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President’s Message
Here we are in a New Year- already. | so often think: “another
month gone” and now it is “another year gone”.

The NRS Rhodo year ended with a fun Christmas gathering: thank you to
all who came and participated in games, bringing good food and
contributing to the Silent Auction both as donors and buyers. Between the
raffle table and the auction, we raised a grand total of $ 1364.87 for
upcoming activities. And the Loaves and Fishes Food Bank received $141.

Looking forward: John and June will talk to us at the January meeting
about: "Looking for Rhododendron canadense and what we found along
the way....". | very much look forward to that. Growing up in the Halifax
region of Nova Scotia, | remember the very sunny woods (basically no
leaves yet on the beeches, birches, and maples) at the end of May, but the
undergrowth being a sea of pink from the Rhodora (now R. canadense)
with the occasional early cluster of Lady Slipper orchids (Cypripedium
acaule) mixed in.

Of course, there will be monthly meetings with interesting topics, but the
next BIG event will be the ARS Spring Convention April 21 to 25 with
activities from Victoria to Qualicum Beach. You can look at details at
https://marsrhodos.ca/ and in this newsletter (see pp. 14-15).
Registration will open in January. Several of the exceptional
rhododendron gardens of NRS members will be on the April 25 tour!

Best wishes for a Happy Gardening Year 2026!

Dorothee

A great big thank you to Mary O’Neill,
April Johnston and June/John for bringing
goodies for our January meeting break!
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Our Next Meeting: Thursday, January 8th at 7:30
“Looking for Rhododendron canadense -
and what we found along the way...”
With June Bouchard and John Deniseger
At Beban Park Social Centre

/
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Our Program for January: “Looking for Rhododendron
canadense:.. and what we found along the way.”

with June Bouchard and John Deniseger

June and John are avid gardeners and long-time
members of the Nanaimo Rhododendron Society. They
are also actively involved in various roles at Milner
Gardens and Woodland in Qualicum Beach. June and
John received the ARS Silver Medal in 2021. Outdoor
enthusiasts, they enjoy walking and hiking, travelling,
exploring and spending time in their garden in Bowser.

In June of 2025, June and John travelled east to enjoy
the beauty of Newfoundland. They spent time in Gros : ' 2 :
Morne National Park, L’Anse aux Meadows and the Ny v e,
Great Northern Peninsula - hiking the trails, exploring = 2
small fishing villages, and enjoying the local hospitality,
warmth, and sense of humour. Travel along with them — — - —

as they look for R. canadense, and find amazing scenery, icebergs, and a multitude of wildflowers!

A New Year... a perfect time to conhtemplate something hew....

DO you wanht to Khow what is going on in the Club before

everyone else? Here’s your chance!

As most of you know, we’re stepping down as your newsletter editors —
hopefully, by the end of this year —i.e. June 2026. Obviously, there would
be a transition period until the next editor(s) is/are comfortable and feel
confident — as there was when we stepped up many years ago —we
would certainly be more than happy to help with that transition.

If you're thinking that this might be for you, please email us or come and
talk to us at the next meeting if you would like to know more —we’re
looking forward to hearing from you — whoever you are..

It’s also a Sreat Way to cohnhect to the greater gardening communlty both
locally, on the island, ahd beyond!

Qoo! Oool
Me! I'll do it!
Pick mel

N@eR_!a;a ***Members are encouraged to carpool.
—_—3. | If you need a ride to a meeting or event, or if you can offer one,
ﬁ please email Dorothee Kieser at dorotheekieser@shaw.ca
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A look back at our last meeting...

The annual NRS Christmas party was once again a great success — great food, a fun game led by Mike O’Neil
and a successful silent auction. Thank you to everyone who helped with set up and clean up, contributed
delicious food as well as generous donations to be auctioned or raffled.

Here are a few photos...

i oV T

Rum balls, anyone?
- :
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Great food as always!

One of the lovely “relaxation

RHODODENDRON P | baskets” that were donated

PN

| Bob Bissonette’s wonderful rhododendron wood bowls “

"Anyone who-thinky gardening beging invthe
sbring and, endy invthe fall iy missing the best

pawt of the whole year; for gardening beging irv
JM\M@V)/ .. withvthe dream.” Josephine Nuese

Vol. 34, no. 5 January 2026



Nanaimo Rhododendron Society

OURNRS PROGRAM FORTHE REST OF THE YEAR;

January 8th: June Bouchard and John Deniseger: "Looking for Rhododendron canadense and what we found
along the way...."

February 12th: Betty Cunnin from Master Gardeners will speak about “Companion Plants for Rhododendrons”.
Specifically, different groups of rhodos and their differing cultural requirements and the plants that go well
with the differing soil types and associated cultural requirements.

March 12th: Chris Southwick and Sue Klapwijk speaking about “Azaleas”.
April 9th: dLearning about Rhododendron Truss Displays & How to do it Successfully”. Speaker to be decided.

May 14th: Member’s Choice of their 2" Favourite Rhododendron — One selection per member, please with
photo and notes.

June 13t (tentative date) — Year End Potluck
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Twigs and Stems — Calendar of Upcoming Events:

Hailey Rhododendron Grove: i
Work bees on the 2" Tuesday each month. e R s
Cowichan Valley Rhododendron Society:

Next meeting February 4th, at The Hub in Duncan at 7:00pm

Mount Arrowsmith Rhododendron Society:

MARS photo show, Qualicum Beach Community Hall, 644 Memorial Ave,
Wednesday, January 14th at 7:30 pm

North Island Rhododendron Society:

‘Members Gardens Slide Show’, Comox United Church Hall, Tuesday, January 13th at 7:00 pm.

Victoria Rhododendron Society:

‘Rhododendron Propagation for Amateurs by an Amateur’ with Marc Columbel, Couvelier Pavilion, Glendale Gardens,
505 Quayle Rd, Saanich, Thursday, January 8th, 7:30pm.

Milner Gardens and Woodland:

Closed for January. Will reopen on February 13" on Fridays and Saturdays from 11:00 to 3:00. Check the Milner website
for details HERE

Hailey Grove Work bee: Work bee on Tuesday, January 13th (the 2" Tuesday each month) —see p. 9 for details.

Ceedy Saturdays are coming:

Qualicum Beach: February 7t
Saltspring Island: February 21
Nanaimo: March 1
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Also-from Our Christmas Event - A Special Presentatior

The Nanaimo Chapter of the American Rhododendron Society is pleased to

award its highest honour, the Bronze Medal, to Ron Sutton.
“Ron, as a new member of the Nanaimo Rhododendron
Society, you quickly showed your support by immediately being
willing to join the Executive Committee. Your keen interest in
all plants, but particularly in rhododendrons, brought more
depth and knowledge to our chapter. Your passion for species
rhododendrons has helped our members gain knowledge
about the genus through your contributions to the newsletter,
and your generosity in opening your large garden and
collection of plants to everyone.
v When the chapter was searching for a new president, you were
THE i willing to step up and take on that responsibility while you

a7 were already supporting the club as our treasurer. That was
above and beyond the call of duty.
With your wife, Rea, you have always been a generous host to
many of the chapter’s potluck events and tours. Your hard
work and support in so many ways is very much appreciated.
Thank you, Ron!”

LRSI IE LRI SIS RS RS E LR RIS LIS EE LR EL IR LR R RS

PVO‘PW‘V\/ News by Rosina Schmidt

The cuttings that we planted after John Verwolf's instructions are doing better than the
cuttings we planted with old know-how. John Verwolf's article on Rhododendron Soil Mixture
has been posted on our website — check it out HERE — it’s quite an innovative practice!
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HWdo/ SC@V\t@d/RhOdOWOMby John Deniseger (All photos by June or John

unless noted otherwise)

At our last meeting, we were asked to highlight some examples of hardy, scented rhododendrons.

We often talk about the diversity and variety of the genus Rhododendron. It seems that every spring, at our
plant sale or during a garden tour, we hear the same comment “I didn’t know that rhodos can be so scented!”
In our relatively mild climate, here on the east coast of Vancouver Island, we have a number of scented
rhododendrons that will thrive in our gardens. Here are a few examples of hardy scented rhododendrons that
are often available at our plant sale or at local nurseries:

R. ‘Loderi King George’

A late April to early May bloomer in our garden, it’s hardy to -28C and will
grow quite quickly into a large plant. Beautifully scented, it is one of the
group of hybrids that make up the Loderi “grex”. Others originating from
the same cross include ‘Loderi Venus’, ‘Loderi Game Chick’, and ‘Loderi
Pink Diamond’. (There’s a great article on the Loderi rhododendrons in
the Fall 2025 issue of JARS.)

R. decorum

Another late April bloomer, R. decorum will spread its
perfume throughout your garden. It’s hardy to -18C and
will grow to 5 feet in 10 years.

'~ Photo by Kenneth Cox

‘\.

R. decorum ssp. diaprepes

One of my favourites, blooming in July, it is hardy to -15C. It grows
quickly, turning into a small tree which can be underplanted with other
rhodos. It blooms at the same time as late Dutch Honeysuckle, forming
a wonderful scented pairing for those mid-summer evenings.
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R. fortunei ssp. fortune

Rated at 6 ft in 10 years, it blooms in mid-spring and is
hardy to -23C. While there is some variability in the

flower colour, they tend to be pink to lavender.

R. occidentale

This species is native to the west coast from Washington
to California. A late spring bloomer and wonderfully
scented, it is hardy to -21C and will grow to 5 feet in 10
years.

R.auriculatum

A tree forming species which blooms in mid-summer! It’s
hardy to -18C and is very scented. As you can imagine, it’s
been used by hybridizers to create new scented hybrids such
as R. ‘Polar Bear’. It was one of Mary Greig’s favourites.

s

Photo by Hank Hel

R. luteum

From the Caucasus mountains of Turkey, it is
hardy to -23C. A moderate grower, at 5 feet in
10 years, it can have an intoxicating fragrance in
late spring.
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Anh Update on our Activities at Milner
Longmeadow Shadehouse at Milner

The Longmeadow shadehouse team is “off-duty” for the winter months as
the plants in the shadehouse will not need regular checking. We'll get
back to monitoring on a regular basis in late winter/early spring. Stay
tuned...

Greig Rhododendron Species Garden

In the early spring, we’ll be scheduling more work bees for
both phase 1 and 2 of the garden. It should be an exciting
time and a great opportunity to learn more about
rhododendrons, species garden and Milner. There will be
opportunities to get involved, we’ll be looking for
volunteers early in the new year — again, stay tuned...

NkkkkkkRRkRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRERRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRk%R%
v
Hailey Rhododendronw Grove ~ Bowew Park

. _‘ : Many thanks to the volunteers that help make Hailey thrive on
g every second Tuesday of the month! We could use more people
if you can spare the time...

We hope to see everyone out on Tuesday, January 13", weather

permitting. All are welcome, bring your garden gloves! Come for
the morning, or come for an hour...whatever you can contribute

»
n" u
- gl TSN
4 o '
& wu_?' .“‘..

—join the fun!

Stay connected - check the NRS wel-page - new things
added regularly! Check it out HERE
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Pla/y\t O]Cﬂ\'@ MO’y\ﬂbe Ron Sutton

Rhododendron 'Tara-Too’
This beautiful unregistered rhododendron hybrid,

has made its way into a few people’s gardens, that

is, if they shopped at Hidden Acres
Rhododendrons.

This is one of Lofthouse hybrid seedlings, that the
late Paul Wurz inherited and grew, and named
after his daughter Tara. He also named another
hybrid rhododendron after his daughter, R. 'Tara

Lynn’, which I'll write about at a later date. Neither
of these rhododendrons were ever registered with

the ARS.

What | can tell you about R.'Tara-Too’ is that it’'s a
beautiful foliage plant when exhibiting its new
growth, as seen in the accompanying photo.

The new leaves open a brighter maroon colour,

then they darken to a bronze colour as seen in the
photo, and then they gradually transition to green.

The leaf petiole is a bright green which contrasts
attractively with the darker matt green leaves.

| never managed to get a flower photo of my plant, so my friend Alan Campbell provided one of his plant in

flower. Thank you, Alan.

Information on this plant is non-existent, so | can only share my observations.
The plant forms trusses of 8-12 flowers, which are pink with pale yellow throat, giving them a bit of an orange

Flower Photo courtesy of Alan Campbell
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hue. The new growth is about 3-4 inches a
year, and the plant is expected to be
about 3 feet high in 10 years, however it
tends to spread more than grow upright,
and | estimate about five feet wide in the
same 10 years.

It's perfectly hardy here in Fanny Bay, as
well as Campbell River, so its hardiness is
probably good to -18°C

This plant can take sun, as | saw at the
nursery that grew it, but mine gets mostly
high shade.

Since there are no business sources for
this plant, the only way to get this one, is
from the various private propagation
enterprises on the island.
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And yet more from our Chwistmas party...

As always, there was some amazing food at our Christmas Potluck — including these delicious
Vietnamese Spring Rolls! Tracey Maile has generously shared her recipe with us - thank you so
much, Tracey!

Non traditional Viethamese Spring Rolls

Recipe makes 8 rolls. The bulk of the work is preparing the ingredients. If prepping over 2 days, cook the
shrimp and noodles on the first day and store in the fridge until ready to assemble.

Ingredients:

8 sheets rice paper, square or round

Medium prawns, 32, peeled, deveined, cooked (4/roll)
Roasted seaweed, cut into 1.5”x3.5”, 16 pieces (2/roll)
Rice vermicelli, 8-10 oz, cooked

Radish, thinly sliced layer in each roll

Jerusalem artichoke, thinly sliced layer in each roll
Mango, thinly sliced, 16 slices (2/roll)

Persian cucumber, 16-32 round slices (4-5 slices/roll)
Red or yellow pepper, 16-32 thin slices (4-5 slices/roll)
Leaf or butter lettuce, 8 leaves (remove or shave down
the spine if needed)

Mint jelly (1 tsp evenly distributed over the inside length
of each roll)

Dipping Sauce:

% cup peanut butter

% cup hoisin sauce

% cup hot water

Juice from % lime

Garlic clove, minced

Hot sauce and hot pepper to taste

Cook shrimp and noodles:

Shrimp: Boil pot of salted hot water, cook shrimp 1-3 minutes until
just pink and firm to touch. Remove and place in bowl of cold to
stop the cooking.

Rice vermicelli: Immerse noodles in same pot of boiling water,
cook for 1.5-2 min. Water will turn milky — remove noodles and
place in a cold bath to stop the cooking. If cooking the day prior
to assembly, stir a tablespoon of olive oil into noodles so they do
not stick together.

Assembly:

Place a large bowl or pan of warm water in work area; it needs to
be large enough to fit the dry rice noodle so it can soak. Place one
sheet of rice paper in the water. Note which side of the paper is
rough as this is the ‘inside’ of the roll or ‘up’ side where you place
the ingredients. The rice paper is ready for removal when an edge starts to curl (approx. 1 minute).

11
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As the sheet is soaking, wet the surface where you will be assembling the roll.
Remove rice paper from the water and place onto the assembly station. You can do either of the following:

1)

2)

Start by placing 4 shrimp in middle of the rice paper, stack the rest of the items on top with the last
layer being lettuce. Bring the bottom of the rice paper up over the stack, bring in the left and right
sides, squeeze the roll to avoid trapping air and roll upwards.

Start by rolling all the items, except the shrimp into the lettuce. Place the lettuce roll at the lower edge
of the rice paper and roll up so lettuce is covered with one layer of paper. Place the shrimp on the rice
paper just above the lettuce roll (approx. upper 1/3 of the roll). Fold in the left and right edges of the
rice paper and roll up.

3) The shrimp looks more dynamic when it is covered with only one layer of rice paper.

4)

If a section tears, just wet a bit of rice paper and place over the tear to patch it.

If covering with saran, dampen the rice paper prior to applying the wrap.

These should be eaten within 6 hours of making. Enjoy!

Tracey Maile
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Seedy Satuwrdays are just around the corner...

22" Annual Qualicum Beach

‘It starts with a seed’

Qualicum Beach Civic Centre

Saturday, February 7, 2026
10 am —3:30 pm

Check it out here: https://www.gbseedysaturday.ca/

Did you know??? We are on Facebook as the Nanaimo
Rhododendron Society. Upcoming events will be
posted there and members will be able to add
photographs or items of interest to other members.

12
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Remembering Kev Gibson...

On November 27, Ken Gibson passed away at the age of 90. Ken was a long-time member of the Mount
Arrowsmith Rhododendron Society, known for the amazing rhododendron garden that he and his wife Dot,
built in Tofino. Set on a small hill in the center of Tofino, their garden was known far and wide. On this 1-acre
site, Ken planted over 2000 plants, including 600 different species. Ken was always a little “larger than life”,
promoting the growing of rhododendrons and encouraging others to share his passion for the genus. Ken and
Dot were always generous — sharing plants, cuttings, and touring many, many people through their garden,
whether they were locals or tourists. Ken received the ARS Silver Medal in 1997.

The story of the development of their garden is rather unique and an interesting read. It was highlighted in
the Journal of the ARS at https://scholar.lib.vt.edu/ejournals/JARS/v41n1/v41nl-gibson.htm

Here are a couple of photos from our visit to the Gibson’s garden as part of the 2009 NRS bus tour.

The Gibson Garden seen from above — photo from
http://www.rhodos.ca/Pictures/Ken%20Gibson/gibson_galleries.php

13
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SAVE THE
DATE !

American Rhododendron Society
2026 Spring Convention

Vancouver Island, British Columbia
Rhododendrons & Companions
in a Changing Climate

April 21 - 26, 2026

Highlights:

{ Garden Tours in Qualicum Beach, Parksville, Nanaimo

T Pre-and Post-tours of public and private gardens in Victoria and
the Cowichan Valley

T Speakers, Plant Sales, Banquet in Qualicum Beach

T Partnering with the Rhododendron Species Botanical Garden:
Annual Meeting and Speakers from RSBG

Organized by the ARS Chapters
on Vancouver Island, British Columbia
More information coming soon!

14
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ARS 2026 Spring Convention
Vancouver Island

By Linda Derkach
| think by now most of our members know that we are leading the planning for a Vancouver
Island-wide Spring gathering of members of the American Rhododendron Society.

Here’s some preliminary information to put you in the loop:

Tuesday, April 21, 2025 to Saturday, April 25, 2025

9 Tuesday 1 Bus pre-tour of gardens from Victoria to Sooke

1 Wednesday 1 Bus pretour of Victoria gardens, both days organized by théictoria
Rhododendron Society

1 Thursday T Car-pooling tour of country gardens in the Cowichan Valley
put on by theCowichan Valley Rhododendron Society

1 Friday T Welcome to all at the Qualicum Beach Civic Centrg Speakers, plant sale,
prizes, tour of Milner Gardens, plus the AGM of the Rhododendron Species
Foundation, social time with friends, ARS Awards, Buffet Dinner at QBQGll
organized byMARSand the Nanaimo Rhododendron SocietyPlant sale managed by
North Island RS

9 Saturday T Bus post-tour of gardens from Qualicum to Nanaimo returnorganized by
the Nanaimo Rhododendron Society dinner together in the evening at a local
restaurant.

Each day of the convention is individually priced so you can do one or two or all of the

days of the convention. Dinners are optional but will be very reasonable so please plan to

join us!

Every day will offer spectacular gardens and fun activities for participants.

Detailed information on each day is coming soon. We are working hard to keep the cost of
q6 Rt WRAYU2WIUgqRYUWEnNnNnY!I T ¢cHOGUWNY! W
PLEASE SAVE THESE DATES

and join us for this fabulous 5day event right here on Vancouver Island!!

15
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Happy New Year
everyonelll
Looking forward to-
seeing yow all at
ouwr next meeting
o January 8%,

2026!

R. ‘Lee’s Scarlet” in our garden just before Christmas

—the flowers graced our Christmas Bouquet.

16
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