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The Rhodomentum 
   Nanaimo Rhododendron Society Newsletter 

                                                                                          April 2026 

President’s Message   
Greetings NRS Members! 

Spring has sprung: It definitely is my favourite time of the year. It 

came extra early this year and then we had some cold days so 

flowers lasted longer – my daffodils are still in full glory, but some of 

the more tender plants that bloomed too early got some frost 

damage at my place. 

As I write this, there are two major rhododendron events to get 

ready for. The first is the ARS Convention with its Island-wide 

events, the highlight being the actual meeting in Qualicum Beach on 

April 24, followed the next day by a bus tour to visit spectacular 

private gardens in Nanoose and Nanaimo. If you have not yet 

registered, it is not too late. Go to https://marsrhodos.ca/2026-ars-

convention/  SOON! because some events are already sold out and 

the conference fee (very reasonable at $65) will be an extra $20 

after April 1.   In addition to paying for the Bowen Park Auditorium 

as the lunch venue, NRS is donating some items (to be put into a 

couple of gift baskets) for door prizes/raffle. We depend on you to 

bring things to our April meeting: e.g. a BC bottle of wine, some nice 

tea selections, small garden tools… (See p.6 for details.) 

The next big event is our Mother’s Day Sale and Truss show on 

Saturday, May 9th.  April and Ione have done a superior job in 

getting excellent vendors. Now we need many of you to help: by 

bringing lots of trusses to the show, helping on the Friday evening to 

get ready and on the day of the show. There will be sign-up sheets 

for helpers - I hope lots of you are willing to help.  

Hope to see you at the April meeting where Chris, June and John will explain how to get your trusses ready for 

display. 

Dorothee 
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Our Next Meeting: Thursday, April 9th at 7:30 

“Learning about Rhododendron Truss Displays & How to do it Successfully”.  

Facilitated by Chris Southwick, June Bouchard, John Deniseger 

At Beban Park Social Centre 

 
 

 

https://marsrhodos.ca/2026-ars-convention/
https://marsrhodos.ca/2026-ars-convention/
https://nanaimorhodos.ca/


Nanaimo Rhododendron Society 
 

2 
Vol. 34, no. 8 April 2026 
 

Our Program for April 
“Learning about Rhododendron Truss Displays & How to do it Successfully”.  Facilitated by 

Chris Southwick, June Bouchard, John Deniseger 

We’re going to learn about trusses – how to find the best, the do’s and don’ts of displaying them, what the 
judges are looking for, why do we have a truss show, does size really matter, what categories do we have in 
our truss show… 
 

Here’s where we need your help (it’s also a test to see who actually reads the newsletter).  This is going to be 
an informal discussion largely done in a roundtable format.  We’re asking members to bring in 1 or 2 of their 
own rhododendron trusses to share with everyone – any size or condition that you wish.  Collectively, we’ll 
talk about each of them – their pros and cons, category in the truss show etc. 

*******************************************************************
Members are encouraged to 
carpool. If you need a ride to a 
meeting or event, or if you can 
offer one, please email 
Dorothee Kieser at 
dorotheekieser@shaw.ca 

 

 
****************************************************************************************** 

OUR NRS PROGRAM FOR THE REST OF THE YEAR: 
May 14th:  Member’s Choice of their 2nd Favourite Rhododendron – One selection per member please, with 
photo and notes.  More on this on p.5 and in the May newsletter. 

June 13th (tentative date) – Year End Potluck   

Did you know??? We are on Facebook as the Nanaimo Rhododendron Society. Upcoming events will 

be posted there and members will be able to add photographs or items of interest to other members.  

 

Not this kind of truss 

How can they both 

be called trusses?  

You just have to 

love language! 

A great big thank you to Chris 

Southwick, Jennifer McKee and 

June/John for bringing goodies for our 

April meeting break!  

mailto:dorotheekieser@shaw.ca
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A Look Back at our March Meeting 
 

Chris Southwick and Sue Klapwick gave us an interesting presentation on azaleas.  They showed us the 

difference between azaleas and rhododendrons using amazing close-up photos, descriptions and hands-on 

examination of leaves.  Their interesting photos also showed us the diversity of azalea flower colours, shapes 

and sizes. A few lucky members even went home with cuttings.  Here’s the handout that was shared at the 

meeting. 

 

 

**************************************************************************************** 

Wanted! Wanted!  Newsletter editor(s)! 
Under the tutelage of June and John, learn how to produce an exceptional 
newsletter for the NRS. We have enjoyed June & John’s work for a long time 
and now they would like to give someone the opportunity to produce the 

interesting and informative missive for the NRS. (They’re hoping for 
someone to start in the fall.) 
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Raffle Prize Plants for our April Meeting – by Chris Southwick  

 
Here’s a heads up on 3 wonderful plants that will be on our raffle table at the April meeting: 

 
“Hank’s Orange” – this is an interesting one as it’s difficult to find much info on it.  

According to Ken Webb, it is not a Jim Barlup hybrid, but a plant that he used in his 
hybridizing program.  It is a good orange but can be a bit leggy.  He suggests 
planting it in good light to keep it tighter.  Sounds like a good plant to try… 

 
 

 
 

 
“Rhododendron ‘Black Widow” is a rare 
cultivar with stunning, funnel-shaped, wavy-
edged, velvety burgundy red flowers opening at 
first greyish purple. White-tipped anthers and 
glossy green foliage accent the blooms. Grows 
to a height of 3-5 feet in 10 years. It can be 
grown in full sun, but the flower colour will be 
richer and deeper when grown in partial shade. 
Hardy to zone 6b. Grow in a moist, acidic and 
well-draining medium.” (Text and bloom photo 
from Phoenix Perennials.) 

 
This is a heavily budded 
deciduous azalea called 
‘Wallowa Red’.  I bet it will 
be lovely.  
“Clusters of rich red blooms 
that emerge from dark red 
buds, cover this azalea in 
mid to late spring; a 
compact upright shrub that 
is great along borders and 
as an accent; needs highly acidic and organic soil that is well drained 
is covered in stunning clusters of lightly-scented red trumpet-shaped 
flowers at the ends of the branches from mid to late spring, which 
emerge from distinctive dark red flower buds before the leaves. It has 
green deciduous foliage. The narrow leaves turn an outstanding yellow in 
the fall.” (Text and bloom photo from Gardenworks.) 
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Twigs and Stems – Calendar of Upcoming Events: 
 

Cowichan Valley Rhododendron Society:  
TBA, Wednesday, April 1st at 7:00 pm, at The Hub in Duncan, check their website. 

Mount Arrowsmith Rhododendron Society:  
“Looking for Rhododendron canadense and what we found along the way” with June Bouchard and John Deniseger, 
Qualicum Beach Community Hall, 644 Memorial Ave, Wednesday, April 8th at 7:30 pm.    

North Island Rhododendron Society:   
TBA, Comox United Church Hall, Tuesday, April 14th, at 7:00 pm. 

Victoria Rhododendron Society:  
“Tool Sharpening Workshop” with Sean Rustemeyer, Couvelier Pavilion, Glendale Gardens, 505 Quayle Rd, Saanich, 
Thursday, April 2nd, 7:30pm.   

Milner Gardens and Woodland:    
Open on Thursday to Sundays from 11:00 to 5:00, beginning April 2nd. Check the Milner website for details HERE  
Hailey Grove Work bee: Work bee on Tuesday, April 14th (the 2nd Tuesday each month) – see p. 6 for details. 
Greig Rhododendron Species Garden Work Bee: Wednesday, April 1st and 8th from 9:00 to noon, and April 15th from 
1:00 pm to 3:30 pm - see p.9 for details. 

ARS Spring Convention: April 21st to 25th: speakers, plant sales, tours – from Victoria to 
Qualicum.  See President’s report on p.1 as well as p. 13 to know more or CLICK HERE  for 
details and to register. 

******************************************************************* 
A Look Ahead to the May meeting – from Chris Southwick 
 
I have been thinking about the May program.  I would like to encourage 
members to send in their selection of "2nd best" or "most favourite" if 
they didn't do so two years ago along with the reason for their choice.  If 
they can't find a photo of their own plant, then we can do our best to do 
so.  Their own garden photos would be best, for sure.  Please ask them to 
send me their information so that I can get started on putting it 
together.  Send their jpeg photos to: csouthwick99@gmail.com   Email 
me or text me at (250) 616-2742 if they have questions. 
I can give you an example... R. ‘Royston Copper’ is one of my favourites.  I 
love it because my grandmother hybridized this plant, and it was given to 
me as a one-gallon plant by Alan and Sandy Campbell.  Alan has been a 
champion of Mary Greig's hybrids and I sure appreciate her horticultural 
expertise being acknowledged and continued for posterity.   The parents 
of ‘Royston Copper’ were the species R. auriculatum crossed with the 
hybrid R. ‘Fabia’.  R. auriculatum is a very late blooming species, and my grandmother wanted to breed late-
flowering into her hybrids.  The photo here were taken on July 6, 2025.   Seeing so much colour at that time of 
year amongst the other rhododendrons is always gratifying.  It is a very tall-growing plant and towers over 
some of the others. 

 

https://milnergardens.viu.ca/winter-hours-admissions
https://marsrhodos.ca/2026-ars-convention/
mailto:csouthwick99@gmail.com
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For the ARS Spring Convention – donations for a gift basket are needed 
 

You all know that the ARS Spring Convention is on Vancouver Island this 
year. (see President’s report). To help keep the conference costs down, 
there will be a raffle and the NRS is going to donate a gift basket (or two). 
To fill those baskets, we need your help. Please donate Nanaimo-related 
items that link to rhodos, flowers, or are fun or useful (but no plants since 
we will have American visitors who cannot take plants back). Please bring 
the items to the April meeting. 

 

Propagation News   by Rosina Schmidt 
 

Most of our 2025 cuttings are eagerly waiting to be transplanted, while a 
few seem to be buried in the soil and gasping for air. No, we have not 
planted any too deep, but the soil mixed that day did not have time to 
soak up the water and expand before the cutting was planted.  
We’ve learned from this and in the future the soil for the cuttings must be 

premixed at least one week ahead.  
 
Another lesson was choosing the right 
cutting: 
- the shoot must bend at least 90 
degrees; 
-only a leaf bud shoot must be 
chosen; 
-each rhododendron has its own perfect time for propagation, and this 
will be our next research observation.  

 

Hailey Rhododendron Grove ~ Bowen Park 
Many thanks to the volunteers that help make 
Hailey thrive on every second Tuesday of the 
month!  We could use more people if you can 
spare the time…   
We hope to see everyone out on Tuesday, April 

14th, weather permitting.  All are welcome, bring 

your garden gloves!  Come for the morning, or 

come for an hour…whatever you can contribute 

– join the fun!        Rosina, Deborah and Kevin hard at work! 
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Annual NRS Truss Show 202 6 

Saturday, May 9th at Beban Park Centennial Building, 10am to 2pm 

It is Truss Show and Plant Sale time again!  I hope to see 

you there with as many beautiful blooms from your 

garden as you can find – new to the club or have been 

with us for years, 1 single truss or many – I hope you will 

find some worthy specimens in your garden to add to the 

colour and beauty of our show.  We would love you to 

participate and help to make it an inspiration for the 

visitors to the show. 

The Thursday meeting on April 9th will be about 

preparing your entries for the show, so bring a truss (or 

several) along to this meeting and learn about how to 

show them to best advantage.  Entry forms will be 

available at the meeting. 

This year again, there will be a ‘Novice’ class, which is for members who have never entered a truss to a 

rhododendron show before.  Hints and tips are available on the website (see below) and information will be 

on display at the next meeting on April 9th. 

THE SCHEDULE for entrants to the show is as follows: 

¶ On FRIDAY, MAY 8th, entries need to be received at the registration desk between 6pm and 8 pm if at 

all possible, please.  Doors will open from about 6pm for setting up tables, chairs etc.; 

¶ If you come from afar and need to register on Saturday 9th May, registration clerks will be available 

from 7:00 am and the last entries will be accepted at the registration desk at 8:15 am; 

¶ Doors will be open from 6:30 am on Saturday and entries can be set up on the preparation table just 

next to the registration desk; 

¶ All entries arriving after 8:15 am will not be entered and will be displayed on the ‘display only’ table. 

¶  Judging starts at 9am and will not finish until around 10:30am.  The Truss show display area will be 

closed until the judging process is finished. 

 

Please Note:  if you have favourite blooms that you would like to add to the ‘display only’ table they will be 

very welcome.  Every bloom adds to the impact of our show. 

 

The following can be found on the NRS website: Truss Show | Nanaimo Rhododendron Society  

o The 2026 Truss Show Classes 

o A long list of plants in entry classes (sorted alphabetically) 

o The registration form, P1 (Entrant’s Name, Truss Name, Class) – required to hand in at registration 

o The exhibitor form, P2 (List of TRUSS names of your entries) – for your own info (optional) 

o Our tips on preparing trusses and sprays 

The winner’s table 2025 

https://nanaimorhodos.ca/truss-show/
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Plant of the Month by Ron Sutton 

Rhododendron amagianum 
This is a seldom available, deciduous azalea species.  
It belongs to subgenus Tsutsusi, section Brachycalyx, and is 
native to the island of Honshu Japan, on Mt. Amagi and Mt. 
Higane. 
It is similar to Rhododendron sanctum, except R. amagianum 
blooms later, and has more pointed leaf tips. The 4-inch 
shiny leaves of this species are attractive. The leaf underside has 
fine hairs, mainly along the mid rib. The leaves are arranged in 
groups of three, and open at the tip of the branches. 
The dark pink to orangey red unscented flowers, arrive in the 
middle of June here, and form loose trusses of three flowers, 
that sit above the leaves. 
It is hardy to -21°C, and can handle full sun to part shade. It’s a 
slow upright grower, and will only be approximately 4 feet high 
in ten years. 
This is an attractive plant in and out of flower, and I acquired it from the RSBG. 
Here is a photo of my plant, taken on June 18, 2025 – it gets mostly light shade. 

****************************************************************** 

More from our President: 
1. Your thoughts PLEASE! What time would you like to start the monthly NRS 

meetings??  
There has been some discussion recently about when to start the monthly meetings. Currently 

we start the meeting at 7:30 pm (with set-up at 7 pm) and end at 9 pm. Often times we find 

that timing a bit rushed with discussing business, having coffee and raffle, and followed by a 

speaker or round table discussion. 

Think about the following options: 

1) 7 pm start with a 9 pm end 

2) 7 pm start and an 8:30 end 

3) Keep as is: 7:30 start and 9 pm end 

4) An afternoon time, possibly on Saturday 

At the April meeting, we will have general discussion on this and have a vote to see if a change is desired. 

2. Needed!! 
An NRS member willing to take on the position of Marketing/advertising!  

Margaret Cadwaladr has done a superb job in informing the community of NRS events, 

publishing articles in the Bulletin, announcing highlights of our year, etc. It is time for someone 

else to take on this important role. Margaret will be happy to mentor you! 
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An Update on our Activities at Milner 

Greig Rhododendron Species Garden 
 

We’ve continued to work on cleaning up the flat 
upper area of phase 2.  The split rail fence has 
been anchored, a small mountain of creeping 
blackberry vines was removed, large woody 
debris has been taken away and we’ve begun to 
mulch the entire area.  We’ve had a nice turnout 
from both NRS and MARS members, which is 
great to see.  Thank you to everyone who’s 
helped out so far.  The next work bees will be on 
March 25th (1pm to 3:30, April 1st (9am to noon), 
April 8th (9am to noon) and April 15th 

(1pm to 3:30). It will be an opportunity to continue to work on 
phase 2 of the GRSG, while continuing ongoing maintenance of 
phase 1, as the weather permits.  Given that Milner and the GRSG 
will be featured as part of the ARS conference this year, we’ll be 
giving the species garden a little extra attention.  It should be an 
exciting time and a great opportunity to learn more about 
rhododendrons, the species garden and Milner.  We’ll be looking 
for volunteers …   

 
Longmeadow Shadehouse at Milner 
The plants are looking great!  While the Longmeadow shadehouse team has been 
“off-duty” for the winter months, we’ll get back to monitoring on a regular basis 
soon.   We’ll be checking the plants every other week through the fall.  In 
cooperation with MARS members, we alternate weeks so that each group 
monitors the plants every 2 weeks.  We’ll be passing around a sign-up sheet for 
volunteers at the April meeting. 
***************************************************************************************** 

A Short film worth watching!! 
Gardening has a way of constantly teaching us things.  Here’s 

a link to a 1-hour film on caterpillars.  The photography is 

amazing and you'll never look at caterpillars the same way. It 

also speaks to the need for biodiversity in our gardens and 

landscapes.  Enjoy! Just click here Caterpillar Film 

Our favourite sentence from the film: “The caterpillar does 

all the work but the butterfly gets all the publicity.” 

https://www.google.com/search?q=caterpillar+documentary&rlz=1C1ONGR_enCA1100CA1100&oq=caterpillar+documentary&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqEggAEAAYQxjjAhixAxiABBiKBTISCAAQABhDGOMCGLEDGIAEGIoFMg8IARAuGEMYsQMYgAQYigUyDAgCEAAYQxiABBiKBTIMCAMQABhDGIAEGIoFMgwIBBAAGEMYgAQYigUyDAgFEAAYQxiABBiKBTIMCAYQABhDGIAEGIoFMgcIBxAAGIAEMgcICBAAGIAEMgcICRAAGIAE0gEKMTczMzhqMGoxNagCCLACAfEFvRCJlPVcol4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:1fc9ec1c,vid:Ql1zrSUFuvM,st:0
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Looking back at Seedy Sunday on March 1
st

. 

 

 

 

The Nanaimo Rhododendron Society was well represented at the latest 

Nanaimo Seedy Sunday! Thank you to the volunteers who set up the 

beautiful display and answered questions from the public during the day.  

Thanks to Val Harvey for providing the photos! 

 

 

 

Gaylle, Val and Eliane ready to 

spread the word about the NRS 

Bob Bissonette and Allen showing off 

beautiful trusses – not bad for March 1st!         

Gaylle and Susan checking 

out the info… 
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Gardening Musings…. by June Bouchard 

As I’m currently in recovery mode after my back 

surgery, I am grateful for a few wonderful books that 

have come my way.  One of these books is “Journeys to 

the Nearby: A Gardener Discovers the Gentle Art of 

Untravelling” by Elspeth Bradbury.  I could quote so 

much from that book but you might like to discover it 

yourself – I got it from the library and liked it so much 

that I bought my own copy.  Here’s an excerpt to inspire 

you:  

“I’m expecting visitors tomorrow, so there’s no idle 

wandering for me today. I’m watering the wilted, trimming 

the untidy, weeding the unwanted and propping up the faint 

of heart. Gardening at times can feel a lot like trying to 

wrangle a reluctant family into a group photo. “Back off, 

Laurel. Lean in, Daphne. For heaven’s sake, all of you, smile!” 

The uncles are grumpy, the teens are sulky and the kids are 

going bananas. I can plead for a little cooperation, but I 

know that the perfectly posed picture, frozen for posterity, is 

never going to happen – not in this garden anyway.” (p.159)  

A review f rom Google Books:  
 

“Inspired by adventures of world travellers but unwilling to rack up her fossil fuel consumption, 
Elspeth sets out with a deep curiosity to explore the world that exists in her own garden. 
Told over the course of four seasons this is an inspiring book of the beauty in the small moments of 
discovery. After spending the winter holidays lazing comfortably with a stack of books by ambitiously 
adventurous travel writers, Elspeth soon realizes that their derring-do and far-flung, often gas-
guzzling exploits, are not her cup of tea. But impressed by their energy she resolves to abandon her 
recliner to set off on a year-long journey of her own. 
With a fresh dose of curiosity and a firm resolve to take her time, Elspeth invites the reader to join her 
as she ventures out to see the world as it resides in her own backyard. Her tentative efforts to learn 
the art of untravelling' become a voyage of discovery and rediscovery as she learns to slow down and 
observe. 
With gentle humour and a warm, intimate and conversational style, Elspeth evokes her world as richly 
as any travel writer. Her elegant pen-and-ink drawings enrich the prose and add an extra layer of 
information. 
A beautiful gift book for travellers, gardeners and those looking for solace in our overwhelming and 
relentlessly-fast-paced digital world.” 
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ARS 2026 Spring Convention 

Vancouver Island 
By Linda Derkach 

I think by now most of our members know that we are leading the planning for a Vancouver Island-

wide Spring gathering of members of the American Rhododendron Society.   

Tuesday, April 21, 2025 to Saturday, April 25, 2025 
¶ Tuesday т Bus pre-tour of gardens from Victoria to Sooke 
¶ Wednesday  т Bus pre-tour of Victoria gardens, both days organized by the Victoria 

Rhododendron Society 
¶ Thursday т Car-pooling tour of country gardens in the Cowichan Valley 

put on by the Cowichan Valley Rhododendron Society 
¶ Friday т Welcome to all at the Qualicum Beach Civic Centre т Speakers, plant sale, prizes, 

tour of Milner Gardens, plus the AGM of the Rhododendron Species Foundation, social time 
with friends, ARS Awards, Buffet Dinner at QBCC т all organized by MARS and the Nanaimo 
Rhododendron Society; Plant sale managed by North Island RS. 

¶ Saturday  т Bus post-tour of gardens from Qualicum to Nanaimo return, organized by the 
Nanaimo Rhododendron Society, dinner together in the evening at a local restaurant. 

Each day of the convention is individually priced so you can do one or two or all of the days of the 
convention.  Dinners are optional but will be very reasonable so please plan to join us! 
 

Every day will offer spectacular gardens and fun activities for participants.  
  
 

REGISTRATION IS OPEN for the ARS 
2026 Spring Convention , being held right 
here on beautiful Vancouver Island from 

April 21, 2026 to April 25, 2026  

Don't miss this fabulous opportunity for fun, fellowship, learning, and tours of spectacular 
public and private gardens from Sooke to Qualicum Beach! 

TOUR SPACE IS LIMITED - PLEASE REGISTER EARLY  

For details or to Register go to  https://marsrhodos.ca/2026-ars-convention/ 

 

 

https://2fef4c61.click.convertkit-mail2.com/92umdx9kweinh6498enf9hzoxm933bwhzl3en/58hvh7hg3o0o7of6/aHR0cHM6Ly9tYXJzcmhvZG9zLmNhLzIwMjYtYXJzLWNvbnZlbnRpb24v
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Highlights: A day of Education 

 
Christine Quist: “Starting Native Plants from Seed: A Practical Demo for Home Gardeners” 

Janis Matson: “Vancouver Island’s Diversity: The Uniqueness and Distinctiveness of our Green Spaces” 

Linda Gilkeson: “Harvest More from Your Garden All Year Round” 

Paul Spriggs: “Cracks and Crevices: The Art of Rock and Crevice Gardening” 

Organized  by :  

MARS (Mount Arrowsmith Rhododendron Society),  

NRS (Nanaimo Rhododendron Society), and  

VIMGA (Vancouver Island Master Gardeners Association) 

More  information  coming soon! 

2026 Fall into Gardening  
Qualicum Beach , British Columbia  

Gardening on Vancouver Island is Different  

Sunday, September 27, 2026  

  
 



Nanaimo Rhododendron Society 
 

15 
Vol. 34, no. 8 April 2026 
 

Happy Easter 

Everyone! 

Looking forward 

to seeing you all 

at our next 

meeting on April 

9
th

, 2026! 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Cornus mas – one of the 

stars in our spring garden 

this past while…        

Double Snowdrops (Galanthus nivalis 

‘Flore Pleno’) we got at the Qualicum 

Beach Seedy Saturday on February 7th. 


