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February 2026
President’s Message

Greetings All:

As | write this, there is an amazing number of things blooming in my yard:

R. ‘Nobleanum venustum’, a nice light pink-white flower, some little Cyclamen
coum both pink and white, and the hazelnut dusters are letting go of clouds of
pollen. It seems early, but | do enjoy seeing nature at work.

While | am on the subject of blooming things in our gardens, | have always
enjoyed it when members bring in blossoms of plants from their gardens to
our meetings: rhododendron trusses are wonderful, but don’t limit yourself to
rhodos, bring whatever you can bear to pick at this early time of year. We will
all enjoy it during the meeting. | already look forward to a lot of colour at the
February meeting.

At our recent Board meeting, we discussed that we are all missing the “Dollar
table”. We miss Reinhold who was so generous with bringing in lots of rhodos
he had propagated and also lots of other plants. And members also
contributed. So, | very much hope that you all will start to propagate plants
and bring them in. Not only does it raise cash for NRS, but it is a fun activity at
the meeting. We are lucky that Jim Cadwaladr volunteered to help with the
sales.

In the next few days, registration for the ARS Spring conference in Qualicum
Beach will open. It promises to be a very exciting, interesting, and fun event
and | hope that many of you will attend. There will also be a bus tour of
gardens in the Parksville/Nanaimo area which will include a lunch at Bowen
Park and a tour through Hailey Grove. For the lunch and the Hailey viewing,
we need volunteers. At the February meeting, a sign-up sheet will be passed
around and | hope we will get lots of helpers signing up (thank you already!)

‘g The Rhodomentum
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See you at the February meeting, when we will have Betty Cunnin, speak on different groups of rhodos and their differing
cultural requirements and the plants that go well with the differing soil types and associated cultural requirements.

Happy Groundhog Day,

Dorothee

0 Our Next Meeting: Thursday, February 12that 7:30
"Rhododendrons for Every Garden”
With Betty Cunnin
At Beban Park Social Centre

U
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Our Program for February.

“Rhododendrons for Every Gardew’ with Betty Curwinv

“My talk will cover an overview of Rhododendron species, beginning with their classification and the key
morphological characteristics used to distinguish among them. | will also address how to select appropriate
Rhododendron varieties based on differing site conditions, including soil type, sun exposure, and planting
situation. Finally, | will outline essential maintenance practices, focusing on proper mulching, pruning
techniques, and guidelines for moving or transplanting plants.”

Betty is a Red Seal Landscape Horticulturist and ISA Certified Arborist and Tree Risk Assessor with a Master’s
degree in educational technology. After working as a landscape horticulturist, arborist and landscape designer
for about 10 years in Vancouver, Betty taught Horticulture in the Faculty of Science and Horticulture, Kwantlen
Polytechnic University until 2023. Betty continues to be very grateful for all her experiences and the people
she has met in the world of horticulture.

In her work and in her ways, Betty is guided by the values to not harm the land or the Peoples whose land she
occupies and cultivates. This includes learning about and encouraging horticultural practices that benefit and
regenerate our earth for all the species who depend on it.

These days, Betty is mostly retired and is beginning to renew and renovate a “new to her” Award Winning
Garden at her home in Victoria. Otherwise, she enjoys walking in the woods, camping, kayaking, as well as
cooking, eating and playing cards with her friends and multiple family members here on the Island.

A great big thank you to Margaret & Jim Cadwaladr, Elaine Hutchison and Rasmey
Meas for bringing goodies for our February meeting break!

We're really, really, really hoping that someone will come

forward to take over as Newsletter Editor(s)!

No experience necessary! Free Training provided (if desired) — which

could include a glass (or a bottle!!!) of wine! All appliCations

welcome!ll... This might just be the chance you’ve been waiting for to

try something new — and as a bonus, you get to know what’s going on

in the club before everyone else?

It’s alsO a Sreat way to Conhhect to the greater gardening community N EbiToR

both locally, on the island, and beyond! Please contacCt us if You 3

want to Know more!

ol ***Members are encouraged to carpool.

% If you need a ride to a meeting or event, or if you can offer one, please email

ﬁ Dorothee Kieser at dorotheekieser@shaw.ca
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'Ra«me/ Pl"{/é*e/ meb'r owr F?l)fua«l’)/ M@WW\Q’— by Chris Southwick

R. ‘Maureen’

Is a hybrid rhododendron created by Halfdan Lem
and registered in 1973. The parents are the species
R. williamsianum and R. ‘Lem’s Goal’. It has
beautiful rounded leaves with the new growth a
beautiful copper colour. It covers itself with clear
pink flowers that are 7-lobed and are very

large. My plant, which is 15 years old or more, is
about 4 feet high and 6 feet wide. This is a real
winner that is a lovely full and rounded shape in
the garden. (Photo Chris Southwick)

R. ‘Anna’

This is another Halfdan Lem rhododendron hybrid that | had in my
former garden and | wish | had brought it with me to my new
garden. The new bronze growth turns a dark green and the leaves
are approximately 7” long. The ruffled flowers are 4” across,
opening to a deep pink, each one marked in the centre with a deep
red eye appearing huge trusses of approximately 12 blossoms. It is
an excellent plant that has been used to make such outstanding
hybrids as R ‘Lem’s Cameo’. (Photo Credit: Hank Helm)

R. ‘Apricot Fantasy’

This is a highly sought-after plant due to its beautiful bi-
coloured flowers. This hybrid is a cross between R. ‘Hotei’
and R. ‘Tropicana’. The flowers have red freckles and a
double calyx. Buds are deep orange opening to soft orange
blending with golden yellow. It was hybridized by Brocken
rough in the 1980’s and is still a favourite with many folks. It
grows at least 4’ tall in 10 years and should be grown in
some sun to keep it compact. (Photo Credit: Steve Henning)
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OUR NRS PROGRAM FOR THE REST OF THE YEAR;

March 12th: Chris Southwick and Sue Klapwijk speaking about “Azaleas”.
April 9th: dLearning about Rhododendron Truss Displays & How to do it Successfully”. Speaker to be decided.

May 14th: Member’s Choice of their 2" Favourite Rhododendron — One selection per member, please with
photo and notes.

June 13t (tentative date) — Year End Potluck
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Twigs and Stems — Calehdar of (Jpcoming Events:

Cowichan Valley Rhododendron Society:

“The Intrepid Plant Hunters: A Dangerous Life” with Barry Agar, at The Hub in Duncan, Sunday, February 8" at 2 pm
Mount Arrowsmith Rhododendron Society:

Panel of Experts: plant culture roundtable, Qualicum Beach Community Hall, 644 Memorial Ave, Wednesday, February
11th at 7:30 pm

North Island Rhododendron Society:

Comox United Church Hall, Tuesday, February 10th at 7:00 pm.

Victoria Rhododendron Society:

‘Rhododendrons and Gardens of Finland’ with Kristian Theqvist, Couvelier Pavilion, Glendale Gardens, 505 Quayle Rd,
Saanich, Thursday, February 5th, 7:30pm.

Milner Gardens and Woodland:

Open starting on February 13" on Fridays and Saturdays from 11:00 to 3:00. Check the Milner website for details HERE
Hailey Grove Work bee: Work bee on Tuesday, February 10th (the 2" Tuesday each month) —see p. 6 for details.
Greig Rhododendron Species Garden Work Bee: Wednesday, February 18™ at 9:00 am, March 4™ at 1:00 pm - see p. 6
for details

ARS Spring Convention: April 21° to 25™: tours, speakers, plant sales from Victoria to Qualicum. See page 5 for more
information or CLICK HERE for details and to register.

S'eed)' S'aturda)'s are Coml ng“‘ NRS at Seedy Sunday 2023

Qualicum Beach: February 7th
Saltspring Island: February 21st

Nanaimo - March 1°%: The NRS is present in the Community!
Please come to ‘Seedy Sunday’ on March 1% and visit the NRS

table, say hello, and see our display.

Stay connected - check the NRS web-page - new things added
regulowly! Check it out HERE
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ARS 2026 Spring Convention

Vancouver Island

By Linda Derkach
| think by now most of our members know that we are leading the planning for a Vancouver Island-
wide Spring gathering of members of the American Rhododendron Society.

Tuesday, April 21, 2025 to Saturday, April 25, 2025

1 Tuesday T Bus pretour of gardens from Victoria to Sooke

1 Wednesday 1 Bus pretour of Victoria gardens, both days organized by théictoria
Rhododendron Society

9 Thursday 1 Car-pooling tour of country gardens in the Cowichan Valley
put on by theCowichan Valley Rhododendron Society

1 Friday T Welcome to all at the Qualicum Beach Civic Centre Speakers, plant sale, prizes,
tour of Milner Gardens, plus the AGM of the Rhododendron Species Foundation, social time
with friends, ARS Awards, Buffet Dinner at QBCtall organized byMARSand the Nanaimo
Rhododendron Society;Plant sale managed byNorth Island RS

1 Saturday T Bus posttour of gardens from Qualicum to Nanaimo return, organized by the
Nanaimo Rhododendron Society dinner together in the evening at a local restaurant.

Each day of the convention is individually priced so you can do one or two or all of the days of the

convention. Dinners are optional but will be very reasonable so please plan to join us!

Every day will offer spectacular gardens and fun activities for participants.

here on beautiful Vancouver Island from
April 21, 2026 to April 25, 2026

AKING REGISTRATION IS OPEN for the ARS
BRE 2026 Spring Convention , being held right
NEWS

Don't miss this fabulous opportunity for fun, fellowship, learning, and tours of spectacular
public and private gardens from Sooke to Qualicum Beach!

TOUR SPACE IS LIMITED - PLEASE REGISTER EARLY

For det ails or to Register go to https://marsrhodos.ca/2026-ars-convention/
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Anh Update on our Activities at Milher
Greig Rhododendron Species Garden

Our first work bee this spring will be during the morning of February 18™ from 9 to noon. It will be an
opportunlty to begin work on phase 2 of the GRSG (for example, cutting down Portuguese Laurel, establishing
a split rail fence) while continuing ongoing maintenance of phase 1.
Beginning on Wednesday, March 4™, we’re planning work bees
every other week from 1:00 pm to 3:30, through the early spring as
the weather permits. Given that Milner and the GRSG will be
featured as part of the ARS conference this year, we’ll be giving the
species garden a little extra attention. It should be an exciting time
and a great opportunity to learn more about rhododendrons, the
species garden and Milner. We’ll be looking for volunteers ...

Please Note: The Longmeadow shadehouse team is “off-duty” for the
winter months as the plants in the shadehouse will not need regular checking. We'll get back to monitoring on a regular basis
in late winter/early spring. Stay tuned...

kkkkRkkRRRRRRORRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRk Rk bRk RkRkRkk%

Hailey Rhododendrow Grove ~ Bowew Pawrk
Many thanks to the volunteers that help make Hailey thrive on every second
Tuesday of the month! We could use more people if you can spare the time...
We hope to see everyone out on Tuesday, February 10™, weather permitting. All
are welcome, bring your garden gloves! Come for the morning, or come for an

hour...whatever you can contribute — join the fun!

PVOPWDOW Newy by Rosina Schmidt

Warm thanks to all those propagators who are coming daily to water
the cuttings. The cuttings are ready to be repotted, but must squeeze
their roots and wait for warmer days to be dispatched into the one-
gallon pots and sent to the outdoors.

Did you know??? We are on Facebook as the Nanaimo
Rhododendron Society. Upcoming events will be posted
there and members will be able to add photographs or items

Vol. 34, no. 6 February 2026



Nanaimo Rhododendron Society

Pla/l’\t Ofﬂ\'@ MO’V\ﬂbe Ron Sutton

Rhododendrorhodgsonii

This beautiful, big leaf species rhododendron is native to many areas in
Asia such as Bhutan, Sikkim & Arunachal Pradesh India, south Tibet
China, Bengal, and Nepal. It belongs to section Ponticum, subsection
Falconera. The leaf size can range from 6-12 inches long, by 3-4 inches
wide, depending on age of the plant and growing conditions. The leaf
surface is noticeably textured, and the underside has a light brown
plastered indumentum. The pink to magenta colour flowers are 1.5
inches wide, and form
tight trusses of 15-25
flowers. It flowers in late
March to early April. The
first photo below of my
plant was taken April 02,

It’s one of the hardier big leaf rhododendrons with cold
hardiness rated to -18°C. This plant prefers part sun.

2024. The second photo is one from the internet. Itisn’t a fast
grower, and the height is listed to be 5-6 feet after 10 years.

Seedy Saturdays are just around the corner...

22" Annual Qualicum Beach
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‘It starts with a seed’

Qualicum Beach Civic Centre

Saturday, February 7, 2026
10 am —3:30 pm

Check it out here: https://www.gbseedysaturday.ca/
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Sad, Newsy:..

Terry Allan Richmond April 14th, 1942- Dec 17th, 2025

(from Alberni Valley News)

It is with heavy hearts we share the passing of Terry Richmond on Dec 17,
2025, at Ty Watson House with family by his side. He was 83. He was
predeceased by his wife of 60 years Verna in March 2024 and his son
Colby in July 2025. Terry was born and raised in Port Alberni to parents
Tom and Vivian Richmond. He married his high school sweetheart in
1963. Together they had two children. Leah in 1964 and Colby in 1965. He
worked at the Pulp & Paper Mill for over 40 years. His hobby/obsession of
gardening grew into a fantastic front yard full of roses (over 350 varieties)
which he cared for every day with his bottle of Guinness or glass of wine.
He was also seen by neighbors talking to each one of them. He later
opened a nursery in the backyard called “Rhodomania”. He was always
researching and passing on his knowledge of all the different species of
Rhododendrons and how to care for them. He was known to many as the
“The Rhodo Man” .... At Dad’s request there will be no service. Cremation has already taken place and
internment to be laid with mom will be at a later date.

Read more at: https://albernivalleynews.com/2026/01/15/terry-allan-richmond/

Editors Note: We have fond memories of Terry as a vendor at many NRS plant sales, at meetings, bus tours,
and conferences. He was the guest speaker at the very first NRS meeting that we attended in 1993. He spoke
on R. yakushimanum hybrids, while bringing rhodos from his Rhodomania nursery. Not surprisingly, we went
home with our very first “Yak” hybrids...

More Sad News:..

We were so sorry to hear of Carolyn Chester’s passing.
Carolyn passed away on January 21%, following a brief and
sudden illness. Carolyn was a very active, longtime member
of the North Island Rhododendron Society. She was the
club’s current secretary and together with her daughter,
Naomi, was actively involved in all of the club’s activities.
Through her involvement and support of District 1 and
organization of events such as garden tours, plant sales,
etc., she helped make both the NIRS and District 1 stronger.
Our sincere sympathies to Naomi and her family.
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From our friends with the Vanhcouver Island Master Gardeners
AssocCiation (VIMGA)

Vancouver Island Master Gardeners

As our thoughts turn to Spring, the V.I. Master Gardeners
invite you to join with us on our annual Spring Education Day.
This year our theme is “"Small Gardens—Big Ideas.”

When: Saturday, March 7, 2026, 1:00 PM—3 PM

Where: Nanoose Community Centre, 2925 Northwest Bay Rd.

12:45 Doors open for book and plant sales

1:30 How to re-fresh your container soil—VI Master Gardeners

1:45 Crevice Gardens for Small Spaces with key presenter Chris Dixon

Crevice Gardens for Small Spaces

Join Chris Dixon for a hands-on demonstration of building a container
crevice garden, showcasing how a small piece of the alpine landscape can
thrive in a pot. Using locally sourced rock and true alpine plants from
above the tree line, these compact gardens offer year-round colour,
texture, and interest in limited spaces.

Chris Dixon’s Bio

Born and raised in London, England, Chris spent several years
backpacking through Southeast Asia, Europe, and South America, and
lived in Australia, Ecuador, and India. Fourteen years ago, he moved
to Victoria to pursue a career in horticulture, where he was fortunate
to be introduced to Paul Spriggs and the world of alpine plants.

Chris Dixon

Chris has been building crevice gardens—both large and small—for
the past 13 years. When not gardening for work or pleasure, he enjoys travelling and
exploring the many remarkable places Vancouver Island has to offer.
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Lemon Scente
Geranium -
which should
have frozen by
now in a normal
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