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The Rhodomentum 
   Nanaimo Rhododendron Society Newsletter 

                                                                                            March 2026 

President’s Message   
Spring Greetings: 
It’s been an amazingly warm winter: At the beginning of 

February there were Cyclamen coum blooming in my garden, the 

Rhododendron ‘Nobleanum Venestum’ (from Ken Gibson) was in 

bloom. Then we got a wee cold spell with much needed snow on the 

mountains and now spring is almost here. Time to think of your 

mason bees. 

And time to look at your rhodos, enjoying the emergence of the first 

blooms and remembering that all of us at the monthly meeting 

would enjoy seeing what is in bloom in your 

garden. So, consider bringing some trusses to 

the meeting! 

Nanaimo Seedy Sunday (March 1st) will be the 

first spring event and as in past years, NRS will 

have a table there. Come and say hello to the NRS volunteers there. 

The next big event that I hope many of you will come to is the ARS 

Convention on Vancouver Island. All of the information and 

registration can be found at https://marsrhodos.ca/2026-ars-

convention/ . It is a great line-up of activities from Victoria, via 

Cowichan, to Qualicum Beach, Parksville and Nanaimo. I am 

especially excited about the focus day of the convention (April 24 

at the Qualicum Civic Center): A good list of excellent speakers and 

the whole day only $65 if you register prior to March 31. That 

includes a continental breakfast and lunch. After March 31, it will 

be $85. So do come and make use of this nearby, exciting rhododendron-lovers opportunity. The day also 

includes a plant sale of rhodos we can rarely find. (For more on the Convention, check pp.7,8,12) 

Hope to see you at the meeting on March 12 to hear about azaleas.  

Dorothee 
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Our Next Meeting: Thursday, March 12th at 7:30 

“Azaleas” with Chris Southwick and Sue Klapwick 

At Beban Park Social Centre 

 
 

 

https://marsrhodos.ca/2026-ars-convention/
https://marsrhodos.ca/2026-ars-convention/
https://nanaimorhodos.ca/
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Our Program for March: 

Azaleas – with Chris Southwick and Sue Klapwick 

Chris and Sue will be presenting a talk about those beautiful shrubs we know as Azaleas.  Using 
photos from their own gardens, they will illustrate where Azaleas fit into the Rhododendron genus 
and help us learn how to recognize them in the landscape.  They will be focusing on both deciduous 
and evergreen azaleas.  Sue will also demonstrate how to propagate azaleas and she will be bringing 
some plants to sell from her nursery. 

Chris Southwick’s story:  Chris had the good fortune to be born into a family 
that loves the outdoors, gardening, and rhododendrons in particular. Her 
paternal grandparents were Ted and Mary Greig, of Royston, who were 
pioneering rhododendron and alpine plant enthusiasts on Vancouver Island. 
Chris has carried on that tradition since 1992 when she moved to Nanaimo 
and began gardening with rhododendrons in earnest, having purchased 
some lovely rhodos with her first Nanaimo property. 
Chris joined the Nanaimo Rhododendron Society in 1994, and has been 
actively involved ever since. As a rhododendron species proponent, she currently serves on a committee that 
helped create the Greig Rhododendron Species Garden at Milner Gardens and Woodland in beautiful 
Qualicum Beach. After retirement, she became a certified Master Gardener to carry on learning about plants 
and giving back to the gardening community. She is currently the Chair of the Milner Garden and Woodland 
Society, Past President of the Vancouver Island Master Garden Association and a continuing Member-at-Large 
of the Nanaimo Rhododendron Society. She is also the Secretary of the Executive Committee of the 
Rhododendron Species Botanical Garden in Federal Way, Washington. 
Today in her half-acre Nanaimo garden, she has several hundred rhododendrons, including many dwarf 
species, many native flowering plants, ferns, Japanese maples, dogwoods, primulas and vegetables. 
 

Sue’s Klapwick’s (Finley) story:  The Finley Rhododendron Nursery grew out of a passion for rhododendrons 
and azaleas.  My parents, Vernon and Gordon (aka ‘Fin”) Finley, loved to spend their summers touring the B. C. 
coast by boat, so mom wanted a garden that was colourful in spring and 
could withstand summer drought.    
They had many friends who shared the same passion for the genus 
rhododendron.  They would continually trade cuttings, share seeds of new 
crosses, hybridize their own plants and purchase new varieties of plants.  A 
dear family friend once gave Mom a teaspoon full of seeds, which were all 
planted.  That fine dust turned into thousands of seedlings.  It did not take 
Dad long to figure out that one might need a place to plant them out and 
that was the beginning of the nursery in Langley.   
The land was cleared; a huge lathe house was constructed to protect the seedlings and two large greenhouses 
where erected. This left a large open field as well as a long narrow strip by the driveway open for planting out 
the larger of their hybrids.  They produced a number of hybrids, which they felt were good plants to 
propagate.  None of these have been registered so far except for R. ‘Burnaby Centennial’.  They always 

Sue and her brother out fishing 
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believed that a plant should not be registered until it had bloomed for about ten years to prove its worthiness 
and to be assured of the stability of the bloom.    
Over the years, Dad produced many cuttings. He turned his hobby into a full-time occupation after his 
retirement from medicine.  He had always said to colleagues, “If you do not have a hobby, do not retire”.   This 
“hobby” also kept Mom very busy weeding, transplanting and selling plants.  All my siblings and their children 
would pitch in and help with transplanting.  The “Potting Parties” were a lot of fun, and thousands of plants 
were moved into the greenhouses in very short order.  We all loved to go to plants sales, set up the displays 
and truss shows.  The younger boys would always help people to their cars with their newly acquired plants.   
Mom and Dad continued for 20 years longer and at this point Mom preferred to go golfing and Dad was no 
longer able to work due to failing health. 
At this point, the nursery was going to be closed.  I always felt that they had a lot of plants that were worthy of 
propagation and therefore I continued with their legacy until moving to Vancouver Island in 2018.  (See p. 10 
for more on the Finley Nursery.) 
****************************************************************************************** 

***Members are encouraged to carpool. 

If you need a ride to a meeting or 
event, or if you can offer one, please 
email Dorothee Kieser at 
dorotheekieser@shaw.ca 

 

****************************************************************************************** 

OUR NRS PROGRAM FOR THE REST OF THE YEAR: 
April 9th: “Learning about Rhododendron Truss Displays & How to do it Successfully”.  Facilitated by Chris 
Southwick, June Bouchard, John Deniseger 

May 14th:  Member’s Choice of their 2nd Favourite Rhododendron – One selection per member, please with 
photo and notes.  More on this in future newsletters. 

June 13th (tentative date) – Year End Potluck   

****************************************************************************************** 

WEBSITE NEWS from Rosina 
 

On our nifty nanaimorhodos.ca website, our poster has been added to the May-Sale event 
page. Click here to see the poster which was splendidly designed by Ione Brown. Now you can 
send the invitation to your friends and family.  
 

The Milner Gardens Work Party now has its own website page: 
https://nanaimorhodos.ca/milner-gardens-work-parties/ 
Charming smiles on the faces of that crew, for sure! All of us should join them next time! 

A great big thank you to Liz Higgins / 

Jan Moles, Helen Colvin and 

Dorothee Kieser for bringing goodies 

for our March meeting break!  

mailto:dorotheekieser@shaw.ca
http://nanaimorhodos.ca/
https://nanaimorhodos.ca/event/9th-of-may-2026-nrs-famous-plant-sale-and-truss-show-at-centenial-building-at-beban-recreation-park/
https://nanaimorhodos.ca/milner-gardens-work-parties/
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More from our President… 

 

Toonie Table (aka Plant sale table) coming back: 

For many years we have always enjoyed having a table of home-
grown plants for sale at each meeting.  Reinhold Gorgosolich was the 
main supplier of newly propagated rhodos from his garden. Other 
members brought plants which they had divided.  

We would like to re-instate this addition to our meetings and Jim 
Cadwaladr has volunteered to take care of the table. So… please 
bring plants for sale and bring toonies to take interesting plants 
home.  

Wanted! Wanted!  Newsletter editor(s)! 

Under the tutelage of June and John, learn how to produce an 
exceptional newsletter for the NRS. We have enjoyed June & John’s work 
for a long time and now they would like to give someone the opportunity 
to produce the interesting and informative missive for the NRS. (They’re 
hoping for someone to start in the fall.) 

 

For the ARS Spring Convention – donations for a gift basket are needed 
 
You all know that the ARS Spring Convention is on Vancouver Island this 
year. (see President’s report). To help keep the conference costs down, 
there will be a raffle and the NRS is going to donate a gift basket (or two). 
To fill those baskets, we need your help. Please donate Nanaimo-related 
items that link to rhodos, flowers, or are fun or useful (but no plants since 
we will have American visitors who cannot take plants back). Please bring 
the items to the March meeting. 
***************************************************************************** 

 

 

 

 

Did you know??? We are on Facebook as the Nanaimo 

Rhododendron Society. Upcoming events will be 

posted there and members will be able to add 

photographs or items of interest to other members.  
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Raffle Prize Plants for our March Meeting – by Chris Southwick 

 
Two choice rhododendrons will be featured on the raffle table at our upcoming meeting:  
 
R. ‘Mandarin Lights’ from the Northern Lights Series 
A hardy deciduous azalea, covered in deep orange flowers in spring before 
the leaves, tall upright habit and good fall color; absolutely must have well-
drained, highly acidic and organic soil, use plenty of peat moss when 
planting.  Height and spread: 7 feet. 
Ornamental Features 
Mandarin Lights Azalea is bathed in stunning clusters of lightly-scented 
tomato-orange trumpet-shaped flowers with an orange flare at the ends of 
the branches in mid-spring before the leaves. It has green deciduous 
foliage. The narrow leaves turn an outstanding purple in the fall. 
This is a relatively low maintenance shrub, and should only be pruned after 
flowering to avoid removing any of the current season's flowers. It has no 
significant negative characteristics. Photo and info from: Garden Works 
 

R. ‘Panda’   
A Ken Cox hybrid evergreen azalea, a very small slow-growing R. kiusianum 
hybrid.  
Characteristics: Evergreen with small white flowers; blooms midseason; 
compact mounding habit; grows to 1 foot in 10 years. 
 
Photo Ken Cox 
 

 
I will also bring a sweet gaultheria with beautiful big red berries – Gaultheria 
procumbens.   

All plants are from Garden Works courtesy of the NRS. 
 

In addition to our raffle plants, there will be a very special Azaleodendron 
auctioned off at our next meeting: 
 

R. ‘Tressa McMurry’ is an Azaleodendron, which is an unusual cross between R. 

occidentale (azalea) and the R. ponticum (rhododendron). The flat truss of 10 to 14 

flowers consists of flowers which are widely funnel-campanulate, 1½" across, deep 

purplish-pink with strong reddish-brown spots.  The leaves are narrowly 

oblanceolate, apiculate apex, cuneate base, 2½" to 3" long, dark green. It forms an 

upright, dense and vigorous growing shrub, rated at 3 feet in 10 years.  It’s hardy to 

-18C and can obviously take sun and is a mid to late bloomer.  Sounds like a winner!  
Photo by Harold Greer 

 

https://plants.gardenworks.ca/11190002/Plant/1251/Mandarin_Lights_Azalea/
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Twigs and Stems – Calendar of Upcoming Events: 
 

Cowichan Valley Rhododendron Society:  
TBA, at The Hub in Duncan, check their website. 

Mount Arrowsmith Rhododendron Society:  
“Native Plants for Beauty and Biodiversity” with Cyndi Hampton and Jim Roberts, Qualicum Beach Community Hall, 644 
Memorial Ave, Wednesday, March 11th at 7:30 pm.    

North Island Rhododendron Society:   
“Milner Gardens and Woodland and the Greig Rhododendron Species Garden” with Geoff Ball, Jim Cadwaladr and John 
Deniseger, Comox United Church Hall, Tuesday, March 10th at 7:00 pm. 

Victoria Rhododendron Society:  
“Azaleas – everything you wanted to know” with Atsuko Gibson, Couvelier Pavilion, Glendale Gardens, 505 Quayle Rd, 
Saanich, Thursday, March 5th, 7:30pm.   

Milner Gardens and Woodland:    
Open on Fridays and Saturdays from 11:00 to 3:00. Check the Milner website for details HERE  
Hailey Grove Work bee: Work bee on Tuesday, March 10th (the 2nd Tuesday each month) – see p. 6 for details. 
Greig Rhododendron Species Garden Work Bee: Wednesday, March 4th and March 18th from 1:00 pm to 3:30 pm 
 - see p. 8 for details. 

ARS Spring Convention: April 21st to 25th: speakers, plant sales, tours – from Victoria to 
Qualicum.  See President’s report on p.1 as well as pp.7,8,12 to 
know more or CLICK HERE  for details and to register. 

Seedy Saturdays are coming!!! 
Nanaimo - March 1st:  The NRS is present in the Community! 

Please come to ‘Seedy Sunday’ on March 1st and visit the NRS 

table, say hello, and see our display. 😊  

 

 

Hailey Rhododendron Grove ~  
Bowen Park 

Many thanks to the volunteers that help make Hailey thrive 
on every second Tuesday of the month!  We could use more 
people if you can spare the time…   
We hope to see everyone out on Tuesday, March 10th, 

weather permitting.  All are welcome, bring your garden 

gloves!  Come for the morning, or come for an 

hour…whatever you can contribute – join the fun!        

NRS at Seedy Sunday 2023 

https://milnergardens.viu.ca/winter-hours-admissions
https://marsrhodos.ca/2026-ars-convention/
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ARS 2026 Spring Convention 

Vancouver Island 
By Linda Derkach 

I think by now most of our members know that we are leading the planning for a Vancouver Island-

wide Spring gathering of members of the American Rhododendron Society.   

Tuesday, April 21, 2025 to Saturday, April 25, 2025 
¶ Tuesday т Bus pre-tour of gardens from Victoria to Sooke 
¶ Wednesday  т Bus pre-tour of Victoria gardens, both days organized by the Victoria 

Rhododendron Society 
¶ Thursday т Car-pooling tour of country gardens in the Cowichan Valley 

put on by the Cowichan Valley Rhododendron Society 
¶ Friday т Welcome to all at the Qualicum Beach Civic Centre т Speakers, plant sale, prizes, 

tour of Milner Gardens, plus the AGM of the Rhododendron Species Foundation, social time 
with friends, ARS Awards, Buffet Dinner at QBCC т all organized by MARS and the Nanaimo 
Rhododendron Society; Plant sale managed by North Island RS. 

¶ Saturday  т Bus post-tour of gardens from Qualicum to Nanaimo return, organized by the 
Nanaimo Rhododendron Society, dinner together in the evening at a local restaurant. 

Each day of the convention is individually priced so you can do one or two or all of the days of the 
convention.  Dinners are optional but will be very reasonable so please plan to join us! 
 

Every day will offer spectacular gardens and fun activities for participants.  
  
 

REGISTRATION IS OPEN for the ARS 
2026 Spring Convention , being held right 
here on beautiful Vancouver Island from 

April 21, 2026 to April 25, 2026  

Don't miss this fabulous opportunity for fun, fellowship, learning, and tours of spectacular 
public and private gardens from Sooke to Qualicum Beach! 

TOUR SPACE IS LIMITED - PLEASE REGISTER EARLY  

For details or to Register go to  https://marsrhodos.ca/2026-ars-convention/ 

 

https://2fef4c61.click.convertkit-mail2.com/92umdx9kweinh6498enf9hzoxm933bwhzl3en/58hvh7hg3o0o7of6/aHR0cHM6Ly9tYXJzcmhvZG9zLmNhLzIwMjYtYXJzLWNvbnZlbnRpb24v
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An Update on our Activities at Milner 

Greig Rhododendron Species Garden 
 

The first work bee of the season was on the cool, but sunny 
morning of February 18th.  The group worked on the flat 
upper area of phase 2, initially clearing and consolidating 
branches and debris.  This was followed by the placement of 
approximately 100 feet of split rail fence toward the back of 
the area.  The next work bees will be on March 4th and March 
18th from 1pm to 3:30. It will be an opportunity to continue to 

work on phase 2 of the GRSG while continuing ongoing maintenance 
of phase 1, through the early spring as the weather permits.  Given 
that Milner and the GRSG will be featured as part of the ARS 
conference this year, we’ll be giving the species garden a little extra 
attention.  It should be an exciting time and a great opportunity to 
learn more about rhododendrons, the species garden and Milner.  
We’ll be looking for volunteers …   

Longmeadow Shadehouse at Milner 

On February 18th, several members fertilized the cuttings in the 
shadehouse.  The plants are looking great!  While the Longmeadow 
shadehouse team has been “off-duty” for the winter months, we’ll get 
back to monitoring on a regular basis soon.   We’ll be checking the 
plants every other week through the fall.  In cooperation with MARS 
members, we alternate weeks so that each group monitors the plants every 2 weeks.   

****************************************************************** 

A few more words on the ARS Conference 
By now, you all know that there’s an ARS Convention being organized 
by a group of hard-working members from the NRS, along with each 
of the chapters on Vancouver Island.  It runs from April 21st through April 25th.  The basic 
registration fee of $65 ($85 after March 31st) includes a full day of activities in the Qualicum 
Beach area.  It includes breakfast, lunch, 4 world class speakers, access to a special plant 
sale, a tour of Milner and a very special private garden in the area.  It sounds like a good deal 

to us!!  If you’ve never been to an ARS convention, this is your chance to 
learn, buy hard-to-get plants, meet new people and celebrate life on 
Vancouver Island.  Don’t wait to register as it’s filling up very fast!  There’s 
limited space left!   
For further details and to register go to ARS convention 

https://marsrhodos.ca/2026-ars-convention/
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Propagation News   by Rosina Schmidt 
Our great propagators are diligently doing their watering duty, and no wonder, the year-2025 cuttings are 

thriving, as can be seen on the attached two examples, R. strigillosum and R. ‘Scarlet Romance’.  The 2025 

cuttings are being fertilized with liquid fertilizer on a monthly basis.  

Our rhodos at Milner Gardens received early-Spring granular fertilizer, thanks to the Milner Gardens work 

crew. As mentioned earlier, the year-2025 cuttings will be transplanted to 1-gallon pots come April, and our 1-

gallon potted plants at Milner Gardens must be repotted to 2-gallon pots come May or June. Much 

exciting work ahead of us! 

Our thanks go to all those eager helping hands!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plant of the Month by Ron Sutton 

Rhododendron 'Award’ (The Root Beer Rhodo) 

This scented hybrid rhododendron was produced by D.W James in 1969 by 
crossing with Rhododendron ‘Anna’ x Rhododendron ‘Margaret Dunn’ Group. 
It has attractive matte green, concave leaves, with bronze new growth. The 2-
inch flowers are mostly white, with streaks of pink and a greenish yellow throat. 
It forms loose trusses of up to 15 flowers. 
Bloom time is the middle of May. 
What is remarkable is that these scented flowers actually do smell like Root Beer. 
It was what led me to order one from Harold Greer when I lived in Ontario. It 
didn’t do well there, though. 
It is a vigorous grower, and you can expect it to be 6-7 high in 10 years. It likes 
full sun to part shade; I have my plant in part shade.   
It is hardy to -18°C Photo taken here in Fanny Bay, May 22, 2021, is of my plant. 
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More on the story of Finley Rhododendrons  

From Sue (Finley) Klapwijk – Finley’s Rhododendrons 

From teaspoonful beginnings, the Finley’s have established a nursery of considerable significance for 
rhododendrons in the gardens and parks of the Lower Mainland. The family enterprise - Dad, Mum & kids, 
would pot on an annual production of 5-6,000 seedlings in a remarkably short time. How many is that over a 
30-year period? Probably every club and society sale has benefited from the Finley plants, as do many of 
today’s landscapers. The Vern trusses have long been a mainstay of the VRS Show.  

While many of the Finley hybrids are worthy of registration, this honour is currently reserved for one, the 
Burnaby Centennial, a brilliant R. ‘Leona’ x R. ‘Etta Burrows’ cross. The Vancouver Rhododendron Society 
awarded the Bronze Medal of the American Rhododendron Society to Vern in 1984 for her exceptional 
contributions to rhododendron horticulture. It is the highest award that local Chapters can bestow.  

During my visit, a small plane droned high overhead. At one with the pilot in the sky, Gordon (Finley) reflected 
on his own flying days, a sport taken on (no doubt with encouragement from ham radio colleague Dr. Jim 
Trembath) as he approached his fiftieth year.  And to be on the safe side, Vern soon obtained her own pilot’s 
licence, “just in case Gordon fell out”. Following in parental footsteps, the “children” are excellent gardeners 
(“it’s in the genes”), and Sue, a horticulturist in her own right, has her wings too, just like Mum and Dad. May 
the rhododendron tradition of Vern and Gordon continued to flourish in the hands of Sue and husband Chris.  

Author – Louis K. Peterson. 

***************************************************************************************** 

In Memoriam  by Margaret Griffith-Cochrane, NIRS President  
(Ed. Note: This beautiful tribute to Carolyn is so well written, it also speaks to the joys of being a gardener and why we 
belong to garden clubs.) 
  

“January has been a sad month for us in the North Island Rhododendron 
Society and in the surrounding Vancouver Island gardening community. We 
suddenly and unexpectedly had to say goodbye to our dear friend, NIRS 
secretary and garden buddy, Carolyn Chester, when she died in late January. 
She had been our secretary since 2014 shortly after joining the club. 
Carolyn helped in organizing Mother’s Day Garden Tours, hosting garden tours 
and plant sales and spent many hours helping with our propagation group. 
Her unrelenting love and joy in all things Rhododendron, or purple, her 
willingness to volunteer for club jobs, the delight in meeting new friends or 
touring their gardens, finding treasures in nurseries that required a trip down 
the island and her pleasure in helping people, will keep her always in our 
hearts, and she will keep our gardens and community friendships thriving. 
Carolyn embodied all that is good about a garden society, sharing time and 
talents with each other and the community, loving to learn about new gardens 
or plants and as well she did enjoy a good plant rescue and finding that little 
rhododendron or companion plant a new home! 
Carolyn received the Bronze Medal award in 2021. 
Rest in Peace, Carolyn.” 
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From our friends with the Vancouver Island Master Gardeners 
Association (VIMGA) 
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Highlights: A day of Education 

 
Christine Quist: “Starting Native Plants from Seed; A Practical Demo for Home Gardeners” 

Janis Matson: “Vancouver Island’s Diversity: The Uniqueness and Distinctiveness of our Green Spaces” 

Linda Gilkeson: “Harvest More from Your Garden All Year Round” 

Paul Spriggs: “Cracks and Crevices: The Art of Rock and Crevice Gardening” 

Organized  by :  

MARS (Mount Arrowsmith Rhododendron Society),  

NRS (Nanaimo Rhododendron Society), and  

VIMGA (Vancouver Island Master Gardeners Association) 

 

More  information  coming soon! 

2026 Fall into Gardening  
Qualicum Beach , British Columbia  

Gardening on Vancouver Island is Different  

Sunday, September 27, 2026  
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The Grumpy Gardener (aka Steve Bender)  
(This entertaining article was sent to us by Ron Sutton – we felt 

that it was fitting to include here given that the Pacific Dogwood -

Cornus nuttallii is our Provincial Flower!)  

Crime Most Foul!  

“Experts” Besmirch Our Beloved Dogwood Tree! 

My friends, I have shocking news. Due to its graphic nature, 

reader discretion is advised. Taxonomists have done it 

again. If you don’t know what a taxonomist is, it’s a person 

who classifies plants into different families, genera, and 

species and gives them botanical names. Like the Masons, they’re a secret society of shadowy membership 

who identify each other by passwords, code names, and special handshakes. Such covertness is vital, because 

the purpose of their loathsome cult is to suddenly change popular botanical names that everybody knows into 

obscure weird names no one does to foment mass confusion. Thus, the expected lifespan of an outed 

taxonomist is equivalent to that of a Higg’s boson (a subatomic particle you should Google). 

A short time ago, taxonomists set their sights on one of the South’s most iconic and treasured native trees, the 

flowering dogwood, and changed its botanical name. Granted, most Americans don’t call plants by botanical 

names, but gardeners do. It’s the way we distinguished plants that share a similar common name, such as 

lemon bottlebrush (Callistemon citrinus) and bottlebrush buckeye (Aesculus parviflora). Since the time of the 

great 18th century Swedish botanist, Carl Linnaeus, who developed the binomial system for naming plants, the 

botanical name of flowering dogwood has always been Cornus florida. Likely the only botanical name as well-

known by average folks belongs to common camellia (Camellia japonica).  

No more. From now on, flowering dogwood shall be known scientifically as 

Benthamidia florida. Its similar-looking Asian cousin, kousa dogwood, shall be 

Benthamidia kousa. Tattoo these names on any convenient body part so you 

won’t forget.   The logic of the name change escapes me. Cornus comes from a 

Latin word that indicates the hardness of the wood. A dogwood’s wood is very 

hard; native Americans made clubs from it to defend themselves against packs 

of attacking wolves called “dogs.” (I made up that last part. They used the wood 

for making skewers called “dogs” to grill frankfurters.) But Benthamidia sounds 

like a social disease. No way I’m bringing home that.  

And another thing. “Benthamidia” must be derived from someone named 

Bentham, but who? The only Bentham I know is Jeremy Bentham, a 19th 

century English philosopher credited with founding modern utilitarianism, the practice of responding to a 

frantic homeowner’s request to fix a gas or water leak by saying a technician will be there next Tuesday 

sometime between the hours of 8am and 5 pm.  

Because I am the Grumpy Gardener, I get to make final decisions on lots of horticultural matters and I just 

made one. I will not refer to flowering dogwood as Benthamidia. If Libby, Southern Living’s obsessively correct 

Copy Chief changes Cornus to Bethamidia in one of my future stories, you may rest assured common sense 

has once again fallen on its sword and barbarians have scaled the castle walls.  

Cornus forever! Benthamidia never! 
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Looking forward to 

seeing you all at our 

next meeting on 

March 12
th

, 2026! 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

R. sutchuenense letting us know that 

Spring is just around the corner…        


