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The Rhodomentum 
   Nanaimo Rhododendron Society Newsletter 

                                                                                          May 2026 

President’s Message   
Happy Spring Everyone! 

When I was at the MARS Plant Sale and Truss Show, I saw many 

gorgeous plants for sale: rhododendrons, azaleas, a multitude of 

other good-looking plants and beautiful trusses. Now, I really look 

forward to the NRS show on May 9th that so many of our members 

are working hard on to make it a total success. The line-up of 

vendors is fantastic; NRS with the help of many of you have 

propagated interesting rhodos which we will be selling and our truss 

show is always spectacular. I hope you will all consider bringing 

trusses from your favourite rhodos and also bring plants of all types 

to the NRS general sales table. This event is our prime fundraiser for 

the year. 

At the April meeting, we voted on a new start time for our 

monthly meetings: beginning in October, we will be starting 

meetings at 7:00 pm. I feel that this will benefit all of us. For 

those of us helping with set-up, the room will be available at 6:30. 

For our May general meeting, we will have a discussion of some of 

our favourite rhodos. It is not easy to choose a single favourite, so 

we are bringing back that topic to hear more about those special 

plants growing in your garden. Chris Southwick is collecting the 

information from you: please send her a photo or two together 

with some information on the plant and your thoughts as to why 

you have a special liking for that plant. 

See you at the May 9th Plant Sale and at our next meeting on May 14th.  

Dorothee 

 

 

 

 

OUR EXECUTIVE 
President:   Dorothee Kieser        

Vice President:  Gaylle McRae           

Secretary:   Margaret Cadwaladr   
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Directors:        
Joyce Clarke          

Arthur Lightburn   

Rosina Schmidt 

David Smith   

Krystyna Sosulski  

Chris Southwick        

                   

COMMITTEE CHAIRS: 

Library   Ann Beamish / Gaylle McRae  

Marketing        Margaret Cadwaladr 

Newsletter  June Bouchard / John Deniseger 

Membership  Krystyna Sosulski 

Program   by Committee 

Raffle    Val Harvey 

Sunshine              Gaylle McRae 

Coffee/goodies  Rasmey Meas 

Website   Rosina Schmidt / Liz Higgins 

Propagation         Rosina Schmidt 

Hailey Grove  Deborah Francis 

Show & Sale   Jan Moles, Ione Brown, April 

Johnson 

Nanaimo Rhododendron Society 

Box 241, #101-5170 Dunster Road 

Nanaimo, BC V9T 6M4 

Website: https://nanaimorhodos.ca/ 
     
  

 

Our Next Meeting: Thursday, May 14th at 7:30 

Your Favourite or “Second Best” Rhododendron 

Facilitated by Chris Southwick 

At Beban Park Social Centre 

 
 

 

https://nanaimorhodos.ca/
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Our Program for MAY  
 

Your Favourite or “Second Best” Rhododendron – from Chris Southwick 
 
Two years ago, we asked members to feature their favourite 
rhododendron.  It was so successful that we’d like to do an encore 
performance at our May meeting.  Please send Chris your selection of 
"2nd best" (or "most favourite" if you didn't do so two years ago) along 
with the reason for your choice.  If you can't find a photo of your own 
plant, then we’ll do our best to find one.  Your own garden photos would 
certainly be best.  Please send your photos and background information 
to Chris at  csouthwick99@gmail.com   You can also email or text her at 
(250) 616-2742 if you have questions. 
 
Here’s an example from Chris:  
“R. ‘Royston Copper’ is one of my favourites.  I love it because my 
grandmother hybridized this plant, and it was given to me as a one-gallon 
plant by Alan and Sandy Campbell.  Alan has been a champion of Mary 
Greig's hybrids and I sure appreciate her horticultural expertise being acknowledged and continued for 
posterity.   The parents of ‘Royston Copper’ were the species R. auriculatum crossed with the hybrid R. 
‘Fabia’.  R. auriculatum is a very late blooming species, and my grandmother wanted to breed late-flowering 
into her hybrids.  The photo here was taken on July 6, 2025.   Seeing so much colour at that time of year 
amongst the other rhododendrons is always gratifying.  It is a very tall-growing plant and towers over some of 
the others.” 

 
*******************************************************************

Members are encouraged to carpool. If you 
need a ride to a meeting 
or event, or if you can 
offer one, please email 
Dorothee Kieser at 
dorotheekieser@shaw.ca 

Did you know??? We are on Facebook as the Nanaimo 

Rhododendron Society. Upcoming events will be posted 

there and members will be able to add photographs or 

items of interest to other members.  
 

A great big thank you to Mary 

O’Neill and Helen Colvin for 

bringing goodies for our MAY 

meeting break!  

mailto:csouthwick99@gmail.com
mailto:dorotheekieser@shaw.ca
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Raffle Prize Plants for our May Meeting – by Chris Southwick  
 

Here’s a heads up on 3 wonderful plants that will be on our raffle table at the May meeting: 
 

R. ‘Apricot Fantasy” (budded small 1-gallon plant): 
  
“Rhododendron ‘Apricot Fantasy’ has large, fragrant, four inch 
wide, funnel-shaped, yellow-pink blooms with orange-yellow 
throats and yellowish-pink wavy edges. The lovely warm tones 
provide an exotic, tropical atmosphere to the garden. This 
evergreen shrub will reach six feet tall in 10 years. Grows well 
in a location with either part-sun or part-shade with acidic, 
rich, well-drained soil. This cultivar is resistant to verticillium 
wilt. Hardy to zone 6b.” 
(Photo and description from Phoenix Perennials) 

 
 
 
 Azalea ‘Gaiety’ (in a 2-gallon pot):  

 
“Gaiety Azalea is a broadleaf evergreen shrub with green 
foliage. In spring pink flowers emerge. Features glossy texture. 
Attracts bees making it an excellent addition to pollinator 
gardens. Grows well with mostly sun - mostly shade and regular 
water. Does well in acidic and well-drained soil. A good option if 
you're seeking something verticillium wilt resistant.” 
(Photo from ARS web page and description from plantlust.com)  
 
 

 
 

R. ‘Blue Baron’ (a small 1-gallon plant):  
 
“A proven hardy variety with exotic, sky blue blooms; a very showy 
accent plant; absolutely must have well-drained, highly acidic and 
organic soil, use plenty of peat moss when planting.  Blue Baron 
Rhododendron is clothed in stunning clusters of sky-blue trumpet-
shaped flowers at the ends of the branches in mid spring. It has 
green evergreen foliage which emerges coppery-bronze in spring. 
The small glossy narrow leaves remain green throughout the 
winter.” 
(Photo and description from Gardenworks) 
 

 



Nanaimo Rhododendron Society 
 

4 
Vol. 34, no. 9 May 2026 
 

Newsletter Editor(s) - Update 

We have made the difficult decision to step down as newsletter 
editors – the June newsletter will be our last one. We are hoping 
that someone will step forward for the beginning of the new 
season. We will be happy to assist whoever is interested through 
the transition – do contact us if you would like to know more. 

**************************************************************************************** 

A Look Back at Our April Meeting… 
 
“Learning about Rhododendron Truss Displays 

& How to do it Successfully”.  Chris led an 

interesting discussion on what makes a good 

truss and how to display them and choose 

them. 

 

Mark Your Calendar!!!  

The year-end event and potluck will be at Ron and Rea’s 

garden on Saturday June 13 at 2:00 pm!!!  Full details will 

be in the June newsletter!        
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Annual NRS Truss Show 2026 by Jan Moles 

Saturday, May 9th at Beban Park Centennial Building, 10am to 2pm 

About Registration, Judging and the Rules: 

Once upon a time, a group of knowledgeable members got together to plan an annual NRS Truss Show & Plant 

Sale event; what follows is specifically with regard to the Truss Show.  The objectives and rules were decided 

and I believe the show has not changed very much today.   

The LIST of TRUSS SHOW CLASSES that our entries are judged against is an arbitrary list, decided at that time 

by those experts.  The idea is that every entry must fit into one of the classes in the list and the judges will 

compare it to the other entries in the class.  Trusses could be:  

The Species Classes:    Alpine/dwarf Lepidote           Elepidote  

The Hybrid Classes:  Blotch/flare  Pink  Purple/Blue  Red hybrid 

     Salmon/orange White  Yellow  Lax Truss   

The Hybrid/Species Classes:  Hammerhead Foliage only  Fragrant 

Other Classes:   Azaleas(truss/spray) Novice 

Please Note:  

Fragrant, hammerhead and Foliage only: are restricted to  hybrid or species and  not 

azaleas. 

Novice:   an entry can belong to any of the above classes and must be submitted by a member who has 

NEVER BEFORE submitted a Rhododendron Truss to a Rhododendron show. 

SO          bureavii, an Elepidote species rhododendron could be submitted in the Elepidote Class, or as it has 

very interesting foliage, it could be submitted to Foliage Only – member’s choice. 

AS           Fragrantissimum, a white hybrid can be entered as white or fragrant, the question is ‘where does it 

have the best chance of winning’.  Your choice. 

ALL species and hybrids could be entered as foliage only, BUT is their foliage spectacular? Do they stand a 

chance of winning? 

   

bureavii 

Photo:  Ken Gibson 

bureavii foliage 

Photo: Van Ree 

Fragrantissimum 

Photo: Andrew Leverton 
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DISPLAY ONLY:  if you have favourite blooms that you would like to add to the ‘display only’ table, they will be 

very welcome.  Every bloom adds to the impact of our show. 

By custom on the cards and documents, species rhododendron names are often shown with lower case initial 

letter and may be in italics.  We have many in our stock that are not up to scratch. 

The following can be found on the NRS website:  Truss Show | Nanaimo Rhododendron Society  

o The 2026 Truss Show Classes. 

o Plants by Entry Class:  a long list of plants in entry classes (sorted alphabetically, never complete). 

o The registration form, P1 (Entrant’s Name, Truss Name, Class) – required to hand in at registration. 

o The exhibitor form, P2 (List of TRUSS names of your entries) – for your own info (optional). 

o Our tips on preparing trusses and sprays. 

The second item above: The alphabetical ‘Plants by Entry Class’ document was compiled with the 

intention to help classification, to say ‘this rhodo will be in that class’ and will be judged in that class.  The 

document attempts to assign the rhodo to a class and indicates whether it be hybrid or species.   To keep 

this list up to date is of course an IMPOSSIBLE task; there are so many new hybrids, new species discovered.  

The list cannot be complete, but we hope it can be helpful to many members to classify their entries before 

arrival.  The registration desk will help with classification, but time is always short. 

The Time Table for 2026 is as follows: 

¶ On FRIDAY MAY 8th, entries need to be received at the registration desk between 6pm and 8 pm if at 

all possible, please.  Doors will open from about 6pm for setting up tables, chairs etc. 

¶ If you come from afar and need to register on Saturday, May 9th, registration clerks will be available 

from 7:00 am and the last 

entries will be accepted at the 

registration desk at 8:15 am. 

¶ Doors will be open from 6:30 am 

on Saturday and entries can be 

set up on the preparation table 

just next to the registration 

desk; 

¶ All entries arriving after 8:15 am 

will not be entered and will be 

displayed on the ‘display only’ 

table. 

¶  Judging starts at 9am and will 

not finish until around 10:30am.  

The Truss show display area will 

be closed until the judging 

process is finished. 

https://nanaimorhodos.ca/truss-show/
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Twigs and Stems – Calendar of Upcoming Events: 
 

Cowichan Valley Rhododendron Society:  
TBA, Saturday May 9th at 11:00 am, at The Hub in Duncan, check their website. 

Mount Arrowsmith Rhododendron Society:  
“Tropical and Semi Tropical Orchids for the Home” with Richard Bernier, Qualicum Beach Community Hall, 644 Memorial 
Ave, Wednesday, May 13th at 7:30 pm.    

North Island Rhododendron Society:   
NIRS Plant Sale, May 3rd, 10:00 am to 1:00 pm K’omoks First Nations Hall, 3230 Comox Rd, Comox 

Victoria Rhododendron Society:  
“VRS Plant Sale, May 9th at the Horticulture Center of the Pacific.   

Milner Gardens and Woodland:    
Open from Thursday to Sundays from 11:00 to 5:00, Check the Milner website for details HERE  
Hailey Grove Work bee: Work bee on Tuesday, May 12th (the 2nd Tuesday each month) – see p. 7 for details. 

Greig Rhododendron Species Garden Work Bee: Wed., May 6th from 1:00pm to 3:30pm - see p.10 for details. 

******************************************************************* 

Hailey Rhododendron Grove ~ 
Bowen Park 

Many thanks to the volunteers that help make 
Hailey thrive on every second Tuesday of the 
month!  We could use more people if you can 
spare the time…   
We hope to see everyone out on Tuesday, May 

12th, weather permitting.  All are welcome, 

bring your garden gloves!  Come for the 

morning, or come for an hour…whatever you 

can contribute – join the fun!        

******************************************************************* 

Needed!  An NRS member willing to take on the 
position of Marketing/Advertising! 

Margaret Cadwaladr has done a superb job in informing the 

community of NRS events, publishing articles in the Bulletin, 

announcing highlights of our year, etc. It is time for someone 

else to take on this important role. Margaret will be happy to 

mentor you!        

Rosina, Deborah and Kevin hard at work! 

https://milnergardens.viu.ca/
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Propagation News by Rosina Schmidt 
 

Steve Poschner and Allen McRae preparing the soil 
on March 31st for the upcoming repotting of the 
2025 cuttings. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Propagators did it again: 
transplanted 201 cuttings taken in 
2025, into one-gallon pots, with 
another 2 dozen still needing more 
rooting time. Those one-gallon pots 
need to be moved to the shade 
house in the next two weeks.  
 

 
 
 

Our thanks to Tracy, Ione, Eliane, 
Liz, Steve, and Jan for that well 
done work! 
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A few days ago, Rosina 

transplanted the last of 

the cuttings, bringing 

the total to 242!!! 

Well Done, 

Propagation Team! 

 

Plant of the Month by Ron Sutton 

Rhododendron ‘Elizabeth Lockhart’ 
Here is a seldom seen hybrid that has very attractive 
foliage. It produces shiny, reddish brown new leaves, that 
eventually turn green.  
It is a hybrid produced by R.D Lockhart of Scotland in 1964. 
He crossed Rhododendron haematodes with Rhododendron 
williamsianum to make this plant. 
The flowers arrive around the end of April to early May and 
are dark pink to red, in lax trusses of three or four flowers.  
This plant is great for small gardens as it will only be about 
three feet wide and two to three feet tall in 10 years. It has 
compact, dense, growth habit and is hardy to -18°C/ 0°F. It 
can handle sun to light shade. This rhododendron looks 
great planted next to silver leaf rhododendrons such as R. 
‘Golfer’ or R. pachysanthum or any other contrasting 
foliage plant. 

 
 
Photo above is my plant, and the one on the left is from 
the internet. 
 

 
 
 

 

Rhododendron ‘Elizabeth Lockhart’ 
 

They’ve already been moved to 

the Longmeadow shadehouse! 
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An Update on our Activities at Milner by John Deniseger 

Greig Rhododendron Species Garden 
 

Milner hosted the ARS Spring Convention attendees during the 

afternoon of April 24th.  Of course, there was a lot of interest in 

the Greig Rhododendron Species Garden, both phase 1 and the 

upcoming phase 2.  There were GRSG advisory group members 

present in the garden ready to answer questions and direct 

traffic as needed.  Chris even led a tour of the shadehouse, as a 

number of ARS members were interested.  Thanks to the work 

of many NRS and MARS members, as well as Milner staff and 

volunteers, the species garden received “rave reviews”.  Thank 

you everyone!  

 

***As is the case with all gardens, there’s always more work to do.  Our next 
work bee will be on Wednesday, May 6th from 1:00 pm to 3:30, weather 

permitting. A reminder will be sent to all. 
 
Longmeadow Shadehouse at Milner 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The shadehouse plant collection is in transition at this time of year, which of course is the whole idea.  MARS 
has moved large numbers of plants out as part of their plant sale in April and will soon be moving new 
transplanted cuttings in.  The NRS is about to move out large numbers of saleable plants and replace them 
with 242 new well-rooted cuttings.   
On site at the shadehouse, we also have about 75 large species rhododendrons waiting to be added to the 
species garden.  These are the plants that we transplanted to larger pots last October.   
Early this spring, Milner added a second smaller shadehouse to the site to add more space for their plants. 

Chris, John and Dorothee getting ready 

to answer questions at the GRSG during 

the recent ARS Spring Convention. 
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American Rhododendron Society - Spring Convention 2026 

As you all know, the Vancouver Island chapters were hosting this year’s American Rhododendron Society 
Spring Convention. After a few days of touring gardens in Victoria and the Cowichan Valley, convention 
attendees moved north to our part of the island.  On Friday, April 24th, Mount Arrowsmith Rhododendron 
Society hosted a day full of inspiring talks, beautiful flower displays, tour of Milner Gardens and Whitehead 
Garden, three amazing meals, award presentations, and a wonderful plant sale which was organized and 
managed by the North Island Rhododendron Society. On Saturday, April 25th, the Nanaimo Rhododendron 
Society organized a bus tour of local gardens – three buses loaded with more than 130 conference attendees 
visited 6 delightful gardens, including Hailey Grove, in Nanaimo and Nanoose Bay. It was all very well 
organized and coordinated by a team of very hard-working people from all five Vancouver Island 
Rhododendron clubs.  A great BIG thank you goes to all organizers – too many to name here. (Photos by June 
Bouchard) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Val Harvey admiring 

R. ‘Malahat’. 

April Johnston and Rick Adams 

enjoying the beautiful truss display. 
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Photos from the Nanaimo/Nanoose Area Bus Tour on April 25th (photos by Mike O’Neill) 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s “Happy Hour” before the banquet 

for Chris Southwick and Bob Bissonette 

Lorrie Adams at Bowen Park where a great lunch 

was organized by the NRS for all three buses! 

Bus captains June and Mary at 

Art and Susan’s beautiful garden 

The crew on Bus # 3.  We had about 130 enthusiastic gardeners on 3 buses! 
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Chris, Mike and Mary at Chris’s garden Art and Susan in their seashore garden. 

Dick and Ann in front of one of 

their beautiful rhododendrons. 

Bob ready for another busload… 

Linda and Elaine Derkach 

enjoying the day. 

Wolfgang and Vivienne Ruff in 

their garden by the sea. 
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  Well-deserved awards were presented after the banquet on Friday evening. 
Allan Campbell from the Cowichan Valley Rhododendron Society was awarded a Silver Medal.  
And Linda Derkach from the Mount Arrowsmith Rhododendron Society was awarded a Gold 
Medal. 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to both very 
deserving recipients! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Glen Jamieson, Verna Buhler, Alan 

Campbell and Western ARS vice-

president Marlen Jacobs. 

Alan Campbell 

very happy with 

his Silver Medal. 

MARS member and former ARS President 

Linda Derkach receiving her Gold Medal. 



Nanaimo Rhododendron Society 
 

15 
Vol. 34, no. 9 May 2026 
 



Nanaimo Rhododendron Society 
 

16 
Vol. 34, no. 9 May 2026 
 

 



Nanaimo Rhododendron Society 
 

17 
Vol. 34, no. 9 May 2026 
 

 



Nanaimo Rhododendron Society 
 

18 
Vol. 34, no. 9 May 2026 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Highlights: A day of Education 

 
Christine Quist: “Starting Native Plants from Seed: A Practical Demo for Home Gardeners” 

Janis Matson: “Vancouver Island’s Diversity: The Uniqueness and Distinctiveness of our Green Spaces” 

Linda Gilkeson: “Harvest More from Your Garden All Year Round” 

Paul Spriggs: “Cracks and Crevices: The Art of Rock and Crevice Gardening” 

Organized  by :  

MARS (Mount Arrowsmith Rhododendron Society),  

NRS (Nanaimo Rhododendron Society), and  

VIMGA (Vancouver Island Master Gardeners Association) 

More  information  coming soon! 

2026 Fall into Gardening  
Qualicum Beach , British Columbia  

Gardening on Vancouver Island is Different  

Sunday, September 27, 2026  
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Looking forward to 

seeing you all at our 

plant sale on May 9
th

 

and our next meeting 

on May 14
th

, 2026! 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

R. ‘Wanna Bee’ in our garden today (April 29). 


