.org/protect1/users/online.asp). For many years now, members have been able 
to access the pdf JARS.  Members wishing to do this have to register their membership number on the 
ARS website above and use a passcode.  Your ARS membership number is located on the address 
label from every mailed printed JARS or can be obtained from your chapter membership chair.  
The advantage of the pdf is that it Is a reasonable file size that can be downloaded and saved on your 

computer, and available pdfs go back 13 years, to 2012. 

2) The new digital JARS is in an HTML format which will allow it to be read on any platform – cellphone, 
tablet or computer. Because of its smaller screen, cellphones should be used in landscape mode to 
allow a wider text line. The link to each new digital JARS will be emailed to all ARS members (which is 
why everyone needs to make sure their email address is available and accurate) through 
Rhodonotes.  Accessing the digital JARS will require inputting some personal information (your name, 
chapter and language you plan to use) so the ARS can keep track of who is using it. Finally, there will be 
a simple test8nswerr to make sure you are not a robot! 

3) The digital JARS is important because unique among garden society journals, the digital JARS, through 
the magic of AI, will be available and switchable to eleven languages. Currently they are Chinese, 
Danish, Dutch, English, Finnish, French, German, Japanese, Norwegian, Spanish, and Swedish. To 
choose a language, just click on the desired flag shown at the beginning of the digital JARS screen. One 
can leapfrog through the articles in the digital JARS issue, going to any article immediately by clicking 
on the number for each article shown on the right side of the screen. Sequence is shown in the Table of 
Contents. The HTML JARS is one file and can be copied and saved in Word just as easy for all articles as 
for one article, but because it has very large images, the file size will be very large. 

4) One of the main reasons the digital JARS has been created is to make JARS easily available in many 
languages and in different formats (tablet, computer and cell phone).  By making digital JARS appealing 
to our members worldwide, we hope to significantly reduce the cost of getting JARS to all member. 
Unfortunately, our membership dues do not currently cover the annual cost of operating the society. 
Like many garden societies, our membership has been declining.  By choosing to receive the digital 
JARS, our members can help reduce printing and mailing costs while still receiving this important 
publication.  

5) Switching from a print JARS to the digital JARS by members has the potential to reduce cost.  In order 
to make this happen, members wishing to receive the print JARS will have an increase in membership 
dues by $10 US.    

https://www.arsoffice.org/protect1/users/online.asp
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6) There will be no ARS membership dues increase for those members selecting to receive only the digital 
JARS. To further reduce JARS cost, the number of JARS issues produced each year starting with the 
2026 membership year will be reduced from four to three, with a new issue released every four 
months. 

 

The importance of the ARS having your current email address 

By choosing the digital JARS, you will not incur an increase in your membership dues to the ARS.  But the ARS 

must have your accurate and up-to-date email address in order to get the link to the digital JARS to you on 

time.  This is critical.  Please check with your Chapter’s Membership Chair or directly with Katherine Sterner, 

ARS Office Administrator (member@arsoffice.org), to ensure the email address on file for you is correct, and if 

it changes, please notify them ASAP. 

****************************************************** ************  

Propagation News    by Rosina Schmidt 

 

The cuttings that we planted after John 
Verwolf's instructions are doing better 
than the cuttings we planted with old 
know-how. John Verwolf's article on 
Rhododendron Soil Mixture has been 
posted on our website – check it out 
HERE – it’s quite an innovative practice!  

 

 

More from Rosina… 
 

Website Updates :  

 
The "Water Smart Gardening" presentation by Madison Wagenaar of the RDN has now been posted on the 
website – you can find it on the "Information" page – CLICK HERE to know more.  
 

Our NRS' Bylaws have been updated: please see under the Club Bylaws, also on the  Information Page  

****************************************************** ************  

òThere is something magical and beautiful about the 

silence of winter. Especially after a snowfall. The silence is 

so peaceful; so restful; so calm.ó (from The Homestead Garden Blog) 

mailto:member@arsoffice.org
https://nanaimorhodos.ca/nrs-soil-mixture-for-rhododendron-cuttings/
https://nanaimorhodos.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/WaterSmart-Gardening-Presentation-Rhodo-Nov-2025.pdf
https://nanaimorhodos.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/2025-Bylaw-update.pdf
https://nanaimorhodos.ca/information/
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An Update on our Activities at Milner 

Longmeadow Shadehouse at Milner 
 

When we built the shadehouse, we definitely weren’t thinking about bears.  We were thinking about deer, 
which is why the entire area is surrounded by a tall chain link fence.  In late October, a bear climbed the fence, 
entered the shadehouse through the open doors, but exited through the sidewalls.  As you can see, he/she left 
claw marks in the plastic.  The plants inside the shadehouse were untouched.  Thankfully, it wasn’t too difficult 
to repair – a little Tuck Tape and plastic patches… 

 

Greig Rhododendron Species Garden 
On Wednesday, November 12th, a group of 15 volunteers from the Nanaimo, Mount Arrowsmith and 
Cowichan Rhododendron Societies participated in the last work bee of the season.  We spread mulch, raked all 
of the pathways, cutback the perennials that needed trimming, told stories, had coffee and cookies and 
enjoyed the company of fellow gardeners!  Many hands really do make light work!  The species garden looks 
great! 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The group enjoying a well-deserved break! 
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Plant of the Month  by Ron Sutton 

Fatsia japonica (Japanese Aralia) 

I decided to take a break from writing about rhododendrons and 
write about a different plant. 
I chose Fatsia japonica, after recently looking at the one I have here 
in the garden.  It is native to Japan and South Korea.  When I first 
arrived on the island, the landlords of the suite we rented had one 
outside in a pot. The plant intrigued me, so I asked about it and 
learned what it was and that it was winter hardy for them.  Initially, 
I thought it was their indoor house plant, so was I delighted to learn 
it was actually hardy. Hardiness is listed as being good to -15°C or 
Zone 7b. The one I have has endured a couple of winters with -10°C 
without damage.  I have it planted under a large cedar which 
probably helps.  
This plant likes part to full shade and well drained acidic soil. It is 
somewhat drought tolerant when established, but water new 
plantings regularly.  The shiny leaves have 5-9 divided lobes and are 
8-12 inches wide.  It produces small, off-white, round flower 
clusters in the fall, which become black coloured berries, but I 
haven’t seen them on my plant.  It’s a moderate to fast grower, 
with new growth of 8-12 inches a year. It will form a trunk when it drops old leaves as it grows.  Ultimately, 
height will be 12-16 feet.  
There are a few different cultivars offered in the nursery trade, such as FJ. ‘Spider Web’ with whitish leaves – 
also a variegated form called FJ 'Variegata’ and another with long leaf lobes called FJ 'Green Fingers’. 
It’s a handsome foliage plant that will give your garden a bit of a tropical look.  Highly recommended if you like 
great foliage plants. 
 

****************************************************** ************  

Hailey Rhododendron Grove ~ Bowen Park  
 
Many thanks to the volunteers that help make Hailey thrive on 
every second Tuesday of the month!  We could use more people 
if you can spare the time…   
We hope to see everyone out on December 9th, weather 
permitting.  The following one will be on Tuesday, January 13th – 
again, weather permitting. 

 

 

My plant, photo taken October 20, 2025 
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Highlights: 
¶ Garden Tours in Qualicum Beach, Parksville, Nanaimo 

¶ Pre-and Post-tours of public and private gardens in Victoria and 

the Cowichan Valley 

¶ Speakers, Plant Sales, Banquet in Qualicum Beach 

¶ Partnering with the Rhododendron Species Botanical Garden: 

Annual Meeting and Speakers from RSBG 

 

Organized by the ARS Chapters 

 on Vancouver Island, British Columbia 

More information coming soon! 

American Rhododendron Society  

 2026 Spring Convention  
Vancouver Island, British Columbia  

Rhododendrons & Companions 

 in a Changing Climate  

April 2 1 ð 26, 2026  

 

SAVE THE 

DATE !  
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ARS 2026 Spring Convention 

Vancouver Island 
By Linda Derkach 

I think by now most of our members know that we are leading the planning for a Vancouver 

Island-wide Spring gathering of members of the American Rhododendron Society.   
 

Here’s some preliminary information to put you in the loop: 
 

Tuesday, April 21, 2025 to Saturday, April 25, 2025 
 
¶ Tuesday т Bus pre-tour of gardens from Victoria to Sooke 
¶ Wednesday  т Bus pre-tour of Victoria gardens, both days organized by the Victoria 

Rhododendron Society 
¶ Thursday т Car-pooling tour of country gardens in the Cowichan Valley 

put on by the Cowichan Valley Rhododendron Society 
¶ Friday т Welcome to all at the Qualicum Beach Civic Centre т Speakers, plant sale, 

prizes, tour of Milner Gardens, plus the AGM of the Rhododendron Species 
Foundation, social time with friends, ARS Awards, Buffet Dinner at QBCC т all 
organized by MARS and the Nanaimo Rhododendron Society; Plant sale managed by 
North Island RS. 

¶ Saturday  т Bus post-tour of gardens from Qualicum to Nanaimo return, organized by 
the Nanaimo Rhododendron Society, dinner together in the evening at a local 
restaurant. 

Each day of the convention is individually priced so you can do one or two or all of the 
days of the convention.  Dinners are optional but will be very reasonable so please plan to 
join us! 
 

Every day will offer spectacular gardens and fun activities for participants.  
  
Detailed information on each day is coming soon.  We are working hard to keep the cost of 

ƣőŔƚШĦŸŰƻĲŰƣŔŸŰШċŉŉŸƖĬċĤũĲШŉŸƖШĲƻĲƖǃŸŰĲЯШƚŸвЮЮ 

PLEASE SAVE THESE DATES 
and join us for this fabulous 5-day event right here on Vancouver Island!! 
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Rhododendrons are easy! 
Sometimes we forget just how low maintenance rhododendrons really are.  As gardeners, we 

often grow a variety of plants, many of them more demanding or more susceptible to various 

problems. Here’s an example: 
   

We grow a number of fruit trees in our garden, including a rather productive, fast growing 

plum tree.  While pruning it this fall, I noticed that we have “Black Knot” in our plum.  What’s 

‘Black Knot’ you ask?  It’s a fairly common fungal disease that seems to love plum trees, 

appearing as hard, black or grey, tumor-like galls on branches and trunks. The most effective 

treatment is to prune out infected branches, disinfect pruning tools between cuts, and destroy 

the pruned-off galls. 

 
 
 

On the left is a photo of Black Knot on one of the plum tree branches.  On the 

right is the fire destroying the evidence! 

Like I said, òRhododendrons are 

so easy !ó        
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Wishing you all a peaceful Christmas 

and a relaxing holiday season! 😊  

Our Strawberry Tree (Arbutus 

unedo) all dressed up for Christmas! 


